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A white woman 
checked my privilege 
recently, and I’m glad 
she did.

She was presenting 
at an education 
writers conference 
at Stanford, 
where top experts 
discussed research 
on the academic 
achievement gaps 
between various 
groups of students. I asked 
her if there were aspects 
of the second-generation 
immigrant experience that 
could be valuable to helping 
lower-income students 
improve their academic 
outcomes.

I asked this as a child of 
working-class immigrants 
who came to America 
with very little, and who 
worked hard to raise six 
high-achieving children. 
We grew up on the outskirts 
of an upper-middle-class, 
mostly white suburb, where 
I frequently felt like an 
outsider.

The presenter asked me a 
few pointed questions:

• Even though my mother 
didn’t speak English, had she 
been educated in her native 
country? Yes.

• Even though we 
qualified for reduced-price 
lunches growing up, did we 
ever worry about our next 
meal? No.

• Did my parents model 
the behaviors one needs 
to succeed in middle-class 
society? Yes.

• Did we attend high-
quality public schools? Yes.

In fact, our house was 
filled with books and high 
expectations, even though 
we were a working-class 
minority by race, ethnicity 
and religion. I certainly 
didn’t feel “privileged” in 
comparison to the wealthy 
white Christian families I 
grew up around, but looking 
back, I see that I was far more 
privileged than poor children 
in failing schools. 

She helped me clarify my 
own assumptions: that it was 
primarily our hard work and 
learned values that got my 
siblings and me where we are. 
Those played an important 
role, of course, but there 
were unearned advantages 
that we benefited from, and it 
was naive for me to suggest 
that our experience could be 
compared to that of far more 
disadvantaged students.

It was after this 
conversation that I decided 
to approach the topic with 
my own middle-schoolers. 
We’ve always talked to them 
about the responsibilities 
that come with blessings and 
the importance of gratitude, 
but this was a different 
conversation. I wanted to 
help them see the difference 
between societal privilege, 
enjoyed by certain groups, 
and a blessing, a spiritual 
favor that can be bestowed 
upon anyone.

I also didn’t want my 
children to buy into the false 
narrative about their identity 
as American Muslims — that 
they were either villains or 
victims, as so often portrayed 
in the media.

We talked about how 
power works in society. They 
are already aware that certain 

people are treated 
differently based on 
factors outside their 
control. So, there may 
be situations when 
they’ll be singled out 
while traveling based 
on their names or 
religious background. 
But there will also be 
times when they will 
benefit from certain 
characteristics — 

whether it’s their gender, their 
socio-economic background, 
their skin color, their lack of 
disabilities or their sexual 
orientation.

We talked about what it 
means to use that privilege 
to work toward a more just 
society.

Nicole Hudson, the 
director of racial equity and 
priority initiatives for St. 
Louis Mayor Lyda Krewson, 
has taken a different approach 
with her own children, who 
are several years younger 
than mine. She will point out 
scenarios in which people in 
the same situation are treated 
differently — by the police 
or the courts, for example — 
and let them form their own 
conclusions.

Privilege is often about 
who gets the benefit of the 
doubt and who gets second 
chances, she said. Parents can 
explain to minority children 
that their white friends may 
not get in trouble (or to the 
same degree) for the same 
mistakes as them — a reality 
borne out by history and 
years of data.

“Some people get a larger 
margin of error,” she said.

But she tries to avoid 
using the word “privilege” at 
all when talking about issues 
related to race or inequality.

“It’s a trigger word,” she 
said. “It so quickly shuts 
down the conversation” with 
some people, who see it as 
an attack. They assume they 
are being told they don’t 
deserve something or that 
their work didn’t matter. Or 
that they should feel guilty 
for something they couldn’t 
control.

“It becomes a debate about 
what they did or didn’t do, 
instead of helping them see 
a recurring systemic issue,” 
she said.

That defensiveness is 
learned, which is why I 
want my own children to 
recognize the ways in which 
they benefit from society’s 
power structures and the 
ways they don’t. More 
importantly, I want them to 
think about what they can 
do to listen to and lift up the 
voices of people who deal 
with challenges they won’t 
experience.

It was embarrassing to 
me that, as an adult, I failed 
to take into account the 
advantages in my upbringing 
before implying there were 
lessons in it for those less 
fortunate.

“You don’t see it because 
it was there for you,” Hudson 
said.

I had failed to separate the 
privilege from the blessings.

■
Aisha Sultan is a St. Louis-

based journalist who studies 
parenting in the digital age 
while trying to keep up with 
her tech-savvy children. Find 
her on Twitter: @AishaS.
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U.S. test fires ballistic 
missile from California 
coastal base

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE 
BASE, Calif. (AP) — An unarmed 
missile capable of sending a nuclear 
bomb across the world was launched 
Wednesday from a coastal California 
military base amid rising tensions 
between the U.S. and North Korea.

The unarmed Minuteman 3 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
blasted off from a silo at 12:02 
a.m. from Vandenberg Air Force 
Base and delivered a single re-entry 
vehicle to a target about 4,200 miles 
away at Kwajalein Atoll in the 
Pacific Ocean, the Air Force Global 
Strike Command said.

The test took 10 months to plan. 
It was the latest aimed at checking 
the readiness and accuracy of a 
weapon system that forms part of 
the U.S. nuclear force. The U.S. has 
about 450 of the missiles. Each can 
travel about 8,000 miles.

It was the second such launch in 
seven days from the base in central 
California on the coast between Los 

Angeles and San Francisco. Last 
week’s launch had been delayed 
from the fall.

The launches came amid U.S. 
expressions of concern about North 
Korea’s nuclear capability.

New missile tests by North Korea 
and its progress toward developing 
a nuclear weapon capable of hitting 
the United States have made the 
isolated communist dictatorship 
one of the top U.S. national security 
concerns.

Prince Philip, 95, keeps 
calm but won’t carry on 
royal duty

LONDON (AP) — For decades, 
he has stood loyally at the side 
of Queen Elizabeth II and made 
thousands of solo appearances as 
well. He calls himself the world’s 
most experienced unveiler of 
plaques.

He has been eligible for a 
government pension since June 10, 
1986, yet still soldiered on.

Now, at age 95, Prince Philip 
says he is retiring from royal duties.

The queen’s husband said 
Thursday he will carry out 
scheduled engagements for the next 
few months but won’t take on new 
ones starting in the fall.

His retirement announcement 
followed a night of frenzied 
speculation caused by news reports 
about an “emergency” palace 
meeting Thursday.

Hacking arrest, fake 
news in tense French 
presidential race

ALBI, France (AP) — 
Allegations of fake news and 
hacking attempts dominated 
France’s tense presidential campaign 
on Thursday, with just two days left 
for independent Emmanuel Macron 
and his far-right rival Marine Le 
Pen to win over voters before this 
weekend’s high-stakes runoff.

Paris prosecutors launched 
a preliminary investigation into 
whether fake news is being used 
to influence Sunday’s vote, as 
front-runner Macron and populist 
Le Pen rallied thousands at their last 

big campaign events — in opposite 
parts of the divided country.

There has been intense anxiety 
in France over the possibility that 
viral misinformation or hackers 
could influence the presidential 
vote, as in the U.S. election last year. 
Those fears have largely failed to 
materialize.

Then on Thursday, Macron’s 
campaign filed suit against an 
unknown source “X’’ after Le 
Pen suggested during their only 
one-on-one debate that the former 
banker could have an offshore 
account.

“I hope we won’t find out you 
have an offshore account in the 
Bahamas,” Le Pen said during 
the tense prime-time showdown 
Wednesday night.

Venezuelans again take 
to streets as death toll 
jumps to 37

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Students held demonstrations 
across Caracas Thursday as a 
two-month-old protest movement 

that shows no signs of letting up 
claimed more lives.

At the Central University of 
Venezuela, soldiers bathed hundreds 
of student protesters in tear gas. 
Many of the protesters stayed put, 
and medics in gas masks attended 
to others with bloodied faces and 
limbs.

Students from another university 
marched peacefully to deliver a 
petition to the office of the country’s 
Catholic bishops, asking the pope 
to speak out against the violence 
and the government’s steps toward 
authoritarianism.

Gunfire erupted at a student 
gathering in El Tigre, a city 
southeast of Caracas, leaving Juan 
Lopez, 33, dead and three others 
injured, according to the chief 
prosecutor’s office. According to 
preliminary reports, an assailant 
fired at Lopez toward the end of 
the meeting and then fled on a 
motorcycle. Lopez was the president 
of a university federation.

The student leader’s death 
brought to at least 37 the number 
killed in Venezuela’s ongoing 
political turmoil.
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(11)KFFX 11 AgDay Hot/ Cleve. Good Day Paid Into Wild Steve Harvey Crime Watch Daily 

KPTV 3 Good Day Oregon at 6 Good Day Oregon Good Day The 700 Club Rachael Ray (N) 

C
B

S
 

(19)KEPR 2 News News CBS This Morning (N) Harry (N) The Price Is Right Young & Restless 

KOIN 19 KOIN 6 News at 6 a.m. CBS This Morning (N) Let's Make a Deal The Price Is Right Young & Restless 

N
B

C
 

(25)KNDU 6 Wake Up Northwest Today Amb., Jack Schlossberg, Ellen DeGeneres Today Show II (N) Today Show III (N) Million? Million?

KGW 8 KGW News at Sunrise Today Amb., Jack Schlossberg, Ellen DeGeneres Today Show II (N) Today Show III (N) Portland Today 

A
B

C
 

(42)KVEW 4 Northwest Northwest Good Morning America (N) Live! With Kelly (N) The View Paid Middle 

KATU 5 KATU News Morning Good Morning America (N) AM Northwest The View Live! With Kelly (N) 

P
B

S
 

(31)KTNW  Stretch W.L.Yoga SplashB. Jet Go! Nature Cat Peg + Cat D.Tiger Thomas Sesame St. DinoTrain SplashB. Sit and Fit

(59)OPB 13 Stretch Jet Go! Nature Cat C.George D.Tiger D.Tiger SplashB. Sesame St. DinoTrain Peg + Cat SuperW! Bob Build

Movies

AFTERNOON 
 STATION  12 PM 12:30 1 PM 1:30 2 PM 2:30 3 PM 3:30 4 PM 4:30 5 PM 5:30

F
O

X
 

(11)KFFX 11 Paid Pat. Court Divorce Divorce Judge Mathis The People's Court 2½Men Mike&M. Last Man Last Man

KPTV 3 12 O'Clock News Wendy Williams The Dr. Oz Show TMZ Live! Judge Judy Judge Judy 5 O'Clock News 

C
B

S
 

(19)KEPR 2 NameG. Bold & B. The Talk (N) Let's Make a Deal Dr. Phil Judge Judy Judge Judy News News 

KOIN 19 News Bold & B. The Talk (N) The Doctors Dr. Phil KOIN 6 News at 4 p.m. News News 

N
B

C
 

(25)KNDU 6 TMZ Paid Days of Our Lives Hot Bench Hot Bench Wendy Williams Ellen DeGeneres (N) News NBC News

KGW 8 KGW New Paid Days of Our Lives T.D. Jakes (N) Ellen DeGeneres (N) KGW News KGW News NBC News

A
B

C
 

(42)KVEW 4 The Chew General Hospital The Doctors Rachael Ray (N) Minute Minute News News 

KATU 5 The Chew General Hospital Harry (N) Afternoon Live KATU News @ 4 News News 

P
B

S
 

(31)KTNW  Charlie Rose Chow Quilt Day Stretch C.George Speaks WordGirl Arthur Odd Squad Wild Kratts Business

(59)OPB 13 Paint This Mexican Charlie Rose (N) Nature Cat Thomas Cat/ Hat Jet Go! Speaks WordGirl Odd Squad Wild Kratts

EVENING  
 STATION  6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30

F
O

X
 (11) 

KFFX 
11 

Modern 
Family 
"White 
Christmas" 

Modern 
Fam "Man 
Shouldn't 
Lie" 

2 Broke 
Girls "And 
Too Little 
Sleep" 

2 Broke G. 
"And the 
Rich People 
Problems" 

Lucifer "Candy 
Morningstar" 

Lethal Weapon "The 
Murtaugh File" 

FOX News 
First at 
Ten 

:35  Law & Order: 
Criminal Intent "But 
Not Forgotten" 

:35 Anger 
Manage-
ment 

KPTV 3 
6 O'Clock 
News 

Timbers in 
30 

Family 
Feud 

Family 
Feud 

Lucifer "Candy 
Morningstar" 

Lethal Weapon "The 
Murtaugh File" 

10 O'Clock News 11 O'Clock 
News 

2 Broke 
Girls 

C
B

S
 (19) 

KEPR 
2 

Action 
News at 
6:00 p.m. 

Inside 
Edition 

The Big 
Bang 
Theory 

Simpsons 
"Hallo-
ween of 
Horror" 

Undercover Boss
"Associa" (N) 

Hawaii Five-0 "He ke'u 
na ka alae a Hina" (N) 

Blue Bloods "The Thin 
Blue Line" (SF) (N) 

Action 
News at 
11:00 p.m. 

:35 The 
Late Show

KOIN 19 
KOIN 6 
News at 6 

Evening 
News 

Extra Ent. 
Tonight 

Undercover Boss
"Associa" (N) 

Hawaii Five-0 "He ke'u 
na ka alae a Hina" (N) 

Blue Bloods "The Thin 
Blue Line" (SF) (N) 

KOIN 6 
News/ 11 

:35 The 
Late Show

N
B

C
 (25) 

KNDU 
6 

Local 
News 

Family 
Feud 

Wheel of 
Fortune 

Jeopardy! First Dates "Love Is 
Like a Shot of Tequila" 
(N) 

Dateline NBC The news magazine presents 
investigative features and breaking news 
coverage. 

Local 
News 

:35 The 
Tonight 
Show 

KGW 8 
KGW News at 6:00 
p.m. 

Live at 7 Inside 
Edition 

Dates "Love Is Like a 
Shot of Tequila" (N) 

Dateline NBC KGW News 
at 11 

:35 Tonight

A
B

C
 (42) 

KVEW 
4 

Extra Local 
News at 
6:30 a.m. 

Entertai-
nment 
Tonight 

The Insider The Toy Box (N) Shark Tank (N) 20/20 Local News at 11 /:05  
Jimmy Kimmel Live 

KATU 5 
KATU News at 6 Jeopardy! Wheel of 

Fortune 
The Toy Box (N) Shark Tank (N) 20/20 KATU 

News 
:35 Jimmy 
Kimmel 

P
B

S
 

(31) 

KTNW 
 

PBS NewsHour BBC World 
News 

Asia 
Insight 

Washingto
n Week (N)

Charlie 
Rose (N) 

Latin Music USA "The 
Chicano Wave" 

Latin Music USA
"Divas and Superstars"

Charlie Rose (N) 

(59) 

OPB 
13 

Family 
Travel (N) 

Business 
(N) 

PBS NewsHour Father Brown "The 
Missing Man" 

A Place to 
Call Home

:50  A Place to Call Home "The 
Trouble With Harry" 

Masterpiece Classic 
"Home Fires" 

 STATION PEN 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
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A&E 52 
Live PD Live PD "Rewind" (N) Live PD Live access inside the country's busiest police forces and the 

communities they patrol. (L) 

AMC 60 
< +++ Avatar (2009, Fantasy) Sam 
Worthington, Giovanni Ribisi, Zoe Saldana. 

< +++ Jurassic Park (‘93, Sci-Fi) Laura Dern, Sam Neill. Genetically re-
created dinosaurs break out of captivity and wreak havoc in a theme park.

< +++ Crocodile 
Dundee Paul Hogan. 

ANPL 24 Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked: Unfiltered (N) Tanked! (N) The Zoo

CMT 43 < O Brother, Where... < +++ O Brother, Where Art Thou? George Clooney. Broken Skull Challen Broken Skull Challen Roseanne

CNBC 72 The Profit The Profit The Profit The Profit Profit "Courage. b" Paid Paid 

CNN 68 Anderson Cooper 360 CNN Special CNN Tonight CNN Tonight CNN Special Anderson Cooper 360

DISC 51 Cooper's Treasure Yukon "The Road" Yukon "Bloodlines" Yukon Men (N) Homestead Rescue (N) Alaska/Frontier 

DISN 26 Bunk'd Bizaard. Underc. Tangled Tangled AndiMack Radio Disney Music Awards AndiMack StuckMid

ESPN 33 
NBA Basketball Playoffs (L) NBA Basketball Playoffs (L) SportsCenter SportsCenter 

ESPN2 34 Boxing Golden Boy (L) SportsCenter SportsCenter J & J (N) 30Shorts NBA Basketb. Playoffs

FNC 66 The Five Hannity TuckerCarlsonTonight The Five Hannity Tucker Carlson Tonight

FOOD 61 Diners Diners Diners Diners Food (N) Food Diners Diners Diners, Drive-Ins Diners Diners 

FREE 32 < A Cinderella Story: If the Shoe Fits < ++ The Prince and Me (‘04, Com) Julia Stiles. Truth/ Iliza The 700 Club 

FX 65 < ++++ Captain America: The First Avenger < ++++ Captain America: The Winter Soldier (‘14, Act) Chris Evans. < Thor: The Dark W...

GOLF 88 PGA Golf Wells Fargo Championship Site: Eagle Point Golf Club -- Wilmington, N.C. CHAMPS Golf Insperity Invitational PGA Golf

GSN 76 Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud Fam. Feud MindMan MindMan MindMan MindMan

HALL 87 Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Home Imp Home Imp Middle Middle Middle Middle G. Girls G. Girls 

HGTV 62 Bargain Bargain Bargain Bargain Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. Dream H. H.Hunt House (N) H.Hunt House 

HIST 50 
Aliens "The Mystery of 
Puma Punku" 

Ancient Aliens 
"Beyond Roswell" 

Ancient Aliens: Dec.
"Aliens B.C." (N) 

Ancient Aliens "Forged 
by the Gods" (N) 

:05  Ancient Aliens
"The Alien Hunters" 

:05  Ancient Aliens 
"Treasures of the Gods"

LIFE 29 < + For Colored Girls (‘10, Dra) Loretta Devine. < Madea's Witness Protection (‘12, Com) Eugene Levy, Tyler Perry. LittleW. "Miami Vices"

NICK 27 Loud H. H.Danger H.Danger Thunder The Thundermans < ++ Ice Age: Dawn of the Dinosaurs Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 
In Depth MarinersPr

e-game (L) 
MLB Baseball Texas Rangers at Seattle Mariners Site: Safeco Field --
Seattle, Wash. (L) 

Post-game
(L) 

MLB Baseball Texas Rangers at 
Seattle Mariners Site: Safeco Field 

SPIKE 42 
Cops Cops "Bad 

Girls 3" 
Cops "In 
Arizona" 

Cops Cops Cops "Odd 
Arrests #4"

Cops Cops Cops "Fort 
Worth" 

Cops Cops Cops 

SYFY 67 :05 < ++ X-Men: The Last Stand (‘06, Act) Patrick Stewart. < +++ Red (‘10, Act) Mary-Louise Parker, Bruce Willis. < Resident Evil: Ap...

TBS 59 
Seinf. "The 
Couch" 

Seinf. "The 
Gymnast" 

ELeague "Street Fighter V: Group C" Conan < ++ The Heartbreak Kid (2007, Comedy) 
Malin Akerman, Jerry Stiller, Ben Stiller. 

TCM 56 
< +++ The 
Sugarland Express 

< Sweet Revenge (‘76, Com/Dra) 
Sam Waterston, Stockard Channing.

:45  < +++ Scarecrow (1973, Drama) Al 
Pacino, Dorothy Tristan, Gene Hackman. 

:45 < ++ Winter Kills (‘79, Com)
John Huston, Jeff Bridges. 

TLC 49 Yes Dress Yes Dress Girl "Plan It" (N) American Gypsy Wedd American Gypsy Wedd American Gypsy Wedd American Gypsy Wedd

TNT 57 Castle "The Third Man" Castle < ++++ Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope :45 < Star Wars: Episode III - R...

UNI 21 Incluido Noticiero La rosa de Guadalupe Vino el amor La piloto Impacto Noticie. 

USA 58 Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern Modern 

WE 118 Boot Camp: Reali (N) :10 Dr. Miami (N) :10 Marriage Boot Camp :25 Dr. Miami :35 Boot Camp: Reali :50 Miami

WGN  < +++ The Fugitive (‘93, Thril) Harrison Ford. < +++ The Fugitive (‘93, Thril) Sela Ward, Harrison Ford. Mother Mother 

P
R

E
M

IU
M

 

STZ ENC 644 < The Thomas Crow... :10 < ++ Broken Arrow John Travolta. < +++ Deep Impact (‘98, Act) Elijah Wood. :05 < Broken Arrow 

HBO 518 :15 Face Off Canelo Fight VICE (N) Silicon < ++ Babylon A.D. Vin Diesel. Bill Maher (N) VICE Animals.

HBO2 520 < ++ Crimson Peak Mia Wasikowska. < Search Party :35 Silicon :05 < Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice 

HBO3 521 Leftovers :50 < +++ Presumed Innocent (‘90, Cri) Harrison Ford. < ++++ The Big Lebowski Jeff Bridges. < Bridget Jones: Th...

MAX 549 :55 < Black Mass (‘15, Cri) Johnny Depp. < The Take (‘16, Act) Idris Elba. :35 < ++++ Carlito's Way (‘93, Cri) Sean Penn, Al Pacino.

SHOW 578 < Bridge of Spies < Out of the Furnace (‘13, Act) Christian Bale. AlMadrigalShrimp (N) < +++ The Hateful Eight Samuel L. Jackson.

STARZ 621 < ++ The 5th Wave < ++++ Don't Breathe Jane Levy. Outlander Princess "Burgundy" American Gods 

NIGHT OWL 
 STATION  12 AM 12:30 1 AM 1:30 2 AM 2:30 3 AM 3:30 4 AM 4:30 5 AM 5:30

F
O

X
 

(11)KFFX 11 :05  Friends :35 Hot In :05  CR TV CRTV

KPTV 3 2 Broke G. TMZ Dish Queens Raising Celeb Paid Paid CARS.TV Paid Paid Paid 

C
B

S
 

(19)KEPR 2 Colbert :35 James Corden :35 Paid :05 Paid Paid Spaces Paid Traveler Paid Morning Saturday (N)

KOIN 19 Colbert :35 James Corden :35 Insider :05 Paid OurWorld Paid Paid Paid Paid Morning Saturday (N)

N
B

C
 

(25)KNDU 6 Tonight :35 Seth Meyers :35 C. Daly :05  Today Show Mad Money 1st Look Fam. Feud Paid Paid 

KGW 8 Tonight :35 Seth Meyers :35 C. Daly :05  Steve Harvey Mad Money 1st Look Paid Paid Paid 

A
B

C
 

(42)KVEW 4 :05 Nightl. :35 Paid :05 Paid :35 Paid Paid Paid Ironside 77 Sunset Strip Gom. Pyle Gom. Pyle

KATU 5 J. Kimmel :35 Nightl. :05 Paid :35 Paid :05 Paid :35 Paid :05 Paid :35 Paid DestinTV Paid Paid Paid 

P
B

S
 

(31)KTNW  Sun Studio T. Smiley W.Week CharlieR Latin Music USA Latin Music USA Plants Behaving Badly This Old House Hour

(59)OPB 13 PBS NewsHour Great Performances at the Met "Rusalka" Soundstage Business BBC News


