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Train stabbing survivor: Portland has ‘white savior complex’
B2

Pro-Trump free speech
rally in Portland to go
ahead as planned

By GILLIAN FLACCUS
Associlated Press

PORTLAND — A man
who was stabbed in the neck
while trying to stop a man
from shouting anti-Muslim
insults at two young women
on a Portland, Oregon, light-
rail train said Wednesday that
the city should focus on the
girls, not him.

An emotional Micah
Fletcher said in a six-minute
video on his Facebook page
that Portland has a “white
savior complex” and resi-
dents are heaping praise on
him, but the real victims are
the women. He says they
must be traumatized from
being targets of hate and from
the deaths of two other men
who also tried to intervene
Friday.

Beth Nakamura/The Oregonian via AP, Pool

Micah Fletcher, a victim of a stabbing attack on a light
rail train that left two dead, watches as suspect Jere-
my Christian is arraigned in Multnomah County Circuit

Court in Portland Tuesday.

“These people need to be
reminded that this is about
them, that they are the real
victims here,” he said.

Jeremy Joseph Christian is
accused of stabbing to death
Ricky Best, 53, and Taliesin
Namkai-Meche, 23. Prose-

COMING EVENTS

THURSDAY, JUNE 1

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 a.m,,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Half-
court basketball. Adults only.

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. (541-276-8100)

PRESCHOOL STORY AND
CRAFT TIME, 10:30 a.m., MIl-
ton-Freewater Public Library, 8
S.W. Eighth Ave., Milton-Freewa-
ter. (Lili Schmidt 541-938-8247)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th
St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or
$6 for those under 60. Pool, puz-
zZles, crafts, snacks, Second Time
Around thrift store 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For Meals On Wheels, call 541-
276-1926. (541-276-7101)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.,
Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors
55 and over or $5 for adults. (541-
481-3257)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady
of Angels Catholic Church par-
ish hall, 565 W. Hermiston Ave.,
Hermiston. Cost is $4 for adults,
free for children 10 and under,
$4 for Meals on Wheels. Extra 50
cents for utensils/dishes. Bus ser-
vice to Senior Center by donation.
(541-567-3582)

SENSORY STORY TIME,
12:30 p.m., Boardman Public Li-
brary, 200 S. Main St., Boardman.
For children from birth to age 4.
(541-481-2665)

SKILLS FOR LIFE, 3-5 p.m.,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Gym
activities and life skills for middle
and high school students. Regis-
tration requested. (Danny Bane
541-379-4250)

YARN CLUB, 530 p.m,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-567-
2882)

UMATILLA COUNTY CHIL-
DREN AND FAMILY GRIEF RE-
COVERY CENTER ORGANIZA-
TIONAL MEETING, 6 p.m., New
Hope Community Church, 1350
S. Highway 395, Hermiston. Meet-
and-greet at 5:45 p.m. followed
by meeting at 6 p.m. All those
interested in volunteering are en-
couraged to attend. (Matt Terjeson
503-720-1620)

THE ARC UMATILLA COUN-
TY BINGO, 6-10 p.m., The Arc
Building, 215 W. Orchard Ave.,
Hermiston. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
seats may be held until 6:30 p.m.,
then all seats first come, first
served; games begin at 7 p.m.
Proceeds benefit Umatilla County
citizens with developmental dis-
abilities. 18 years or older, must
have proof of age and photo I.D.
Basic pot $20, prizes range from
$20-$750. (541-567-7615)

FIDDLERS NIGHT, 6:30-8:30
p.m., Brookdale Assisted Living,
980 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston.
Enjoy light refreshments, listen to
some favorite oldies or join in the
jam session. All ages welcome.
(541-567-3141)

“THE LITTLE MERMAID
JR.”, 7 p.m., Sandstone Middle
School commons, 400 N.E. 10th
St.,, Hermiston. Nearly 100 stu-
dents and staff will present the mu-
sical featuring 25 dancers, which
will also be live-streamed on the
district website for those unable to
attend in person. Cost to attend is
$3 per person or $2 with a canned
food item. (Maria Duron 541-667-
6036)

FRIDAY, JUNE 2
ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 a.m,,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Half-

b s

“Celebrating Small Town Heritage in a Big Way”

court basketball. Adults only.

OLD IRON SHOW, 8 a.m.-10
p.m., Roy Raley Park, 1205 S.W.
Court Ave., Pendleton. 14th annu-
al show features everything from
antique farm equipment to auto-
mobiles, engines to fixtures, fasci-
nating demonstrations and more.
Free. (Rebecca Frostad 541-276-
0012)

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. (541-276-8100)

HEPPNER FARMERS MAR-
KET, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Heppner City
Park, 444 N. Main St., Heppner.
Local produce, crafts, baked
goods and more. (Don or Jo Ann
Shannon 541-676-8957)

FREE FIRST FRIDAY, 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Tamastslikt Cultural
Institute, 47106 Wildhorse Blvd.,
Pendleton. Free admission all day.
(541-966-9748)

STORY TIME, 10:15 am.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-567-
2882)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 SW 10th St.,
Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or $6 for
those under 60. Pool, puzzles,
crafts, snacks, Second Time
Around thrift store 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For Meals On Wheels, call 541-
276-1926. (541-276-7101)

PENDLETON FARMERS
MARKET, 4-7 p.m., 300 block,
South Main Street, Pendleton. Lo-
cal produce, baked goods, crafts,
jewelry, live music, food vendors
and more. (Cheryl Montgomery
541-969-9466)

“DECLARATIONS!”  CON-
CERT, 5:30 p.m., Pendleton
Farmers Market, 300 Block South
Main Street, Pendleton. The A
Sharp Players will perform a suite
of selections from the Broadway
musical “Hamilton,” and a perfor-
mance of Mendelssohn’s “Wed-
ding March.” Free. (JD Kindle 541-
276-0320)

PARENTING IN A SEXUALLY
CHARGED WORLD, 5:30-9 p.m.,
New Hope Communitiy Church,
1350 S. Highway 395, Hermiston.
The session will address how to
have important conversations with
youth about gender, social media,
sex and porn, and when it’'s best to
have particular conversations with
children and youths. Dinner is in-
cluded beginning at 5:30 p.m. Cost
is $3 per person or $10 for a family,
and free child care will be provided
from 6-10 p.m. Pre-registration re-
quested. (541-567-8441)

VFW BINGO, 6 p.m., Herm-
iston VFW, 45 W. Cherry St,
Hermiston. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
games begin at 7 p.m. Everyone
welcome. (541-567-6219)

“THE LITTLE MERMAID
JR.”, 7 p.m., Sandstone Middle
School commons, 400 N.E. 10th
St., Hermiston. Nearly 100 stu-
dents and staff will present the mu-
sical featuring 25 dancers, which
will also be live-streamed on the
district website for those unable to
attend in person. Cost to attend is
$3 per person or $2 with a canned
food item. (Maria Duron 541-667-
6036)

SATURDAY, JUNE 3

PANCAKE BREAKFAST,
7-10 a.m., Stanfield Community
Center, 225 W. Roosevelt, Stan-
field. Costs $5 for full breakfast/$3
for light meal. (541-449-1332)

OLD IRON SHOW, 8 a.m.-10
p.m., Roy Raley Park, 1205 S.W.
Court Ave., Pendleton. 14th annu-
al show features everything from
antique farm equipment to auto-
mobiles, engines to fixtures, fasci-
nating demonstrations and more.
Free. (Rebecca Frostad 541-276-
0012)
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10:00 A.M. on Water St

FRIDAY JUNE 2ND

9:45 A.M. on Water St
« Kid's Parade

- (ar Show

6:30 P.M. - Memorial Hall  * Main Parade « Alumni Dinner
« Queen’s Coronation 11:00 A.M. at Elliott Park
« Grand Marshall Introduction  « BBQ Beef Lunch ELLIOTT PARK EVENTS

(Served until 1:30 PM. orsoldout) 9300 A.M.-5:00 P.M.

SATURDAY JUNE 3RD . Queen & Grand Marshall « Vendors & Concessions

5:30-9:30 A.M. Presentation « Live Entertainment on stage
at Elliott Park (At the park pavilion) - BBQ Cook Off

« Fireman’s Breakfast « Kid's Games & Activities

11:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

(On Water St. in front of the park)

6:30 P.M. Memorial Hall

“Honor the past « Celebrate the present « Embrace the future”

cutors say he attacked them
after they confronted him for
harassing two young black
women, one of whom wore a
Muslim head covering.
Fletcher, a 21-year-old
student at Portland State
University and a poet, also

Thursday Morning

stood up to Christian. His
wound was within milli-
meters of being fatal, court
documents say. He has been
released from the hospital
and attended Christian’s first
court hearing, where a scar on
his neck was visible.

Christian, 35, did not enter
a plea Tuesday. His court-ap-
pointed attorney, Gregory
Scholls, has not returned a
call.

Fletcher’s post included a
link to a fundraising page for
the girls.

“Suffice it to say, that
I think it’s immensely,
immensely and morally
wrong how much money we
have gotten as opposed to the
money, love, kindness that
has been given to that little
girl,” he said, speaking of the
money raised for him and the
slain victims’ families.

Court documents describe
a chaotic scene on the train
from the moment Christian
boarded.

He was drinking sangria
from a large, bladder-style
bag and began shouting anti-
Muslim slurs once he spotted
the two young women,
according to a probable
cause affidavit signed by

Multnomah County Deputy
District ~ Attorney ~ Ryan
Lufkin.

One passenger tried to
intervene and was not hurt.
The women moved away
from Christian.

Surveillance video then
shows Christian turn his
attention to Namkai-Meche,
who was seated. It wasn’t
clear if he said something to
draw Christian’s attention,
but he stood up as Christian
began shouting at him.

Fletcher then stood up and
pushed Christian hard enough
to make him stumble, the
affidavit said.

Christian pulled a folded
knife from his pocket and
concealed it in his hand,
prosecutors say. As a shoving

match  ensued, Christian
first stabbed Fletcher, then
Namkai-Meche, the docu-
ments say. Best then tried to
come to their aid and was
stabbed.

Also  Wednesday, an
organizer ~ canceled an
anti-Shariah law rally that
had been planned for June
10 in downtown Portland. In
a Facebook post, Scott Ryan
Presler blamed “inflamma-
tory comments” by Portland
Mayor Ted Wheeler that he
said put participants at risk
of violence. He said they will
march in Seattle instead.

Wheeler had called on the
U.S. government to revoke a
permit for an event Sunday
billed as a pro-President
Donald Trump free-speech
rally and not to issue a permit
for the rally against Islamic
law. Both were planned on
federal property.

The government said
Wednesday that it would not
revoke this weekend’s permit.
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