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RAINBOW: Rancher upset by Forest Service’s handling of the group
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“It’s a risk-based
decision,” he said. “To try
and kick them off the land
would present a danger to
employees and the public.”

Tensions  boiled over
Wednesday night at a
meeting hosted at the

Canyon City Community
Hall by members of the
Rainbow  Gathering and
attended by Grant County
residents. Within minutes, a
brief yelling match erupted
between  residents and
several of the roughly 2,000
attendees already at the site
south of John Day preparing
for the July 1-7 Rainbow
Gathering.

John Day resident Ken
Mayhead demanded to know
how the gathering would
benefit residents and the
community. He complained
about the large numbers of
law enforcement officers
brought to town and the
burden placed on taxpayers.

“Taxpayers are cleaning
up your mess,” Mayhead
said.

Rainbow attendee Gary
Stubbs said the gathering
purchased large quantities
of food, fuel and camping
equipment locally and esti-
mated the gathering could
bring as much as $300,000
into the local economy. He
also said the number of law
enforcement and government

employees who were in town
to monitor the event would
also rent rooms and eat
locally.

Other residents raised
fears about the gathering
consuming all the food and
fuel in the area. Rainbow
attendees said they were
working with wholesalers
in the Bend area to get large
quantities of food and advised
local businesses to anticipate
heightened demand for food
and fuel in the coming weeks.

Resident Kay Steele said
gathering in the forest would
put stress on local wildlife

and disperse them into
surrounding areas.
Stubbs agreed the

wildlife would be stressed
and dispersed but said the
ecosystem was likely to
bounce back.

To attempt to assuage
fears about what would
be left in the wake of the
gathering, Rainbow attendee
Adam Finch Buxbaum read a
letter from the Forest Service
about the 1997 Rainbow
Gathering near Prineville.
The letter, from Big Summit
District Ranger Susan V.
Skalski, praised the Rainbow
Family for their cleanup job
of the forest.

Residents  urged the
gatherers to keep attendees
respectful and stop them
from being a public nuisance,
citing incidents of public
indecency and petty theft.

Affluent teens face
greater substance
abuse risks

tcanbe a
Idifﬁcult group

to advocate for:
high-achieving teens
going to the best
schools, living in

issues with drugs
and alcohol. It
makes sense that the
earlier children start
to use alcohol and
drugs, and the more

comfortable homes frequently they do,

with successful the more likely it is

parents. AISHA they will develop
This group SurtaN | addictions down the

sounds like the most | parents Talk Back | line.

privileged among “It’s hard to face

us. Professor Suniya the truth,” Luthar

Luthar also sees them as
among the most vulnerable.

Luthar, professor of
psychology at Arizona
State University, recently
published research based
on the New England Study
of Suburban Youth, which
followed two groups of
adolescents from affluent
communities into early
adulthood. Luthar’s research
suggests accomplished
teens in great schools are
an under-recognized at-risk
population facing higher
risks for substance abuse
than their peers.

“We found alarmingly
high rates of substance
abuse among young adults
we initially studied as
teenagers,” Luthar said. By
age 26, the rates of addiction
for men in this study were
twice as high as national
norms; rates were three
times as high for women.
Rates of addiction ranged
from 23 to 40 percent among
men and 19 to 24 percent
among women, according to
the study, published in the
May journal of Development
and Psychopathology.

“The most common one
we hear about is Adderall,”
Luthar said. “Who has
it. Can I buy it. Who can
give it to me.” She finds
that experimentation starts
younger in this cohort and
continues through college,
where it can turn to ecstasy
and cocaine. “When you
are drinking vodka in Polar
Springs bottles in seventh
grade, it’s a problem.”

So why did these students
in suburban schools, with
high standardized test
scores, robust extracurricular
activities and white-collar
professional parents, show
consistently higher use of
substances?

The reasons are likely
multifold, according to
Luthar: High pressure
among teens to get into
elite universities, access
to disposable income,
widespread peer approval
for substance use and
parents lulled into a false
sense of security. When
parents see their children
performing well in school
and in demanding activities,
they don’t believe they could
have serious underlying

said, “that it may be your
child who is cutting or
snorting Adderall.”

In her samples, the
parents were educated
— doctors, lawyers and
teachers — families with
access to resources for
treatment, but also less likely
to openly talk about deaths
due to overdoses. She says
a key to addressing the
problem is drawing more
attention to the data, funding
more research on the topic
and talking to teens about
the research results.

“For high-achieving and
ambitious youngsters, it
could actually be persuasive
to share scientific data
showing that in their own
communities, the statistical
odds of developing serious
problems of addiction are
two to three times higher
than norms,” she said.

It makes sense that
public policy has focused
on the risks at the opposite
end of the economic
spectrum. Children born
into chronic poverty face
greater challenges and risks
of negative outcomes than
their peers. It can be difficult
to argue for supports for
affluent children already
born into such a strong
safety net, as opposed to
those struggling to have their
basic needs met.

But Luthar argues that
it’s a different type of
intervention needed with
the population she studied.
It’s not a call for diverting
resources, but for widening
the conversation to include
the risks they face. It’s also
worthwhile to figure out how
to minimize the risks for this
population, she says. She
wants more research on kids
who grow up in pressure-
cooker, high-achieving
schools.

One school she studied
had six students die of
overdoses in a single year.

“How many times are
we going to look the other
way?”
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Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.

A resident brought up
concerns the gathering was
bringing drugs and problems
related to substance abuse
into the area and said she no
longer felt safe walking at
night.

Stubbs said some of the
people gathering were drug
users, but the gathering was
dedicated to helping people.
He described Serenity Ridge,
a drug- and alcohol-free
camp at the gathering, which
holds 12-step meetings.

Residents also asked why
the group chose a forest
near a community that had
recently been ravaged by

wildfire. Rainbow partic-
ipants acknowledged the
Canyon Creek Complex

fire and said, because they
mostly cooked with fires and
wood stoves, they actually
helped eliminate fire danger
by removing downed wood.
Multiple attendees
asserted it was their consti-
tutional right to assemble on
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public land.

Resident Susan Church
said a part of the fear is due
to xenophobia. She said
the local community had
problems with crime and
substance abuse just like the
Rainbow Gathering.

Gathering participant
Eloisa Lewis said attendees
rented the hall to communi-
cate with locals and to try to
get them involved. She said
the meeting had been “luke-
warm” and that both sides
seemed afraid of each other.

Lewis extended an invi-
tation to all unsure about
the gathering to come see
for themselves at the site
off Forest Road 24 in the
Malheur National Forest
west of Seneca.

Rancher Loren Stout, who
lives near the gathering spot
and has a federal grazing
permit on land adjacent to
it, had specific complaints
about the Forest Service’s
handling of the group.

He said the Forest Service
would punish ranchers if
they ignored permit require-
ments and tapped a spring
for drinking water like the
Rainbow Family has done.
Stout said it took him two
years to get a National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act permit
to drill an exploratory mining
hole.

“People are  furious
over this,” Stout said. “Not
because it’s a friggin’ bunch
of hippies, it’s the different
standards.”

On a Facebook page set
up for this year’s event, one
person posted, “If we were
in control we would all have
free energy, everyone would
be housed and fed and we’d
be having song circles every
day.”

“What is the pants policy
at this event?” another poster
asked. He was assured that
nudity should be expected.

In other postings, people
urged  fellow  “family”
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members not to upset locals
by panhandling or “gas
jugging,” meaning to beg
for gasoline. Others caution
against “spanging,” a slang
reference to asking for spare
change. A stabbing among
Rainbow members during
a meeting in the Umatilla
National Forest earlier in
June has area residents
worried about what the larger
gathering will bring.

The Forest Service also
announced a community
meeting for Friday in John
Day to let residents ask ques-
tions of Forest Service and
law enforcement personnel.
The meeting is from 5-6:30
p.m. in the Juniper Hall
Conference Room of the
Malheur National Forest
headquarters, 431 Patterson
Bridge Road.

And the Harney County
Senior Center, 17 S. Alder
Ave., Burns, will host a
public meeting Tuesday from
5-8 p.m.
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