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TV TIME

Tuesday, May 30, 2017

Bicycling event pedals peaceful scenery, raucous rest stops

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

Known for its outra-
geously fun rest stops, the
Century Ride of the Centu-
ries — AKA the CROC
— still offers a challenge for
seasoned cyclists.

Referring to herself as the
“Head CROC-a-roo,” Nikki
Murtaugh said both short and
long routes are offered each
day of the Memorial Day
weekend event.

“We try to create routes
that are relatively traffic
free, which is greatly appre-
ciated by riders from the I-5
corridor,” she said.

“Each ride takes you on a
country journey up and down
the rolling hills of green
wheat fields prevalent this
time of year. It’s beautiful,”
is how Pendleton on Wheels
describes the event.

In its 15th year, the CROC
serves as a fundraiser for Pend-
leton on Wheels. The bicycle
enthusiasts provide grants to
programs and organizations
that benefit area youths.

The event’s distinguishing
feature, Chuck Wood said,
has quickly become the “wild
and crazy” rest stops.

With themes including
everything from White Trash
and Medieval Times to Okto-
berfest and Hawaiian Pirates,
taking a break features more
than merely re-fueling.

Touted as a ride that’s
perfect for everyone from
novice cyclists to veteran
pedalers, David Filkins
geared up for his first century
ride several years ago. The
Pendleton man shared about
his experience leading up to
the momentous occasion in
this year’s La Gazetta dello
CROC, an event newsletter
that includes the schedule,
daily weather reports, route
information and emergency
phone numbers.

When riding, Filkins
said once he’s in the saddle,
he wusually doesn’t stop.
However, he tarried at the
rest stops. And, that’s when
he learned about camaraderie
of the CROC.

“At every stop, there were
delicious snacks and other
riders,” he said. “All the
other riders knew that it was

A cyclist fake screams Saturday as she tries out the stocks at the Medieval rest stop
during the Century Ride for the Centuries. Luke Meeks (left) and Mike Chapman
worked all morning at the rest stop giving the cyclists some Medieval torture and

refreshments such as spiced mead and meat off the spit.

my first ride so they wanted
status reports.”

When  his  odometer
reading hit 100 miles, Filkins
said the feeling was exhila-
rating. Getting off his bike,
he sprawled out on the warm
pavement near Tamastslikt
Cultural Institute. Soaking
in the moment, Filkins said
others approached him to
find out if he was OK.

“I went from a novice rider,
where a 10-mile ride (with a
long break in the middle) was
a good ride,” he said.

Called the Wheatfield
Loop, Saturday’s partici-
pants had a choice between
a 34-mile or 55-mile ride
— both taking riders past a
number of century farms.
Sunday’s options included
the Century Route (100
miles) or a 58-mile ride.

And, Monday featured
the Cabbage Hill Challenge.
Referred to as The CROC
Classic, organizers extol the
amazing views — making the
climb worthy of every turn of
the pedal on the way up. For
those not up to the challenge,
there’s a shorter out and back
route from Deadman Pass to
Meacham.

The first CROC was held
in 2003. It came two years
after Pendleton hosted the
Northwest Tandem Rally.
The Pendleton Chamber
of Commerce wanted to
promote a local bicycling
event that would highlight
the importance of agriculture
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TUESDAY, MAY 30

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME,
10:30-11 a.m., Stanfield Public Li-
brary, 180 W. Coe Ave., Stanfield.
(541-449-1254)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pendleton Se-
nior Center, 510 S.W. 10th St., Pend-
leton. Costs $3.50 or $6 for those un-
der 60. Pool, puzzles, crafts, snacks,
Second Time Around thrift store 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. For Meals On Wheels,
call 541-276-1926. (541-276-7101)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St.,
Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors
55 and over or $5 for adults. (541-
481-3257)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady
of Angels Catholic Church par-
ish hall, 565 W. Hermiston Ave.,
Hermiston. Cost is $4 for adults,
free for children 10 and under,
$4 for Meals on Wheels. Extra 50
cents for utensils/dishes. Bus ser-
vice to Senior Center by donation.
(541-567-3582)

ATHENA TUESDAY MAR-
KET, 4-7 p.m., Dugger Park, Main
Street, Athena. Local vendors fea-
turing food, crafts and more. Ven-
dor spaces are free. (April McKen-
na or Katie Zmuda 541-310-9557)

CRAFTERNOONS, 4:15 p.m.,
Pendleton Public Library, 502
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Drop
in for a group or individual craft
project. All ages. (541-966-0380)

INSIDE OUTSIDE THE LINES
ADULT COLORING, 6-7:30 p.m.,
Irrigon Public Library, 490 N.E.
Main St., Irrigon. Materials provid-
ed. Bring snacks to share. (541-
922-0138)

PENDLETON KNITTING
GROUP, 6 p.m., Prodigal Son
Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court
Ave., Pendleton. (541-966-0380)

PENDLETON EAGLES TA-
COS AND BINGO, 6 p.m., Pend-
leton Eagles Lodge, 428 S. Main
St.,, Pendleton. Regular packet
$10, special packet $5. Proceeds
donated to local charities. Public
welcome. (541-278-2828)

STORY AND CRAFT TIME,
6:30 p.m., Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave.,
Milton-Freewater. For elementary

school-age children. (541-938-
8247)
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 a.m,,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Half-
court basketball. Adults only.

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. (541-276-8100)

BABY & ME LEARN & PLAY,
10-10:45 a.m., Hermiston Public Li-
brary back entrance, 235 E. Gladys
Ave., Hermiston. Engaging children
and getting them excited about
music, improving motor skills and
sparking creativity while supporting
early literacy development. For chil-
dren ages newborn to 4 years and
parent/guardian. (541-567-2882)

STORY TIME, 11:15 a.m.,
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-
567-2882)

STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Stanfield Com-

munity Center, 225 W. Roosevelt,
Stanfield. Cost is $3.50 for seniors,
$6 for others. (541-449-1332)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th
St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or
$6 for those under 60. Pool, puz-
Zles, crafts, snacks, Second Time
Around thrift store 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
For Meals On Wheels, call 541-
276-1926. (541-276-7101)

ADULT BEGINNERS’ COM-
PUTERS, 3-4 p.m., Pendleton
Public Library meeting room, 502
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.
Registration is required. Classes
tailored to the needs of the attend-
ees. (541-966-0380)

“STORIES & SONGS: CE-
LILO FALLS AND COLUMBIA
RIVER”, 5:30 p.m., Tamastslikt
Cultural Institute, 47106 Wildhorse
Blvd., Pendleton. Fred Hill, Thom-
as Morning Owl and Toby Patrick,
Oregon Folklife Network culture
keepers, will explore the traditions
of Nciwana (the big river) through
songs and stories for all ages. Re-
freshments. Free. (541-429-7700)

“THE LITTLE MERMAID”,
6 p.m., Echo Community School
gymnasium, 600 Gerone St.,
Echo. Echo students in grades
6-8 will present this classic Disney
musical. Free admission. (Emma
Hubbard 541-281-9333)

VEGAN/SUSTAINABLE LIV-
ING POTLUCK SUPPER, 7 p.m.,
location varies, location varies,
Pendleton. Bring a vegan dish and
recipe. Gluten-free friendly group.
Call to RSVP and for driving direc-
tions. (541-969-3057)

THURSDAY, JUNE 1

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6 am,,
Pendleton Recreation Center, 510
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Half-
court basketball. Adults only.

WALKING FOR WELLNESS,
8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Rec-
reation Center, 510 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. (541-276-8100)

PRESCHOOL STORY AND
CRAFT TIME, 10:30 a.m., MIl-
ton-Freewater Public Library, 8
S.W. Eighth Ave., Milton-Freewa-
ter. (Lili Schmidt 541-938-8247)

PENDLETON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Pendleton
Senior Center, 510 S.W. 10th
St., Pendleton. Costs $3.50 or
$6 for those under 60. Pool, puz-
Zles, crafts, snacks, Second Time
Around thrift store 9 a.m.to 1 p.m.
For Meals On Wheels, call 541-
276-1926. (541-276-7101)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St
Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors
55 and over or $5 for adults. (541-
481-3257)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady
of Angels Catholic Church par-
ish hall, 565 W. Hermiston Ave.,
Hermiston. Cost is $4 for adults,
free for children 10 and under,
$4 for Meals on Wheels. Extra 50
cents for utensils/dishes. Bus ser-
vice to Senior Center by donation.
(541-567-3582)

SENSORY STORY TIME,
12:30 p.m., Boardman Public Li-
brary, 200 S. Main St., Boardman.
For children from birth to age 4.
(541-481-2665)

and history in the area.
This year’s goal, Wood

said, is to be “the best
three-day cycling event in

Oregon.”
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A pair of riders pedal along the Athena-Holdman High-
way on Saturday during the Century Ride for the Cen-
turies.
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