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PARIS (AP) — The cyberattack
that has locked up computers
around the world while demanding
a ransom may not be an extortion
attempt after all, but an effort to
create havoc in Ukraine, security
experts say.

“There may be a more nefarious
motive behind the attack,” Gavin
O’Gorman, an investigator with
U.S. antivirus firm Symantec,
said in a blog post . “Perhaps this
attack was never intended to make
money, rather to simply disrupt
a large number of Ukrainian
organizations.”

The rogue program landed
its heaviest blows on the Eastern
European nation, where the
government, dozens of banks
and other institutions were sent
reeling. It disabled computers
at government agencies, energy
companies, cash machines,
supermarkets, railways and
communications providers.

Many of these organizations had
recovered by Thursday.

software that encrypts its victims’
data and holds it hostage until
a payment is made, usually in
bitcoins, the hard-to-trace digital
currency often used by criminals.
But O’Gorman and several
other researchers said the culprits
would have been hard-pressed to
make money off the scheme. They
appear to have relied on a single
email address that was blocked
almost immediately and a single
bitcoin account that has collected
the relatively puny sum of $10,000.

Iraqi leader declares
end to IS caliphate but
fight goes on

MOSUL, Iraq (AP) — With
anti-Islamic State group forces on
the offensive in both the Iraqi city
of Mosul and the Syrian city of
Raqqa, Iraq’s prime minister on
Thursday declared an end to the
extremist group’s self-proclaimed
caliphate.

But even as Prime Minister
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“We are seeing the end of the
fake Daesh state. The liberation
of Mosul proves that,” al-Abadi
said on Twitter, using the Arabic
acronym for IS. “We will not
relent. Our brave forces will bring
victory.”

Across the border in in Raqqa,
coalition officials predicted a
long, bloody battle ahead for the
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic
Forces, whose fighters succeeded in
completely encircling the militants’
de-facto capital Thursday. U.S.-led
coalition officials estimated that as
many as 2,500 IS fighters remained
in the city.

Beginning at dawn, Iraqi forces
began a push deeper into Mosul’s
Old City, where IS fighters were
making their last stand. The Iraqi
troops moved slowly along foot
paths strewn with rubble, twisted
metal and downed power lines.
Many front-line positions were
only reachable by climbing in and
out of homes, across roof tops and
through holes blasted into concrete
walls.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate
Republican leaders considered
keeping one of former President
Barack Obama’s big tax increases
on wealthier Americans and using
the money to fatten proposed
subsidies for the poor in a bid
Thursday to placate moderate
GOP lawmakers and salvage their
struggling health care bill.

With a core priority tottering,
top Republicans also assessed
an amendment pushed by
conservatives to let insurers offer
plans with low premiums and scant
benefits. To do so, a company
would also have to sell a policy that
abides by the consumer-friendly
coverage requirements in Obama’s
2010 statute, which the GOP is
struggling to repeal.

Both proposals were
encountering internal Republican
opposition, and it was uncertain
either would survive. But the effort
underscored how Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
needed to mollify both wings of his

an initial version Tuesday, forced
by conservative and moderate GOP
senators prepared to block it.

House GOP backs bills
to crack down on illegal
immigration

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Warning of threats to public
safety and national security, the
Republican-led House on Thursday
approved two bills to crack down
on illegal immigration, a key
priority for President Donald
Trump.

One bill would strip federal
dollars from self-proclaimed
“sanctuary” cities that shield
residents from federal immigration
authorities, while a separate
measure would stiffen punishments
for people who re-enter the U.S.
illegally.

The sanctuary measure was
approved 228-195, while the bill
to punish deportees was approved
257-167.
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high school and was weighing
her options. Her family

lived on the ninth floor of a
luxury apartment building

in Kuwait, which she filled
with watercolor landscapes
and pencil drawings. Her
parents were expats from
Pakistan, and had moved to
Kuwait when she was a baby.
Although Afshan was always
keenly aware that Kuwait was
not her home, it was the only
home she had ever known.
She filled pages of her diaries
with romantic poems, and
designed and sewed clothes
for herself and her friends.

But then Saddam Hussein
invaded. The invasion
changed everything.

At first, expats were
confused about what would
happen to them under the
new regime. The televisions
stopped broadcasting news.
Her parents would go into
their car in the evenings to
listen to BBC over the radio.
Many Pakistani families
began to flee. Her parents had
their money and assets tied
up in Kuwait and considered
waiting it out.

Then they started hearing
stories of girls being raped
by soldiers. That night, her
parents told Afshan and her
younger brother and sister
they would be leaving in the
morning. “Pack a small bag,”
her mother said.

Afshan asked if she
could take her paintings. Her
mother asked her if she was
crazy. The car was going to
be loaded with canned food
and a few sets of clothing.
Her father saw her crying and
suggested she take a small
journal so she could record all
the countries they were going
to pass through. Their plan
was to drive from Kuwait to
Mosul, Iraq to Turkey to Iran,
where they would cross the
border into Pakistan.

The next morning, they
filled the trunk of their
maroon Crown Victoria
and started driving toward a
border.

They lived out of their car
for the next 28 days.

Afshan’s mother would
take some of the cans of
chickpeas, tomatoes and red
beans out of the trunk and
put them in a bag in the front
seat every night. She would
make just enough room for
Afshan to curl up and sleep
in the trunk of the car, with
the door slightly ajar, to
shield her from unwanted
attention. Her parents slept
on the ground on either side
of the trunk. Her younger
brother and baby sister slept
in the back seat. There were
refugee camps along the way,
and sometimes, they slept in
those.

When they finally got to
the border of Iran, there was a
military bathroom they were
allowed to use. Afshan was
walking back with her sister
when her father handed her a
rare piece of chocolate he had
somehow gotten.

“Happy birthday,” he said
to her. At first, she argued
with him. It couldn’t be her
birthday. But she had lost
track of days, and it was
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