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U.S. officials underscore Russia threat to 2016 elections

WASHINGTON  (AP)

U.S. officials sought
Wednesday to underscore for
lawmakers the threat Russia
posed to the 2016 vote for
the White House, outlining
efforts to hack into election
systems in 21 states and to
fill the internet with misin-
formation during a divisive
campaign season.

Officials alsorevealed what
appeared to be a breakdown in
communications about how
severe the threat appeared,
and they reported tensions
the Obama administration
faced in trying to publicly
warn of meddling in the face
of a skeptical then-candidate
Donald Trump.

“One of the candidates, as
you’ll recall, was predicting
that the election was going to
be rigged in some way. And
so we were concerned that,
by making the statement, we
might in and of itself be chal-
lenging the integrity of the —
of the election process itself,”
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Former Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson
testifies to the House Intelligence Committee task
force Wednesday on Capitol Hill.

Jeh Johnson, the former head
of Homeland Security, told

the U.S. intelligence commu-
nity’s months-old determina-

may have become enmeshed
in it. A day earlier, Trump
spokesman  Sean  Spicer
said he still has yet to know
the president’s thoughts on
whether Russia interfered.

Johnson said Russian
hacking didn’t change elec-
tion totals, but he can’t be
sure other meddling didn’t
influence public opinion.

“It is not for me to know to
what extent the Russian hacks
influenced public opinion and
thereby influence the outcome
of the election,” he said.

Senators said the Home-
land Security Department
should reveal which state elec-
tion systems were targeted by
hackers as Jeanette Manfra,
the department’s undersec-

members of the House intel- tion that Russia attempted to retary for  cybersecurity,
ligence committee. meddle in the election. The demurred.

The testimony came issue has become a flashpoint Sen. Mark Wamer of
during a morning of for the Trump administration Virginia, the committee’s
double-barreled intelligence as congressional committees ranking Democrat, noted that
committee hearings — one and a special counsel inves- the FBI has confirmed intru-
in the House and one in the tigate the interference and sions into voter registration
Senate — that underscored whether the Trump campaign databases in Arizona and

In Iowa, Trump rallies base,
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Illinois, and said Americans
need to know the identities
of the other 19 states where
meddling was detected.

“I do not believe our
country is made safer by
holding this information back
from the American public,”
he said. “To have the number
of states that were hacked into
or attempted to be hacked into
still kept secret is just crazy in
my mind.”

Manfra said the depart-
ment was still tracking the
meddling and believes it’s
important to protect the confi-
dentiality of the states.

State elections officials,
who testified before the Senate
committee, complained that
DHS could have offered
more information about the
hacking.

Michael Hass, the
Wisconsin elections commis-
sioner, said DHS could have
been more timely — and
provided more detail — on
election security and threats to
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elections systems at the local
level.

Johnson said in the late
summer and into the fall, he
was very concemned about
the meddling in state election
systems and that the depart-
ment encouraged states to
seek assistance from DHS.

Johnson said he doesn’t
know whether the hacking
of the Democratic National
Committee’s emails and other
Moscow-directed  interfer-
ence “did in fact alter public
opinion, and thereby alter the
outcome of the presidential
election.” He said he was
frustrated DHS learned of the
hack into the DNC late in the
game and said the committee
refused help because it was
using a private cyber security
firm.

“In retrospect, it would
be easy for me to say that I
should have bought a sleeping
bag and camped out in front
of the DNC in late summer,”
Johnson said.
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celebrates Republican resilience

CEDAR RAPIDS, lowa (AP) — Struggling to advance
his agenda in Washington, President Donald Trump traveled
to the Midwest on Wednesday for a raucous rally with his

winning the White House.

before leading a campaign rally.

He reveled in Georgia Republican Karen Handel’s
congressional victory in an election viewed as an early
referendum on his presidency.
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forgot to live in the district.”

his poll numbers tumbling.
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some of the officials said.

generation encircles throne

new generation of royals to take the reins.

to isolate Qatar.

the hands of a man seen as a risk taker.

the 21st century.”

had no target

loathed, FBI officials said Wednesday.
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James T. Hodgkinson, 66, was shot and killed by

NIGHT OWL

police after he opened fire on Congressional Republicans
practicing for their annual charity baseball game against
Democrats last week. Rep. Steve Scalise of Lousiana, the
House majority whip, was struck in the hip and gravely
wounded. Scalise’s condition was upgraded to fair on
Wednesday.

FBI officials gave an overview of the evidence they’ve
gathered on Hodgkinson. They said he acted alone and had
no connections to terror groups. But they said they had not
yet clarified who, if anyone, he planned to target, or why,
beyond his animus toward President Donald Trump and the
Republicans he felt were ruining the country.
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