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Nearby workers were 
evacuated and hundreds of 
others farther away were told 
to remain indoors, the U.S. 
Department of Energy said.

“No action is currently 
required for residents of 
Benton and Franklin coun-
ties,” the Energy Department 
said, referring to the nearly 
300,000 residents near the 
site. “There is no indication 
of a release of contamination 
at this point.”

The accident occurred at a 
plant known as the Plutonium 
Uranium Extraction Facility, 
or PUREX, located in the 
middle of the 500-square-
mile Hanford site, which is 
half the size of Rhode Island, 
the Energy Department said.

The collapse was discov-
ered during a routine inspec-
tion, the agency said. It was 
not immediately clear why it 
happened at the facility with 
about 9,000 employees.

Hanford for decades 

made plutonium for nuclear 
weapons and is now the 
nation’s largest depository 
of radioactive defense waste, 
with about 56 million gallons 
of waste, most of it in 177 
underground tanks.

As part of a huge, ongoing  
cleanup, rail cars full of radio-
active waste were driven into 
tunnels and buried, Bradbury 
said.

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Or-
egon) has been critical of 
the Department of Energy’s 
cleanup process, which said 
in 2015 was mismanaged. 

“Today’s cave-in at the 
PUREX plant should remind 
everyone that the temporary 
solutions DOE has used for 
decades to contain radioac-
tive waste at Hanford have 
limited lifespans, whether 
they are underground tunnels 
for storing contaminated 
equipment or aging steel 
tanks filled with high-level 
radioactive waste,” Wyden 
said in a press release 
Tuesday. “The longer it 

takes to clean up Hanford, 
the higher the risk will be to 
workers, the public and the 
environment.”

The Hanford site was 
built during World War II 
and made plutonium for most 
of the U.S. nuclear arsenal, 
including the bomb dropped 
on Nagasaki, Japan, at the 
end of the war.

The cleanup has been 
under way since the 1980s 
and costs more than $2 billion 
a year. The work is expected 
to take decades and cost tens 
of billions of dollars.

HANFORD: Cleanup has been under way since 1980s
Continued from 1A “The longer it 

takes to clean 
up Hanford, the 

higher the risk will 
be to workers, the 

public and the 
environment.”

— Sen. Ron Wyden

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A proposed 
statewide tax on businesses’ 
sales would for the first 
time bring in revenue from 
out-of-state companies that 
sell goods in Oregon but 
have no physical address 
here, according to the Legis-
lative Revenue Office.

Legislative revenue 
analysts discussed how the 
tax would work for different 
companies during a Tuesday 
informational meeting 
of the Legislature’s Joint 
Committee on Tax Reform.

The committee will 
convene Thursday, May 
11, to examine how the 
tax would affect particular 
industry sectors in the state.

The state already has 

a corporate income tax, 
but federal law prevents 
the state from levying an 
income tax on businesses 
that sell in Oregon but have 
no locations here.

The proposed .95 percent 
commercial activity tax 
House Democrats proposed 
last week would create a 
new tax base out of those 
companies. It’s unclear 
how much revenue those 
companies would generate, 
because their sales are 
unknown.

The Legislative Revenue 
Office has estimated the 
tax would yield a net $2 
billion in new revenue. That 
number is based in part 
on data from Ohio, which 
already levies a commercial 
activity tax.

The tax would also 

replace the corporate income 
tax, which ranges from 
6.6 to 7.6 percent for those 
companies that already pay 
it. The tax is favorable to 
Oregon companies, which 
would have to pay taxes 
only on their in-state sales.

The .95 percent rate 
would apply to businesses 
with Oregon sales exceeding 
$5 million.

Proponents say the tax 
would bring more stability 
to the state’s revenue 
stream, which can be vola-
tile during changes in the 
economy. It also would help 
the state stave off spending 
reductions due to an antici-
pated $1.6 billion revenue 
shortfall.

Opponents say the tax 
is a sales tax in disguise 
and would be passed onto 
consumers in the form of 
higher prices.

Proposed Oregon tax targets out-
of-state businesses that sell online
Would replace the corporate income tax
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 Our experienced agents can analyze your insurance needs and select the 
 company or companies best suited to your individual situation.
 You'll get hometown service from your neighbors and friends.  

 Monday through Friday, or by appointment.     www.wheatlandins.com

 • Commercial • Farms & Crops • Agriculture • Ranch • Personal • Industrial
 • Worker's Compensation• Service Organizations • Health, Life & Financial Services

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE! 

www.threemilecanyonfarms.com

75906 Threemile Rd • Boardman OR 97818

Castle Rock Farming LLC • Columbia River Dairy LLC
Six Mile Land & Cattle LLC • Cold Springs Dairy

A proud Corporate 
Citizen of Morrow and 

Umatilla Counties!
For Program Details:

Call 1-800-452-2273 

or visit:

www.UmatillaElectric.com

Could You Be 
Saving Money?
Request a Free Home 
Energy Audit today.

 • Temporary Staffing Services • Recruiting
 • Human Resource Management

 • Risk Management • Payroll Administration 
 • Worker’s Comp Insurance

 1055 S. Hwy 395, Ste 333 • Hermiston, OR
 (541) 567-9670 • Fax (541) 567-4427

 WWW.BARRETTBUSINESS.COM

 251 NE Eldridge Drive, Boardman, OR 
 (541) 481-2666 • Fax (541) 481-2239

P R O P E R T I E S

FIRST-CLASS SERVICE & LOCAL EXPERTISE.

ART KEGLER

PRINCIPAL BROKER, GRI

amwest@centurytel.net 
Oregon Licensed Realtor

2 Marine Dr., Suite #104,  BOARDMAN

541-481-2888 • 541-720-2020 CELL

Columbia River Community
            Health Services

450 Tapone Spreep • Boardman
For your appoinpmenp, call 541-481-7212

Hours: Mon. 7:30am-7pm • Tues.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm
Hablamos Español

Some of our services include:
• Well Baby/ Child Exams • Childhood/ Adult Immunizations

• Sports Physicals • Men’s & Women’s Health Exams
• CDL Physicals • Flu Shots • Pre-employment Screenings

• Chronic Disease Management • Limited Access to Dental Care

 Cabins ~ RV’s ~ Tents
 Fishing ~ ATV Trails

 Concessions
 R es erva tion L ine 541-9 8 9 -8 2 14

 W eb s ite: m orrow countypa rk s .org
 Em a il: m cpa rk s @ co.m orrow.or.us

 M orrow  C ounty 
 P ub lic W ork s  

 3 6 5 W . Hw y 74 • P O B ox
 L exington, OR   9 78 3 9
 541-9 8 9 -9 50 0  office

Boardman 5K 
Glow Run/Walk
Monday, July 3, 2017

Event will start at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Boardman Marina Park

Registration begins at 7:00 p.m. 
with a Zumba warm-up.

REGISTRATION FEES:
 PRE؏REGISTRATION

$20.00 (with shirt)
$10.00 (no shirt) 

DAY OF THE EVENT 
$25.00 (while supplies last) 

$15.00 (no shirt)

If you would like to help sponsor the Boardman Chamber page, published on the 2nd Wednesday of every month, 
Call Audra Workman at 541-564-4538.   SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

Boardman 
4th of July Parade

Tuesday, July 4, 2017

You are invited to …

Build a fl oat

Organize a band

Dig out your costumes

Join the biggest Little Parade 

for a “hometown” 

4th of July Celebration!

NO ENTRY FEE TO 
PARTICIPATE

Forms available at www.boardmanchamber.org  or  contact Boardman Chamber of Commerce

(541) 481-3014  •  info@boardmanchamber.org

Please join us for breakfast this month as we 

recognize our 2017 Chamber Scholarship recipients

Boardman Police Offi  cer & School Resource Offi  cer 

George Shimer will be giving an informational 

presentation about the programs & duties Boardman 

Police Department provide for our community.

Kris Barnum, Student Success Coach for BMCC 

will be sharing insight and programs available 

for students after graduation

Scholarship 
Breakfast

Wednesday, May 17, 2017 
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 

Port of Morrow Riverfront Center 

Sunrise at Boardman Café 

will be providing delicious 

breakfast burritos

Breakfast cost is $12.00 per person

To RSVP contact Boardman
 Chamber of Commerce by May 12th

(541) 481-3014 
or info@boardmanchamber.org

Scholarship 

Come Join 
the Fun at
BOARDMAN’S


