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In this June 7 file photo, President Donald Trump walks
back into the White House in Washington.

Trump’s legal plan
built in his image:
Fight, fight, fight

WASHINGTON  (AP)
— President Donald Trump,
whose combative instincts
are to lash out and never
retreat, appears to be shaping
a legal team in his own
image. His clear directive:
Fight, fight, fight.

In aggressively worded
statements and  confron-
tational TV appearances,
Trump’s personal lawyers
and newly hired proxies
have shown themselves
more than ready to defend
him in the manner to which
he is accustomed — with
arguments seemingly aimed
at public opinion as much
as at warding off any actual
legal threat from prosecutors.

The legal team, like the
president, has come out
ready to hit hard, even if not
always quite accurately.

“The president has not
been and is not under investi-
gation,” lawyer Jay Sekulow
has declared repeatedly the
past few days, only to add to
the statement Monday that he
didn’t know if that was true.
“The legal team has not been
notified,” he said on CNN.

The Trump team’s style
makes for a study in contrasts

seasoned group of prosecu-
tors and criminal law experts
working  under  Robert
Mueller, the tight-lipped,
respected ex-FBI director.
To make it even more
difficult, their client’s public
statements often threaten to
undercut their work.

“I don’t care who Trump
hires. There’s no reason to
think he’s going to listen to
legal advice,” said Wash-
ington defense lawyer Peter
Zeidenberg. “Good  luck
trying to represent him.”

It’s too early to say for sure
what legal strategy his team
will settle on, especially since
the full contours of the probe
aren’t known and no public
allegations have been leveled
by investigators. But two
avenues appear clear so far:
The lawyers are prepared to
paint Mueller’s investigative
team as somehow politically
motivated, or too aligned
with the interests of fired FBI
Director James Comey; and
they will argue the president
didn’t illegally exert pressure
on the investigation.

Whether Trump is under
investigation at this stage is
still unclear, even after he

when compared to the tweeted Friday that he was.
COMING EVENTS
TUESDAY, JUNE 20 STORY AND CRAFT TIME,

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 a.m,,
Pendleton Recreation Center,
510 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Half-court basketball. Adults only.

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. (541-276-8100)

TERRIFICALLY FREE
TUESDAY, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Museum of Eastern Ore-
gon, 400 S. Main St., Pendleton.
Free admission all day. (541-276-
1066)

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30-11 a.m., Stanfield Public
Library, 180 W. Coe Ave., Stan-
field. (541-449-1254)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.,
Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors
55 and over or $5 for adults.
(541-481-3257)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady of
Angels Catholic Church parish
hall, 565 W. Hermiston Ave.,
Hermiston. Cost is $4 for adults,
free for children 10 and under,
$4 for Meals on Wheels. Extra
50 cents for utensils/dishes. Bus
service to Senior Center by dona-
tion. (541-567-3582)

PENDLETON SENIOR
MEAL SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pend-
leton Senior Center, 510 S.W.
10th St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50
or $6 for those under 60. Pool,
puzzles, crafts, snacks, Second
Time Around thrift store 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels, call
541-276-1926. (541-276-7101)

ATHENA TUESDAY MAR-
KET, 4-7 p.m., Dugger Park,
Main Street, Athena. Local ven-
dors featuring food, crafts and
more. Vendor spaces are free.
(April McKenna or Katie Zmuda
541-310-9557)

CRAFTERNOONS, 4:15
p.m., Pendleton Public Library,
502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Drop in for a group or individual
craft project. All ages. (541-966-
0380)

INSIDE OUTSIDE THE
LINES ADULT COLORING,
6-7:30 p.m., Irrigon Public Li-
brary, 490 N.E. Main St., Irrigon.
Materials provided. Bring snacks
to share. (541-922-0138)

PENDLETON KNITTING
GROUP, 6 p.m., Prodigal Son
Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court
Ave., Pendleton. (541-966-0380)

PENDLETON EAGLES TA-
COS AND BINGO, 6 p.m., Pend-
leton Eagles Lodge, 428 S. Main
St.,, Pendleton. Regular packet
$10, special packet $5. Proceeds
donated to local charities. Public
welcome. (541-278-2828)

6:30 p.m., Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave.,
Milton-Freewater. For elementary
school-age children. (541-938-
8247)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21
ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 a.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center,
510 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Half-court basketball. Adults only.
WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. (541-276-8100)
BABY & ME LEARN & PLAY,
10-10:45 a.m., Hermiston Pub-
lic Library back entrance, 235
E. Gladys Ave., Hermiston. En-
gaging children and getting them
excited about music, improving
motor skills and sparking creativ-
ity while supporting early literacy
development. For children ages
newborn to 4 years and parent/
guardian. (541-567-2882)
STORY TIME, 11:15 am.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-

567-2882)
STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Stanfield

Community Center, 225 W. Roo-
sevelt, Stanfield. Cost is $3.50 for
seniors, $6 for others. (541-449-

1332)
PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pendleton

Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th
St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or
$6 for those under 60. Pool, puz-
Zles, crafts, snacks, Second Time
Around thrift store 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For Meals On Wheels, call 541-
276-1926. (541-276-7101)

ADULT BEGINNERS’ COM-
PUTERS, 3-4 p.m., Pendleton
Public Library meeting room, 502
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Registration is required. Classes
tailored to the needs of the attend-
ees. (541-966-0380)

MID-WEEK MARKET, 4-7
p.m., parking lot across from
Umatilla Library, Sixth Street,
Umatilla. (541-922-3226)

EXPLORING ANCIENT
TECHNOLOGIES, 6-7 p.m,
Pendleton Public Library, 502
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Build a shelter, design a boat,
weave a shoe or invent a fishing
tool, and explore other ancient
technologies designed by Ore-
gon’s first engineers. Free. (541-
966-0380)

VEGAN/SUSTAINABLE LIV-
ING POTLUCK SUPPER, 7 p.m.,
location varies, location varies,
Pendleton. Bring a vegan dish
and recipe. Gluten-free friendly
group. Call to RSVP and for driv-
ing directions. (541-969-3057)
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Patriotic Gift Items!  :
Stop by today!

Put a smile on the feart with

the power of flowers.
HWY 395, HERMISTON

Mon-Sat 8am-6pm ¢ Sun 12pm-5am
www.cottageflowersonline.com

541-567-4305

that no other outcome was possible
beyond the sad one we experienced
today,” his parents said.

Doctors had described his
condition as a state of “unresponsive
wakefulness” and said he suffered
a “severe neurological injury” of
unknown cause.

His father, Fred Warmbier, said
last week that he believed Otto had
been fighting for months to stay alive
to return to his family. The family
said he looked uncomfortable and
anguished after arriving June 13 but
his countenance later changed.

affect the balance of power between
Democrats and Republicans across the
United States.

At issue is whether Republican
lawmakers in Wisconsin drew
legislative districts that favored their
party and were so out of whack with
the state’s political breakdown that
they violated the constitutional rights
of Democratic voters.

It will be the high court’s first
case in more than a decade on what’s
known as partisan gerrymandering. A
lower court struck down the districts
as unconstitutional last year.

One factor the court weighs in making
such decisions is which side seems to
have a better chance of winning.
Republicans who control the state
legislature assured the court that they
could draw new maps in time for the
2018 elections, if the court strikes
down the districts. If the state wins,
there’ll be no need for new districts.
Democrats hope a favorable
decision will help them cut into
Republican electoral majorities.
Election law experts say the case is the
best chance yet for the high court to
put limits on what lawmakers may do
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