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Today is the 133rd day
of 2017. There are 232 days

left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in
History:

On May 13, 1917, three
shepherd children, Lucia de
Jesus dos Santos and two
of her cousins, Jacinta and
Francisco Marto, reported
seeing a vision of the Virgin
Mary near Fatima, Portugal;
it was the first of six such
apparitions that the children
claimed to have witnessed.

On this date:

In 1607, English colo-
nists arrived by ship at the
site of what became the
Jamestown settlement in
Virginia (the colonists went
ashore the next day).

In 1846, the United
States declared that a state
of war already existed with
Mexico.

In 1918, the first U.S.
airmail stamps, featuring
a picture of a Curtiss JN-4
biplane, were issued to
the public. (On a few of
the stamps, the biplane
was inadvertently printed
upside-down, making them
collector’s items.)

In 1935, T.E. Lawrence,
who earned international
fame as Lawrence of Arabia,
was critically injured in
a motorcycle accident in
Dorset, England; he died six

days later.
In 1940, in his first
speech as British prime

minister, Winston Churchill
told Parliament, “I have
nothing to offer but blood,
toil, tears and sweat.”

In 1958, Vice President
Richard Nixon and his wife,
Pat, were spat upon and
their limousine battered by
rocks thrown by anti-U.S.
demonstrators in Caracas,
Venezuela.

In 1967, a vault fire at
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer
in Culver City, California,
destroyed hundreds of the
studio’s early films. The
Scott McKenzie single “San
Francisco (Be Sure to Wear
Flowers in Your Hair)” was
released.

In 1973, in tennis’
first so-called “Battle of
the Sexes,” Bobby Riggs
defeated Margaret Court
6-2, 6-1 in Ramona, Cali-
fornia. (Billie Jean King
soundly defeated Riggs at
the Houston Astrodome in
September.)

In 1981, Pope John Paul
I was shot and seriously
wounded in St. Peter’s
Square by Turkish assailant
Mehmet Ali Agca.

In 1985, a confrontation
between Philadelphia
authorities and the radical
group MOVE ended as
police dropped a bomb onto
the group’s row house; 11
people died in the resulting
fire that destroyed 61 homes.

In 1992, the Falun Gong
movement had its begin-
nings in the northeastern
Chinese city of Changchun.

In 1996, the U.S.
Supreme Court, in 44
Liquormart v. Rhode Island,
unanimously struck down
Rhode Island’s ban on ads

that listed or referred to
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liquor prices, saying the law
violated free-speech rights.

In  2007: President
George W. Bush made a
pilgrimage to the site of the
Jamestown settlement in
Virginia to mark the 400th
anniversary of its founding.
Pope Benedict XVI, ending
a five-day visit to Brazil,
blamed both Marxism and
unbridled capitalism for
Latin America’s problems.
Canada won hockey’s world
championship with a 4-2
victory over Finland.

In 2012: The mutilated
bodies of 49 people were
found near Monterrey,
Mexico, apparent victims
of a drug cartel. A gunman
assassinated Arsala
Rahmani, a former high-
ranking Taliban official
working to end the decade-
long war in Afghanistan.
Donald “Duck” Dunn, 70,
the bassist who helped
create the gritty Memphis
soul sound at Stax Records
in the 1960s as part of the
legendary group Booker T.
and the MGs, died in Tokyo
while on tour.

Today’s Birthdays:
Actor Buck Taylor is 79.
Actor Harvey Keitel is 78.
Author Charles Baxter is 70.
Actress Zoe Wanamaker is
69. Actor Franklyn Ajaye is
68. Singer Stevie Wonder is
67. Ohio Gov. John Kasich
is 65. Actress Leslie Winston
is 61. Producer-writer Alan
Ball is 60. Basketball Hall
of Famer Dennis Rodman
is 56. “Late Show” host
Stephen Colbert is 53. Rock
musician John Richardson
(The Gin Blossoms) is 53.
Actor Tom Verica is 53.
Country singer Lari White
is 52. Singer Darius Rucker
(Hootie and the Blowfish) is
51. Actress Susan Floyd is
49. Contemporary Christian
musician Andy Williams
(Casting Crowns) is 45.
Actress Samantha Morton
is 40. Former NBA player
Mike Bibby is 39. Former
MLB player Barry Zito is
39. Rock musician Mickey
Madden (Maroon 5) is 38.
Actor Iwan Rheon is 32.
Actress-writer-director Lena
Dunham is 31. Actor Robert
Pattinson is 31. Actress
Candice Accola King is
30. Actor Hunter Parrish
is 30. Folk-rock musician
Wylie Gelber (Dawes) is 29.
Actress Debby Ryan is 24.

Thought for Today: “The
worst-tempered people I've
ever met were people who
knew they were wrong.” —
Wilson Mizner, American
playwright (1876-1933).
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With parents gone, truth can be told about brothers’ crimes

Dear Abby: I have known
for a long time that once both of
my parents were gone, [ would
cease contact with my brothers.
My problem is how to explain
it to other family members and
friends. I don’t want to go into
the details about my reasons. [
feel it would hurt my parents if
the truth were out.

One aunt keeps asking why
and insisting I should make

amends. Abby,
went to jail for murder, and both of
them are child molesters. Neither is a
person I would want in my house. They
have stolen from me, and there’s no

one brother

love lost between any of us.

I’'m not good at lying and don’t
know what to say. Is there a way to ask
them to stop asking about my brothers
without telling them anything? I don’t
want to be rude. — Family Drama

Dear Family Drama: You could
tell these people the subject is closed,
but they may not respect your wishes.
Frankly, I can’t understand why you
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feel it would hurt your two
(dead) parents if the truth was
told. They are beyond caring
now, and if people knew what
your
of — murder, theft and child
molesting — they might prefer
to protect themselves by also
distancing themselves. I know I
certainly would.
Dear Abby: Recently, at a
local doughnut shop, I created

brothers a

re capable

advantage of civilians who offer them
things for free.”

The other two seemed to share his

sentiments, but agreed to let me pay.
Each one shook my hand and thanked
me before leaving, but I could see I had
made them uncomfortable.

I truly am thankful for the services

of those in uniform and never intended

to offend them in any way. Next time,

should I donate to a military support
charity instead? I don’t want to offend

what [’'m afraid was anawkward  anyone again. — Offensively Patri-
social situation as I was placing my otic?
order. Three military servicemen in Dear Patriotic: It is not rude to

uniform came in and stood in line
behind me. As the cashier rang me
up, after a few moments of mulling
it over, I told them I was thankful for
their service and politely asked, “May I
please buy your coffee for you?”

I was shocked when one of them
responded, “I’d rather you didn’t. We
make pretty good money, you know.”
He then proceeded to say he always
tries to “avoid situations like this”
because “a lot of service people take
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thank someone for the job he or she is
doing. You did nothing wrong. Your
offer was gracious and generous, and
in no way an implication that those
individuals couldn’t afford to pay for
their coffee. However, some people
find it difficult to accept the “burden of
gratitude,” and the person who lectured
you may have been one of them. Please
recognize that and do not allow what
one man said to change what you’re
doing.
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