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Hermiston Garden Tour blooms for PEO chapter
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A bottle tree and wagon with plants line a side fence at the home
of Dan and Polly Briscoe during the 2016 PE.O. Hermiston Garden
Tour. Five new gardens are featured in this year’s tour, which is

Saturday June 17.

BRIEFLY

Traveling Lantern
to perform locally

A pair of local libraries
will host performances of the
Traveling Lantern Theatre
Company.

The Portland-based
theater group will perform
Friday at 10 a.m. at the
Athena Public Library, 418
E. Main St., and at 1 p.m. at
Weston Park, which is hosted
by the Weston Public Library.
There is no admission charge.

Through interactive
games and discovering
basic building techniques,
audiences will help draw
a ground plan while Thia
Tweet, the bird architect,
and Gerry, the ant contractor
from Brooklyn, assist the
Ribbles in building a new
home for a better world. The
performances help kick off
summer reading programs at
the two libraries.

In addition, professional
storyteller Christopher
Leebrick will perform
Wednesday, June 14 at
6:30 p.m. at the Athena
library. The award-winning
entertainer brings the ancient
art of storytelling alive as
he entertains with a variety
of voices while acting out
characters. All ages are
welcome.

Sponsored by the Oregon
College Savings Plan, parents
are encouraged to enter their
child for an opportunity to
win a $529 Oregon College
Savings Plan account or add
to an existing plan.

For more information
about library programs,
call the Athena library at
541-566-2470 or the Weston
library at 541-566-2378.

Playground project
sets work party

IONE — Anyone
interested in helping with the
Ione Memorial Playground
project is invited to a
weekend work party.

The Port of Morrow is
setting poles and finalizing
the structural engineering on
Friday. Volunteers are needed
Saturday beginning at 9 a.m.
and Sunday around 10-11
a.m. at Ione City Park.

The tasks include putting
a swing set structure together,
as well as bark being
unloaded and spread around.
Also, benches will need to be
put together and picnic tables
need cleaning and setting up.

The project was
spearheaded by Mark and
Cydney McElligott in
memory of their infant son,
Dominic Cordell McElligott,
who died Feb. 29, 2016.

For more information, call
Kim Carter at 541-422-7414
or McElligott at 541-303-
3551.

AAUW sets
picnic, installation
of new officers

PENDLETON —A
picnic lunch and installation
of officers is planned during
an upcoming gathering of the

The public is invited to
the event, which is Saturday
at 11 a.m. at Pioneer Park,
400 N.W. Despain Ave.,
Pendleton. Those planning
to attend need to being their
own picnic lunch and drinks.
This is the last general
meeting of the year for the

group.

For more about the
Pendleton AAUW affiliate,
contact karenallen1965@
gmail.com.

Equality march
set for Sunday

PENDLETON — In an
effort to mobilize the support
of friends and loved ones of
the LGBTQ community, a
National Equality March is
planned.

Sponsored by the
Pendleton chapter of
PFLAG, alocal event is set
Sunday beginning at 1 p.m.
at Brownfield Park, 12 S.
Main St., Pendleton. Opening
remarks will take place at
the park, then the group will
march to the Umatilla County
Courthouse, where additional
speakers will address the
crowd. The organizing
committee includes residents
from Pendleton, Mission
and Hermiston. Everyone
from the surrounding area is
invited to attend.

Participants who would
like to be seated during the
speaking are encouraged
to bring their own portable
chairs. After the speakers,
the march will return to
Brownfield Park. Several
volunteers will serve a health
and safety role during the
march to assist to participants
along the route.

For more information,
contact PFLAG at 541-966-
8414 or pflag.pendleton.or@
gmail.com.

Festival features
short plays

PENDLETON — A trio
of short theater productions
are featured in the
Ten-Minute Play Festival.

In its 12th year, the event
showecases the Blue Mountain
Community College theatre
arts department. The
performances are Monday
at noon and 7 p.m. in Bob
Clapp Theatre in Pioneer Hall
at BMCC, 2411 N.W. Carden
Ave., Pendleton. There is no
admission fee.

For more information,
contact Craig Mclntosh,
BMCC theatre arts instructor,
at 541-278-5928 or
cmcintosh@bluecc.edu.

M-F library takes
part in summer
food program

MILTON-FREEWATER
— The Milton-Freewater
Public Library is participating
in the Summer Food Service
Program through the United
States Department of
Agriculture

The free program runs
Tuesdays (June 13- Aug. 1)
and Thursdays (June 15-Aug.
10) at 10:30 a.m. at the
library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave.,
Milton-Freewater.

Participation requirements
for the program and all
activities are open to all,
regardless of race, color,
national origin, sex, age
or disability. Persons with
disabilities who require
alternative means of
communication for program
information may contact the
USDA through the Federal
Relay Service at 800-877-
8339. For more information,
contact program.intake(@
usda.gov.

The Milton-Freewater
library can be reached at
541-938-8246.
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Vicki Bowman, past president
of P.E.O. Chapter DR, said a love
of gardening has sprouted into an
annual garden tour that serves as a
fundraiser for the group.

“Audney Cosand started the
Garden Tour and inspired us with
her love of gardening and travels
around the world, often visiting
gardens and taking garden tours on
her many trips,” Bowman said.

In its 13th year, the Hermiston
Garden Tour features a handful
of gardens. After taking the tour,
participants are encouraged to stop
by Kopacz Nursery & Florist. The
Hermiston business is providing a
20 percent discount to all garden
tour ticket holders. In addition to
a variety of flowers and plants, the
store has a large selection of home
and garden items. Also, Heidi’s
Coffee Cottage is offering $1 off on
the beverage of your choice.

The event is Saturday, June 17
from 10 am. to 3 p.m. The tour

booklet includes descriptions of
the gardens, directions and a map.
Tickets can be purchased at Cottage
Flowers, Kopacz Nursery and from
P.E.O. members.

The gardens may be visited in
any order. Also, members of the
P.E.O. Chapter will greet partici-
pants at each of the locations.

“I'm always amazed at the
beauty we find behind a gardener’s
fence or home,” Bowman said.

The highlighted gardens include
an QOasis of Ease. With busy
lifestyles that have Randy and Pat
Moulton on the go, the couple has
created a low maintenance getaway.

The Family Farm of Creigh and
Pam Lincoln includes a Yellow
Rose of Texas, dating back to 1912.
Also featured are more than 60
hostas and 30 heuchera (coral bells)
scattered in shaded areas.

Scott and Melissa Purswell
brought a garden to life from dirt
piles when they built their home
in 2011. Described as a Hidden
Delight, the gardens at Steve and
Joni Anderson’s home provides

a pleasant surprise tucked behind
their home. And Cul-de-sac Charm
showcases the evolving efforts of
Mike and Debbie Purkerson.

While the garden owners aren’t
required to be present, many times
they are on hand during the tours,
Bowman said.

“It is fun to be able to visit with
them and they seem to enjoy it,
t00,” she said.

Bowman said upwards of
80-100 people take the tour each
year, typically raising about $1,000.
The money is used for P.E.O. schol-
arships and grants. P.E.O. Interna-
tional (Philanthropic Educational
Organization) was founded in 1869
as a way to support women and
encourage them in realizing their
potential through education.

For more information, call
Becky at 541-289-3340 or Kelly at
541-567-6109.

Contact  Community  Editor
Tammy Malgesini at tmalgesini@
eastoregonian.com or 541-564-
4539
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