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for some sun today. the coast today; hot in central parts. Sunny

elsewhere.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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More FBI agents remain under investigation for Finicum shooting

By CONRAD WILSON
Oregon Public Broadcasting

FBI Special Agent W.
Joseph Astarita was arraigned
in federal court in Portland
this week for his role in the
shooting death of a leader in
last year’s Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge occupation.

But quickly passed over
in a post-arraignment press
conference Wednesday was
potentially more significant
news: Other members of the
FBI’s hostage rescue team
are still under investigation.

Officials confirmed
to OPB on Thursday that
those investigations remain

ongoing.

Astarita faces five charges,
ranging from making false
statements to obstruction of
justice. A spokesperson for
the FBI said Thursday that
he is still with the agency and
serving in an “administrative
capacity.”

That spokesperson
declined to elaborate further.

On Jan. 26, 2016, at least
five members of the FBI’s
elite hostage rescue team
assisted during the attempted
arrest of Arizona rancher
Robert “LaVoy” Finicum
and other occupation leaders
along a remote stretch of
Oregon highway between

Burns and John Day.

Finicum had served as
a spokesman for the refuge
occupiers.

Law enforcement officials
say Astarita fired two shots
during the arrest attempt.

“One of the gun shots
hit the roof of Finicum’s
pickup,” Deschutes County
Sheriff Shane Nelson said
Wednesday during a news
conference in Portland.

Astarita allegedly did not
disclose those shots to inves-
tigators following Finicum’s
death, which is the basis for

the charges against him. He
pleaded not guilty.

The FBI and investigating
law enforcement agencies
have declined to identify
the other four agents who
were on the scene. The FBI
spokesman also declined to
discuss whether they were
still members of HRT or, like
Astarita, had been moved to

“administrative capacity.”

During Wednesday’s
news conference, Nelson
said investigators not only
uncovered the  alleged
actions of Astarita, but also

“the subsequent concerning
actions of some members
of the FBI hostage rescue
team.”

Nelson  said  again
Thursday that his office is
continuing its investigation
into the actions of the FBI
agents present during the
arrest attempt. But Nelson
wouldn’t say whether he
expected additional charges
to be filed.

“We’ll just go where the
evidence leads us,” he said.

More than a year ago,
Nelson traveled to Wash-

ington, D.C., to meet with
now acting FBI Director
Andrew McCabe and other
U.S. Department of Justice
officials to alert them of
“possible criminal conduct
by some involved FBI HRT
agents.”

About a month ago,
Nelson said he learned the
agents under investigation
were not placed on adminis-
trative leave.

“I don’t know that they’ve
ever been put on administra-
tive leave,” Nelson said in an
interview Thursday.
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Corrections

In the story “Oregon Legislature passes worker sched-
uling bill” (June 30, 1A) the Associated Press reported
erroneously that a worker scheduling bill affects work-
ers in hospitals. The bill affects workers in the hospital-
ity industry, among others, but not hospitals

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and
sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in
the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

“Thur. Aug.10 - 9pm
The Marshall
Tucker Band

Well Aug 9 9nm
Tracy
Lawrence

Tues. Aug. 8 < 9pm
LOCASH

Cascade Valley
Assisted Living and Memory Care

Fri. Aug. 11

Latino Night
TBA

Sat. Aug.12 - 9pm
Great White

CARNIVAL WRISTBANDS $25

(thru August 7) $30 after fair starts

Available at: Fair Office ¢ Fiesta Foods * Ranch & Home m

Hermiston Chamber ¢ Pendleton Chamber when you
Columbia Bank ¢ Banner Bank ¢ Columbia Harvest Foods  purchase early!

TITLE SPONSOR

WILDHORSE

RESORT&CASINO

Call 541.567.6121 or stop by the Fair office
1705 E. Airport Rd, Hermiston
www.umadtillacounty.net/fair

Reserved Tickets

ON SALE NOW!
ONLY $12

(does not include admission)

Prime Apartments Available
In both Assisted Living & Memory Care
Private Pay SPECIAL
Move in by July 10 3rd month FREE!

Book Your Appointment Today!

Also Accepting OR Medicaid Residents

PREMIUM
SEATING $20

(does not
include fair
admission)

Order your
concert tickets
and admission
tickets online.

Meet us at the

BARLEY BARN
for music &
dancing!

www.cascadevalleyassistedliving.com

(B60) 869-8786

1010 NE THIRD AVE,
MILTON FREEWATER, OR




