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Capitol Hill Police officer Nathan Rainey stands guard
on Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday after House
Majority Whip Steve Scalise of La. was shot during a
congressional baseball practice in Alexandria, Va.

Gunman wounds
lawmaker, then

killed by police

Illinois man had
history of arrests,
anti-GOP activity

ALEXANDRIA, Va.
(AP) — A rifle-wielding
attacker opened fire on

Republican lawmakers as
they practiced for a charity
baseball game Wednesday,
critically wounding House
GOP Whip
Steve Scalise of
Louisiana and
hitting aides and
Capitol police
as  congressmen
and others dove
for cover. The
assailant, who had
nursed grievances
against President
Donald Trump and
the GOP, fought a
gun battle with police before
he, too, was shot and later
died.

Colleagues said Scalise
had been fielding balls at
second base at a local park
in Alexandria, just across
the Potomac River from
the nation’s capital, as the
Republicans practiced for
their annual game with
Democrats. He dragged
himself away from the
infield leaving a trail of blood
before fellow lawmakers
could rush to his assistance.
He was listed in critical
condition Wednesday night
at a Washington hospital,
which said he will require
several more operations.

The shooter was iden-
tified as James T. Hodgk-
inson, a 66-year-old home
inspector from Illinois who
had several minor run-ins
with the law in recent years
and belonged to a Facebook
group called “Terminate the
Republican Party.” He had
been living out of his van in
the Alexandria area in recent
months, the FBI said.

Capitol Police officers
who were in Scalise’s
security  detail wounded
the shooter. He later died
of his injuries, Trump told
the nation from the White
House.

“Everyone on that field
is a public servant,” Trump
said, his tone somber, Amer-
ica’s acrimonious politics set
aside for the moment. “Their
sacrifice makes democracy
possible.”

Lawmakers noted their
good fortune in having
armed protectors on hand
“Thank God,” they
exclaimed over and over
— and said otherwise the
shooter would have been
able to take a huge deadly
toll.

The events left the capital
horrified and stunned, and
prompted immediate reflec-
tion on the current hostility
and vitriol in American poli-
tics. Lawmakers called for
a new dialogue on lowering
the partisan temperature, and
Trump urged Americans to
come together as he assumed
the role of national unifier
for one of the first times in
his presidency.

Trump later visited the
hospital where Scalise was
recovering. The president
then tweeted: “Rep. Steve
Scalise, one of the truly
great people, is in very tough
shape - but he is a real fighter.
Pray for Steve!”

Proceedings were
canceled for the day in the
House, and instead Speaker
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin and
Democratic leader Nancy
Pelosi of California issued
their own calls for unity.
“An attack on one of us is
an attack on all of us,” Ryan

Hodgkinson

said, to prolonged applause.

Shortly after the shooting,
Bernie Sanders, the former
candidate for the Democratic
presidential nomination, said
on the Senate floor that the
shooter apparently was a
volunteer for his campaign
last year. Sanders said he
denounced the wviolence
“in the strongest possible
terms.”

Scalise, 51, the No. 3
House Republican
leader, was first
elected in 2008.
The popular
and  gregarious
lawmaker is
known for his
love of baseball
and handed out
commemorative
bats when he
secured the job
of House whip
several years ago.

Texas Rep. Roger
Williams said that one of
his aides, Zack Barth, was
shot but was doing well and
expected to fully recover.
Two Capitol Police officers
sustained relatively minor
injuries. A former congres-
sional aide was hospitalized.

The shooting occurred at
a popular park and baseball
complex where Republican
lawmakers and others were
gathered for a morning
practice about 7 a.m. They
were in good spirits despite
the heat and humidity as
they prepared for the annual
congressional baseball match
that pits Republicans against
Democrats. The popular
annual  face-off,  which
raises money for charity,
is scheduled for Thursday
evening at Nationals Park
across the Potomac River
in Washington, and will go
forward as planned.

Hodgkinson has been
in the area since March,
living out of his van, said
Washington FBI  Special
Agent In Charge Tim Slater.
Democratic former Alexan-
dria Mayor Bill Euille said
he had spoken often with the
man on recent mornings at
the nearby YMCA.

Hodgkinson’s  apparent
Facebook page included
strong criticism of Repub-
licans and the Trump
administration. But Slater
said authorities were still
working to determine a
motive and had no indication
Hodgkinson knew about the
baseball practice ahead of
time.

The GOP lawmakers’
team was taking batting
practice when gunshots rang
out and chaos erupted.

After Scalise was hit,
said Rep. Mo Brooks, an
Alabama Republican, the
congressman ‘“‘crawled into
the outfield, leaving a trail of
blood.”

“We started giving him
the liquids, I put pressure
on his wound in his hip,”
Brooks said.

Texas Rep. Joe Barton,
still in his baseball uniform,
told reporters that Scalise’s
security detail, Capitol Hill
police and then Alexandria
police returned fire in a
battle that lasted as long as
10 minutes and included
dozens of shots.

“The security detail saved
a lot of lives,” he said. “It
was scary.”

Lawmakers took cover in
the dugout. Barton said his
son, Jack, got under an SUV.

Texas Rep. Mike
Conaway described what
sounded like an explosion,
then lawmakers scattering
off the field as police roamed
in search of the gunman and
engaged him.

Panicked UPS workers
flee San Francisco
gunfire that killed four

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A UPS
employee opened fire inside one of the
company’s package delivery facilities
in San Francisco on Wednesday, killing
three co-workers and then himself
as officers closed in and workers ran
frantically into the streets, police and
company officials said.

Fleeing a barrage of gunfire, some
workers sought refuge on the roof
of the 4-story facility and others ran
outside and pounded on the windows
of a public bus, witnesses said.

“They were banging on the bus and
they were screaming, ‘Go! Go! Go!””
said Jessica Franklin, 30, who was
riding the bus to work when it made
a regular stop in front of the UPS
facility. “As they got on the bus, they
were all ducking.”

Two other United Parcel Service
employees were wounded in the
shooting that prompted a massive
police response in one of the city’s
industrial neighborhoods, about 2
miles from downtown San Francisco,
Assistant Police Chief Toney Chaplin

BRIEFLY

told reporters.

Officials, UPS employees and
witnesses described other scenes
of chaos as shots rang out during a
morning meeting before drivers were
sent on their delivery routes. Neighbor
Raymond Deng said he heard up to
eight rapid gunshots.

“They were all in rapid
succession,” said Deng, a 30-year-old
tech worker who lives across the street
from the warehouse. “It was like tat,
tat, tat, tat, tat, tat, tat.”

Health chief, four
others charged with
manslaughter in Flint

FLINT, Mich. (AP) — Five
people, including the head of
Michigan’s health department, were
charged Wednesday with involuntary
manslaughter in an investigation of
Flint’s lead-contaminated water, all
blamed in the death of an 85-year-old
man who had Legionnaires’ disease.

Nick Lyon is the highest-ranking
member of Republican Gov. Rick
Snyder’s administration to be snagged in
a criminal investigation of how the city’s
water system became poisoned after
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officials tapped the Flint River in 2014.

Lyon, 48, the director of the Health
and Human Services Department, is
accused of failing to alert the majority-
black population about an outbreak of
Legionnaires’ disease in the Flint area,
which has been linked by some experts
to poor water quality in 2014-15.

An involuntary manslaughter
conviction carries up to 15 years in
prison.

“The health crisis in Flint has created
a trust crisis for Michigan government,
exposing a serious lack of confidence
in leaders who accept responsibility and
solve problems,” said state Attorney
General Bill Schuette, who said his
probe is moving to the trial phase
and signaled that Snyder, who has
apologized for his administration’s
failures that led to and prolonged the
crisis, may not be charged.

“We only file criminal charges
when evidence of probable cause of a
crime has been established. And we’re
not filing charges at this time,” he said.

Lyon also is charged with
misconduct in office for allegedly
obstructing university researchers who
are studying if the surge in cases was
linked to the Flint River.
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