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Month to date 0.03" The Dalles 85/58 Pendleton 81/49 Hi Lo )’W Hi Lo w High104°in Needles, Calif. Low 26° in Bodie State Park, Calif.
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Moonrise today 2:58 p.m. Y : 0-2,Llow  3-5 Moderate  6-7, High; Jacksonville 85 70 t 8 70 t San Francisco 66 53 pc 66 52 pc
: Eastern and Central Oregon: Partly sunny Cascades: Sunshine and patchy clouds 8-10, Very High; 114, Extreme i i P
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PENDLETON

UAS range may lure

massive firefighting drone

By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

The manager of Pend-
leton’s Unmanned Aerial
Systems Range said he
expects to hear next week if
the Flyox I, a massive Span-
ish-made drone designed to
assist with firefighting, will
run test flights at the Eastern
Oregon Regional Airport.

Darryl Abling said the
drone manufacturer, Singular
Aircraft, is  considering
Pendleton along with fellow

Pendleton open burning ends Monday

PENDLETON — The Pendleton Fire Department
declared that open burning ends Monday. The ban
applies to the city, Rieth Water District and the fire
districts of Lower McKay, McKay Dam, and Riverside.

Pendleton does not allow burn barrels within city
limits, but the ban does not apply to burn barrels in the
fire districts. However, people only may burn in barrels
on “green days,” according to the statement from the
fire department. To find out if a day is “green,” call the
Umatilla County burn line at 541-278- 6397, or visit the
county website at http://www.co.umatilla.or.us/.

Open burning is any outdoor burning, backyard
burning, and piles of yard debris. Burning stumps, field
burns, burning trash, commercial waste, construction
debris, and bonfires require permits available from the
Pendleton Fire Department at no charge.

For more information visit the Pendleton Fire
Department at 911 S.W. Court Ave. or www.pendleton.
or.us/fire-ambulance .

Corrections
The June 2 article “EOTEC
will hire manager” incorrectly
stated Sheriff Terry Rowan
was present at the joint meeting
between the Hermiston City
Council and Umatilla County
Commission. He was not.
One of the businesses in-
volved in the bathroom re-
model in Friday’s “Tips and
Kicks” column, Sheets Paint-
ing LLC, was incorrectly
identified. The East Orego-
nian works hard to be accu-
rate and sincerely regrets any
errors. If you notice a mistake
in the paper, please call 541-
966-0818.

Oregon UAS ranges in Warm
Springs and Tillamook. The
final decision could be made
as early as Wednesday.

“This could be a huge win

Photo contributed by Singular Aircraft
The Flyox | has a maximum takeoff weight of 8,378
pounds with a 45-foot wingspan and 145 mph cruising
speed. It is being developed to assist in firefighting.
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for the Oregon ranges and the
city of Pendleton, if it comes
here,” Abling said.

Singular  Aircraft has
partnered with a Canadian
company called Unmanned
Aircraft International in its
effort to gain U.S. certifica-
tion for the Flyox I, a move
that Abling said would
essentially open the door
to marketing the product
worldwide.

Abling said he had a
chance meeting with repre-
sentatives of Unmanned
Aircraft International at
the recent Association for
Unmanned Vehicle Systems
International trade show in
Dallas. The company was
looking for U.S. airspace,
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Abling said, and decided to
do site surveys of all three
ranges in Oregon.

“They were very happy
with Pendleton and the
support they could get here,”
Abling said.

Flyox 1 would be the
largest drone to fly at the
Pendleton UAS  Range
— much larger than the
ArcticShark, which was
unveiled to the public
in March. Flyox has a
maximum takeoff weight of
8,378 pounds with a 45-foot
wingspan and 145 mph
cruising speed. A Cessna, for
comparison, weighs about
2,000 pounds.

The vehicle is designed
to drop water on forest fires,

and has a payload of more
than 4,000 pounds. It may be
customized in the future for
other uses as well, including
agriculture and general cargo
deliveries.

Abling said he expects to
have a conference call with
Singular Aircraft sometime
between next Wednesday
and Friday, when the range
will receive final word.

“They absolutely liked
our capabilities,” Abling said.
“When we were in Dallas, we
had a lot of people come up.
Our name and reputation are
definitely getting out there.”

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.
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"Scramble for

Scholarships"
Friday, June 9th

COMMUNITY HEALTH 1pm Shotgun Start
FOUNDATI ON

Big River Golf Course - Umatilla

Golfers of all skill levels are being invited to participate in the 24" annual
"Scramble for Scholarships" golf tournament. Four person teams can sign
up together or individuals pairings can be made by the tournament
committee. Your $70 entry fee covers green fees, a box lunch at noon, and Q
BBQ at the end, plus makes a charitable donation to the foundation to use

s

in awarding scholarships for local health care students.
Join us for a fun afternoon of golf for a good cause by calling 541-667-3405.
Entry deadline is June 7th.
Great prize holes and Hole-in-one on #1 & #9 wins a new car sponsored by Tom Denchel Ford
and Hermiston Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram!
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Thank you to all our donors: Grocery Outlet, Olsen’s Auto Parts LLC, Roger Bounds
Foundation, Ben and Nora Lee Holdman, Mike & Carol Frink, Antiques and Art
on Main, Vision Source Pendleton, Bank of Eastern Oregon, Altrusa of Pendle-
ton, Hermiston Foods LLC, Kiwanis Club of Hermiston, The Great Pacific Wine
and Coffee Company, New Image Sports, Jeff & Christine Guenther, Birch Creek
Trophies, Robinson Rentals, Jensen’s Ag Service, Bob Schwartz- Kettlecorn, Wild-
horse Resort & Casino, US Dept of Interior BLM, Oregon East Symphony, Village
Gunsmith, Three Divas Beads, Umatilla County Fair, Farm City Pro Rodeo, Walmart,
The Furniture Lady, East Oregonian Newspaper, Premium Tire & Lube, Bi-Mart,
Sunshine Gourmet, Pendleton Center For the Arts, Pendleton Round Up, US Cellu-
lar, Cayuse Technologies, Lapps Auto Body, State Farm Stanley E. Henderer, The
RBH Group LLC, Wheatland Insurance, First Community Credit Union, Oregon
Trail Veterinary Clinic, Premier Physical Therapy, Ziegler Transmission, El Erradero,
Community Bank, Juniper House, Prodigal Son Brewery, The Store Eclectiporium,
Rob Merriman Plumbing & Heating Inc., Barreto Manufacturing, Inc., Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 922, Whitney & Associates Inc., Bruce Kauss, Vintage Court An-
tiques, Cunningham Sheep Company, Krumbein Engineering, Auto Cool
Woodpecker Truck, The Saddle, Roger J. Bounds Foundation, Hodgen Distributing,
Eastern Oregon Mechanical, Tumbleweed Toastmasters Club and Perry Hawkins
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Thank you volunteers, the Car Show committee and the BMCC Diesel
Technician Program!




