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CROSS: Brought the girl to his hotel on each of his three trips to Pendleton

Continued from 1A

an 18-year-old former inmate
at Oak Creek, a close-cus-
tody correctional facility for
young women in Albany.
They met that spring, when
Cross was a group life
coordinator for the Youth
Authority.

Staff pulled the teen from
Cross’s work crew after she
said she wore makeup to
“look good for Gary.” But
the Youth Authority started
its  investigation  when
Cross’s wife told one of her
husband’s co-workers he
was having an affair with a
teen who paroled out of Oak
Creek.

The Youth Authority
paroled the girl on Aug. 11 to
Community Outreach Inc.,
a Corvallis halfway house.
A week later she ran away,
resulting in a felony warrant
for her arrest.

Manley told state police
that Cross was at the Oxford
Suites in Pendleton for
Oregon Youth Authority
meetings and had been there
twice already that month.

Moisan contacted fellow

Wolf any other information.
Wolf found the state-owned
car Cross drove to the hotel
but did not find evidence of
the teen.

Manley emailed police
that Cross would be back at
the Pendleton hotel Sept. 6-9.

The morning of Sept. 9,
Wolf spotted Cross outside
the hotel, and he was with a
girl. Three hours later, Wolf
had the girl in custody on the
warrant and released Cross
to return to Salem in the
state-owned car.

Wolf questioned the girl
and found photos of Cross’s
genitals on her cellphone.
She claimed she stayed with
Cross at the Oxford Suites
on two previous trips to
Pendleton but did not admit
to having sex with him. She
also said hotel staff “tipped
them off” to the police.

Moisan caught up with
Cross at the state lot in Salem
where he was picking up his
car and took him to the OSP
office for questioning.

Cross said he met the
girl in May at Oak Creek,
and in June used the state’s
Juvenile Justice Information

Messenger to communicate.
They exchanged phone
numbers and met in person.
He said did not know she had
a warrant.

He told police he brought
her to his Pendleton hotel on
each of his three stays and
admitted to having sex with
her multiple times. He said
he sent photos of himself,
including of his genitals.
He used personal and work
phones to send her messages,
and he drove a state car to
pick her up in Centralia,
Washington.

“Cross told me,” the
detective wrote, “he knew
his relationship with [name
deleted] violated OYA
policy.”

Benjamin Chambers,
communications director
for the Youth Authority,
said in an email Cross “was
duty-stationed at  home
beginning Sept. 12, 2016,
while we began an investiga-
tion. We sent a pre-dismissal
letter to him on Oct. 7, 2016,
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and he resigned on Oct. 19,
2016, while our investigation
was still ongoing.”

Cross began working at
the Oregon Youth Authority
on March 31, 2008.

Moisan on Sept. 13 took
a call from Youth Authority
investigator Manley, who
said the girl admitted to her
parole officer she and Cross
had sex while she was an
inmate at Oak Creek when she
was 17. She also said Cross
drove her from the halfway
house the night of Aug. 18,
when she absconded, to her
friend’s home in Centralia,
Washington.

Moisan questioned the
girl that afternoon at the
Eugene juvenile detention
center. She claimed she
hinted to Cross there might
be a warrant for her but
never outright said so. She
had memorized his personal
cellphone number. She saved
a message Cross sent from
his work phone proposing
marriage.

She told Moisan she
touched Cross under his
clothes at Oak Creek starting
in April or May, when she
was 17, but he did not touch
her, and they did not have
Sex.
Moisan ended the ques-
tioning at 5:35 p.m. that day,
left the center and at 6:20
p-m. received a text from the
Debbie Anderson, the girl’s
parole officer.

“When I walked back in
... she said she had the feeling
you thought she wasn’t being
honest,” the text stated, and
she “might have forgotten
the places he touched me.”

Anderson also texted
what the girl told her and
what she told Moisan “was
real different” and she could
always call Moisan if she
remembered.

Moisan testified to a
Umatilla County grand jury
that indicted Cross on April
6. The charges of first-degree
official misconduct stem
from Cross using a state

10 Am | 10:30 | 11 Am | 11:30

vehicle to transport the
girl and getting a break on
the price of the hotel room
because he was a state
employee. The charges of
first-degree custodial sexual
misconduct relate to having
sex with the girl while he was
a youth offender supervisor
for the state.

A posting for a group
life coordinator, the position
Cross held, states the job
involves  “pro-social role
modeling” and “coaching,
confronting, and correcting
the behavior of youth
offenders.”

Cross remains out of jail
on his own recognizance.
Circuit Judge Jon Licuallen
during Tuesday morning’s
arraignment told Cross not
to contact the girl. Cross
is due back in court June
27, 10 am., for a pre-trial
conference.

Contact Phil Wright at
pwright@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0833.
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