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Fresh questions for Sessions

— and he’ll answer in public

WASHINGTON (AP) — Attorney General Jeftf Sessions,
facing fresh questions about his Russian contacts during the
election campaign and his role in the firing of James Comey,
will be interrogated in a public hearing by former Senate
colleagues on Tuesday.

The appearance before the Senate intelligence committee
comes one week after former FBI Director Comey
cryptically told lawmakers the bureau
had expected Sessions to recuse
himself weeks before he did from an
investigation into contacts between
Trump campaign associates and Russia
during the 2016 election.

Sessions, a close campaign adviser
to Donald Trump and the first senator
to endorse him, stepped aside from
the investigation in early March after
acknowledging he had spoken twice in
the months before the election with the
Russian ambassador to the United States.
He said under oath at his January confirmation hearing that he
had not met with Russians during the campaign.

Since then, lawmakers have raised questions about a
possible third meeting at a Washington hotel, though the
Justice Department has said that did not happen.

Sessions on Saturday said he would appear before
the intelligence committee, which has been doing its
own investigation into Russian contacts with the Trump
campaign. There had been some question as to whether
the hearing would be open to the public, but the Justice
Department said Monday he requested it be so because he
“believes it is important for the American people to hear the
truth directly from him.” The committee shortly after said the
hearing would be open.

Sessions

Trump cheerleaders turn on

special counsel Mueller

WASHINGTON (AP) — High-profile supporters of
President Donald Trump are turning on special counsel
Robert Mueller, the man charged with investigating Russian
interference in the U.S. election and possible collusion with
Trump’s campaign.

As Mueller builds his legal team, Trump’s allies have
begun raising questions about the former FBI director’s
impartiality, suggesting he cannot be trusted to lead the
probe. The comments come amid increasing frustration
at the White House and among Trump supporters that the
investigation will overshadow the president’s agenda for
months to come — a prospect that has Democrats salivating.

“Republicans are delusional if they think the special
counsel is going to be fair. Look who he is hiring,” tweeted
former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, an informal Trump
adviser.

Just weeks ago, Gingrich had heaped praise on Mueller,
hailing him as a “superb choice” for special counsel whose
reputation was “impeccable for honesty and integrity.”

But after the testimony of former FBI Director James
Comey last week, Gingrich said he’d changed his mind.

Anger management but no jail

in Gianforte body-slam saga

HELENA, Mont. (AP) — Congressman-elect Greg
Gianforte avoided jail time after pleading guilty Monday to
an election-eve assault on a reporter that turned the race for
Montana’s lone U.S. House seat into a full-fledged political
spectacle.

The Republican tech entrepreneur instead will serve 40
hours of community service and attend 20 hours of anger
management classes for throwing
Guardian reporter Ben Jacobs to
the ground at Gianforte’s campaign
headquarters in Bozeman on May 24.

For all the national attention the
audiotaped assault brought to the race in
its waning hours, the judge, prosecutors
and the new congressman’s attorneys
maintained Monday he was treated
like any other first-time misdemeanor
offender.

There was one notable exception,
however: Gallatin County Justice of the
Peace Rick West said he would allow prosecutors and the
defense several weeks to argue over his order that the rookie
politician be fingerprinted, photographed and booked like
other defendants.

West ordered Gianforte to pay $385 in fines and court
costs in addition to his 180-day suspended jail sentence,
meaning he will be under court supervision until late
November and will be able to petition to have the conviction
removed from his record.
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Interior head suggests reducing

Bears Ears National Monument

WASHINGTON (AP) — Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
on Monday recommended that the new Bears Ears National
Monument in Utah be reduced in size and said Congress
should step in to designate how selected areas of the 1.3
million-acre site are managed.

Zinke made the recommendation as part of an interim
report to President Donald Trump on the scenic swath of
southern Utah with red rock plateaus, cliffs and canyons on
land considered sacred to tribes.

Trump signed an executive order in April directing Zinke
to review the designation of dozens of national monuments
on federal lands, calling the protection efforts “a massive
federal land grab” by previous administrations.

Trump and other Republicans have singled out former
President Barack Obama’s designation of Bears Ears, calling
it an unnecessary layer of federal control that hurts local
economies by closing the area to new energy development.
They also say it isn’t the best way to protect the land.

Zinke toured Bears Ears last month on foot, horseback
and helicopter and met with Utah Gov. Gary Herbert and
other state leaders. Herbert and other Utah Republicans
oppose Obama’s December designation of the Bears Ears
monument.

Trump travel ban dealt another

blow, faces high court next

SEATTLE (AP) — Another U.S. appeals court stomped
on President Donald Trump’s revised travel ban Monday,
saying the administration violated federal immigration law
and failed to provide a valid reason for keeping people
from six mostly Muslim nations from coming to the
country.

The decision by a unanimous three-judge panel of the
San Francisco-based 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals helps
keep the travel ban blocked and deals Trump a second big
legal defeat on the policy in less than three weeks.

The administration said it would seek further review at
the U.S. Supreme Court, as it has already done with a ruling
against the travel ban by another appeals court last month.
The high court is likely to consider the cases in tandem.
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AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky
A woman holds a poster depicting the portrait of the Russian
President Vladimir Putin and reading ‘That’s all’ during anti cor-

ruption rally in St.Petersburg, Russia on Monday.

Attorney General Jeff Sessions insisted the new decision

would harm national security — an argument the judges

rejected.

“The executive branch is entrusted with the responsibility
to keep the country safe under Article II of the Constitution,”
Sessions said in a written statement. “Unfortunately, this
injunction prevents the president from fully carrying out
his Article II duties and has a chilling effect on security

operations overall.”
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Thousands rally across Russia

in new challenge to Kremlin

MOSCOW (AP) — Tens of thousands of
protesters held anti-corruption rallies across
Russia on Monday in a new show of defiance
by an opposition that the Kremlin had once
dismissed as ineffectual and marginalized.

More than a thousand were arrested —
including opposition leader and protest
organizer Alexei Navalny, who was seized
outside his Moscow residence while heading
to the rally in the city center and sentenced to
30 days in jail several hours later.

The Moscow protest was the most
prominent in a string of more than 100 rallies
in cities and towns stretching through all 11
of Russia’s time zones — from the Pacific to
the European enclave of Kaliningrad — with
many denouncing President Vladimir Putin.

Thousands of angry demonstrators thronged

to Tverskaya Street, a main avenue in the
capital, chanting “Down with the czar” and
singing the Russian national anthem.

The protests coincided with Russia Day, a

national holiday that this year brought out historical

carrying wooden shields.
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re-enactors, some of them dressed in medieval
costumes. At one point, the Moscow demonstration
featured an unlikely scene of about 5,000 protesters
rallying next to an enclosure with geese, a medieval
catapult and bearded men in homemade tunics and
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