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By JOSH DUBOW
AP Sports Writer

SAN JOSE, Calif. — 
Terrell Owens and Chad 
Johnson ran pass patterns 
with big smiles on their 
faces visible throughout the 
stadium.

Michael Vick was 
flinging touchdown passes 
the way he did in his peak as 
an NFL star.

Instead of an old-timers 
day, this was more of a 
throwback night with those 
three former stars head-
lining lineups with several 
former NFL players for the 
debut event of the American 
Flag Football League in 
hopes of showing that this 
sport played mostly by kids 
could have a future as a 
professional league.

“I’ve played flag football 
since I was a kid,” Johnson 
said. “The only difference 
about playing here and 
playing other places, here 
was much faster because the 
level of talent. Obviously 
everyone has played before. 
It was extremely fast.”

The American Flag 
Football League played 
the game Tuesday in San 
Jose in advance of plans by 
founder Jeff Lewis to launch 
a spring league in 2018. In 
front of a crowd of several 
hundred people, Team Vick 
prevailed over Team Owens 
64-41 behind Vick’s eight 
TD passes and 547 yards 
passing.

“It’s something 
different,” said Vick, who 

was attracted to the sport by 
watching his daughter play 
flag football. “My playing 
days are over but I can play 
now and not get hit, not get 
tackled. I think that’s pretty 
cool.”

The game featured other 
notable former NFL players 
such as Justin Forsett, Kerry 
Rhodes, Steve Smith and 
Nick Collins; lesser-known 
players looking for a break 
such as game MVP Evan 
Rodriguez who is hoping 
NFL teams might give 
him another look after his 
nine catches for 210 yards 
and four TDs; and former 
Cornell lacrosse player 

Max Seibald, who was the 
top collegiate player in the 
country in 2009.

“I think it definitely 
would help the league to 
have some guys with house-
hold names,” Owens said. 
“But this game is purely 
made from speed. Just like 
any other game, there’s a lot 
of skill involved.”

Lewis knows marquee 
names will draw fans in 
initially. But Lewis wants 
most of the teams to be 
filled from a pool of scores 
of younger players who 
have been recently cut or 
never made NFL rosters 
rather than out-of-shape 

old-timers.
“You could trot 45 and 

50-year-old football players 
out and it would be nice to 
see people you remember 
but it’s not going to be great,” 
Lewis said. “We want it to 
really be compellingly high 
quality. The players who 
played who have played 
previously are going to be 
playing because they’re 
world-class athletes.”

Lewis got the idea to start 
this league a few years ago 
while watching his son play 
flag football and wondered 
what it would be like with 
elite athletes instead of 8 or 
9-year olds. He views flag 

football, which is played 
by more than 2 million 
kids each year as taking the 
game of football with the 
speed and relatability to the 
players that exist in sports 
such as soccer and basket-
ball, where players aren’t 
hidden by helmets.

The league plans to play 
up the interaction with 
fans by having players use 
social media during games 
and not penalizing over-
the-top celebrations, which 
appealed to players such as 
Johnson.

“The atmosphere was 
really dope,” Johnson said. 
“Being able to interact with 
the fans, being able to have 
your phone on the sidelines, 
being able to tweet while 
the game is going on, which 
I got fined for before, it’s 
dope. I really think this is 
going to hit the ground, 
hit the ground running and 
be extremely big at some 
point.”

Making it look like foot-
ball and not some gimmick 
was paramount for Lewis. 
Except for a few wrinkles 
such as the center being an 
eligible receiver which led 
to former Pittsburgh quarter-
back Dennis Dixon catching 
a 60-yard TD from Vick on 
a wheel route after snapping 
the ball, it looked like seven-
on-seven football.

The rules of the game are 
fairly simple. Teams get a 
first down by crossing either 
25-yard line or midfield. 
No blocking or kicking 
is allowed, with a “throw 

off” to start each half and 
following scores — with 
losers walking to the other 
side after touchdowns.

Teams are allowed one 
lateral per play, there are 
no “north-south” handoffs 
and fumbles are dead at the 
spot. Touchdowns are worth 
six points, with a one-point 
bonus for plays longer than 
50 yards, and teams are 
allowed to go for one, two 
or three points after TDs 
depending on where they 
line up.

Teams can’t rush the 
quarterback for two seconds 
after the snap and the QB 
must get rid of the ball 
within four seconds. The 
quarterback can’t run unless 
he is rushed and teams get 
three blitzes per quarter.

Lewis believes the 
simplicity and safety of the 
game compared to tackle 
football could make it 
more marketable in foreign 
countries where American 
football hasn’t taken hold 
and he believes the sport 
also has a bright future as a 
potential Division I college 
sport for women.

While concussions are 
a major concern for tackle 
football, Lewis knows 
selling only safety won’t 
help draw in fans.

“This is an entertainment 
product,” he said. “We want 
them to watch it because 
it’s compelling. They’re not 
going to watch it because 
it’s safe. They’re going to 
watch it because it’s fun and 
these guys are great.”

New flag football league brings out former NFL stars
Football
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Team Owens’ Terrell Owens, left, carries the ball after a catch during a flag football 
exhibition game Tuesday, June 27, 2017, in San Jose, Calif. 
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Before and After ‘The Big One’
By Jade McDowell 

NOW AVAILABLE IN THE AMAZON KINDLE STORE. 

 

PENDLETON - View Lots –
Royal Ridge Incredible views
starting at $30,000. Land/ Home
Financing Custom home builders
welcome. Call for details.
“Our office is wherever you are”

Rocky Miktstll
Blut Jtans Rtalty

541-379-8690

MEACHAM- 12 buildable
Mountain Acreages. SPRING
SPECIAL 10% off - $129,000 to
$145,000 minus the special
discount. Power & water
included.Close to Meacham.

“Our offict is whtrtvtr you
art”

Rocky Miktstll
Blut Jtans Rtalty

541-379-8690

Lots & Acrtagt 135

WESTON - $329,500
5.17 acres/Weston! 2bedroom,
1bath home, 2400 sf(m/l) living
space including full basement
partially finished. 40x50 shop,
numerous outbuildings. Grain
silos w/certified scale. Jerry 541-
969-6378cell  #16366988

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

UMATILLA - $275,000
Residential/Commercial? 3bed,
3ba, 2car garage. 2.67acres on 3
lots. Home zoned residential, 2
lots zoned commercial, highway
access. Property partially
bordered by BLM. Carolyn 541-
786-0822cell  #17582256

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

PILOTROCK - $435,000
Birch Creek! Impressive custom
built one level home. 5+ acres,
tack room, barn, water rights,
36x47 shop. Soaring wood
ceilings, upgraded kitchen,
exercise room. #17216714 Matt
Vogler 541-377-9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $399,500  
3618 Square Ft. manufactured
home on 2.26 Acres.  3
Bedrooms, 2 Baths on each
level.  3 Bay Shop.  2 Car
Garage for lower unit.
Valley/Mountain View.
#17316261 Call for Details.

Rocky Miktstll
Blut Jtans Rtalty

“Our offict is whtrtvtr you
art”

(541-379-8690)

PENDLETON - $309,000
REDUCED! 11.95 acres, barn,
shop, home.  RMLS #17300195

Garton & 
Associatts

(541) 276-0931

NEED LISTINGS! We have pre-
approved buyers looking for your
home. FREE Market analysis.
Open 7 days a week by
appointment. Give the
professionals a call.

Garton & 
Associatts

(541) 276-0931

Homts with Acrtagt 125

LAGRAND REDUCED $549,000 
Extraordinary custom 4 bed, 3.5
bath home on 9.85 acres
surrounded by wildlife & scenic
views. Featuring high-end
finishes of Granite, Marble, and
Hardwoods. Wrap around deck,
outbuildings. Call Matt Vogler
MLS 16185886

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

CALL FOR reliable, honest
guidance in your home purchase
- 541-377-6855 - or drop by the
office -- TURN HERE REALTY --
Court Ave. Where would you like
your home?? Great listings
throughout the area. I have
access to all homes listed.

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

Homts with Acrtagt 125

WOULD YOU like to tour
Australia and/or New Zealand in
October? Sign up for the next trip
DOWNUNDER by June 30 for
the trip of a lifetime - October
2017. The tour is made to fit the
group! References available. Call
Kerry 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

PILOT ROCK - $89,900
NEW LISTING! 2 b/r, 1 bath cute
home in Pilot Rock. Nice yard,
carport, dog kennel and storage
shed. Priced to sell. Call Cathy
for more info. 541-215-0103

Garton & 
Associatts

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - REDUCED -
Now $279,000
Exceptional 4bdrm, 3.5ba in
fashionable Historic
Neighorhood. Features golden-
oak floors, brick fireplace, copper
hood, mahogany built-ins. Ann
Sacks limestone, marble
countertops and much more! Call
Matt Vogler 541-377-9470  MLS
17130822

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - Price Reduced!
$220,000. 3b/r 2ba home
w/bonus room. Wired for gas
bar-b-que (included). Newer
remodeled kitchen, all newer
appliances stay including W/D.
Great backyard. Huge
shop/garage, chicken coop,
garden area. Not a drive by.
Cathy 541-215-0103
RMLS #17316091

Garton & 
Associatts

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - PRICE
REDUCED - $232,000
Country-esque, 3bdrm, 3ba,
3000 sqft. Featuring Corian
counters, bonus room, family
room & game room. Master
bedroom includes sitting area
and extra large walk-in closet.
Call Matt Vogler 541-377-9470
MLS 17314984

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Homts for Salt 100

PENDLETON - NEW LISTING! 3
b/r, 1 ba on flat. Fenced yard.
Needs work. Call Cathy for more
info 541-215-0103  RMLS
#17435513

Garton & 
Associatts

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $93,000
Your own private get-a-way. 
1bdrm 1ba cabin w/water and
sewer. Could add beds on
closed-in back porch. Has small
shop and wood storage for the
wood fireplace. Seasonal cabin.
Call Cathy for more inor 541-
215-0103  RMLS #17288483

Garton & 
Associatts

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $399,500  
3618 Square Ft. manufactured
home on 2.26 Acres.  3
Bedrooms, 2 Baths on each
level.  3 Bay Shop.  2 Car
Garage for lower unit.
Mountain/Valley View.
#17316261 Call for Details.

Rocky Miktstll
Blut Jtans Rtalty

“Our offict is whtrtvtr you
art”

(541-379-8690)

PENDLETON - $367,000
Stunning Mid-century 4 bed, 4 ba
executive home. 3754 sqft of
luxury with a gorgeous view.
Large lot with plenty of
vegetation for a secluded setting.
MLS #17367092

Rocky Miktstll
Blut Jtans Rtalty

“Our offict is whtrtvtr you
art”

(541-379-8690)

PENDLETON - $359,000
Historic home overlooking Main
St. 4 or 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 3
kitchens. Updated mechanicals.
Restored vintage flair. Corner lot
with garage and gardens. Vicki
541-969-9441cell

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $299,000
Custom built, great views! Upper
w/open floor plan. Lower 2bed,
2bath, private entrance. Large
workshop. In-ground pool, hot-
tub (sold as is). Solar panels.
Dawn 541-310-9563cell
#17557166

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $250,000
Well-maintained, one-owner,
custom home overlooking
Grecian Heights park
w/incredible views. 4bedrooms,
3baths, 2kitchens; park-like yard
is easy to maintain. UGS, mature
landscaping, lighting. Molly 541-
969-4188cell  #17511133

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $247,500
1902 Craftsman. 2060sf(m/l),
4bed, 2bath home w/new AC
system upstairs, updated floors,
paint. Double lot, detached
garage. Kevin 541-969-8243cell
to view this home.  #16633964

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

Homts for Salt 100

PENDLETON - $209,995
Mid-Century w/view of
town/mountains, hardwood
floors, gas fireplace, built-ins.
Updated, modern kitchen, vinyl
windows, remodeled upstairs
bath, finished basement. 3bed,
2bath, 2160 sf(m/l). Jef 541-969-
9539cell #17693714

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $209,000
Move in ready. Great 3 bed, 2
ba, double garage AND room to
park your RV. Central Vac and
Intercom. Private backyard. Bring
offers. Call 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

PENDLETON - $179,900
Attention Investors! Reduced
Price, Modern duplex built in
2012. Stucco exterior with great
city views. 3 bdrm and 2 bdrm
units.  Call Matt Vogler.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $176,000
Investment special: 2 homes
totally refurbished w/2bay shop.
4bed, 2bath, completely redone.
Small house all updated. Large
double bay shop. Marsha 541-
377-5152cell  #17596771

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp

Ptndltton 
Southgatt Rtalty

(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $105,900
NEW!  Sherwood Sweetie!!
Great 1st home or rental! 2
bedroom on one level. F/A heat.
Covered patio.Storage shed for
those extras! MLS#16530010
CALL: MARGE LAPP  

Ptndltton 
Southgatt Rtalty

(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $165,000
3 bdrm, 2 ba ranch style home
near Sherwood School. Large
fenced yard, 2 car garage, large
storage shed. Very nice. MLS
#17078846

Rocky Miktstll
Blut Jtans Rtalty

“Our offict is whtrtvtr you
art”

(541-379-8690)

Homts for Salt 100

PENDLETON  $139,900
New! Wonʼt last long! Nice
3bdrm, 2ba on quiet culdesac.
Fresh paint, new carpet
throughout. Walk to park! Middle
school nearby! MLS #17493051
Call Marge Lapp

Ptndltton 
Southgatt Rtalty

(541) 276-1957

OVER 1200 Homts 
For Salt

tastortgonrtaltstatt.com

HOW MUCH is Your Home
Worth? Call Matt Vogler, The
Weekend and After Hours
Realtor, for a free Market
Analysis. 541-377-9470. More
Listings needed to meet current
buyer demand!

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Homts for Salt 100

CALL THE “Wttktnd & Afttr
Hours Rtaltor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special Financing Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

ATHENA - $125,000
Athena home/great condition. 3
bdrm, 2 ba, 1188 sf(m/l)
manufactured home, corner lot.
Large, shaded front deck, off
street and RV parking. Cari 541-
377-5058cell.  #16443563

Coldwtll Banktr Whitnty
(541) 276-0021

Homts for Salt 100

Email or Call Ttrri or Daylt
classifitds@

tastortgonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to plact your 
classifitd ad!!

Ptrsonals 20

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF

PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Ortgonian

3pm the day prior to 
publication

Htrmiston Htrald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

Sptcial Noticts 10

FOUND: HAND beaded
necklace, in a ziplock bag. At
Hermiston Dennyʼs.
(541) 408-1399 Call to describe.

Lost & Found 5

Bargain Bin! 4

Buy It! Sell It! Find It!
The East Oregonian Classified

1-800-962-2819

BUY IT! SELL IT!
FIND IT!

East Ortgonian Classifitd

1-800-962-2819

YOUR DREAM home is right here in the
Classifieds… check our listings for your next
move!

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com               1-800-962-2819

EAST OREGON

marketplace


