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today. A couple of showers; arriving in the
afternoon in central parts.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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MERKLEY: 1 in 3 people
are on the Oregon Health Plan
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Hermiston grad keeps Walden’s
schedule running smoothly

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Bounds said she loved
growing up in small-town
Hermiston, but got bit by

the “political bug”

angry emails and boos from
town hall attendees. Bounds
said Walden’s staff often helps

In an effort to revive the
members of the

bill after it couldn’t muster Of all the members of

enough Republican support,
the leaders of the ultra-con-
servative Freedom Caucus
and the moderate Tuesday
Group reached a compro-
mise that moved the bill to
the right.

Merkley said he was
concerned that the amended
bill would allow insurance
companies to deny coverage
to people with pre-existing
conditions and do away
with the essential benefits
package.

He added that the bill’s
Medicaid rollbacks would
particularly affect Oregon
where 1 in 3 people are on
the Oregon Health Plan, the
state’s Medicaid program.

Merkley thought the bill
might be within a few votes
of passage in the House of
Representatives, in which
case, it would go on to the
Senate.

“Ifit comes to the Senate,
we’ll have quite a conversa-
tion,” he said.

Some of the other issues
Merkley discussed included:

* Mark Burrows of Pend-
leton asked Merkley about
whether Republicans would
move to kill the filibuster
entirely after eliminating it
for Supreme Court nomi-
nees to confirm Justice Neil
Gorsuch.

Merkley said he would
be “shocked” if that
happened, but he took the
chance to condemn Repub-
licans for “stealing” a seat
on the court after refusing to
hold a hearing on Obama’s
nominee, Merrick Garland.

Prompted by questions
from two Pendleton resi-
dents, Merkley also touched
on some electoral reforms
he supports — a national
vote by mail law, basing
presidential elections on the
popular vote and restoring
the pre-clearance require-
ments of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 to prevent voter
suppression.

* Merkley also talked
about his “100 by 50 Act,”
a bill he’s sponsoring with
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.
that would phase out fossil
fuels by 2050.

Pendleton High School
student Lily Williams asked
Merkley how he would
prevent the bill from nega-
tively affecting lower and
middle class citizens.

Merkley said Oregon
was already feeling the
economic effects of climate
change, as evidenced by
longer fire seasons, smaller
and warmer trout streams
and a more acidic ocean that
was killing oyster hatcheries
on the coast.

Merkley said his bill
would ease the transition
by providing job training to
people working in fossil fuel
industries and a provision
that would keep energy
costs down.

Merkley was also critical
of President Donald Trump’s
budget proposal, which he
said would eliminate many
programs that help rural
Americans.

“I refer to it not as the
‘America First’ budget but
as ‘Rural American Last,””
he said.

Earlier in the day,
Merkley received a direct

Staff photo by Kathy Aney
Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Oregon, speaks to a crowd at
BMCC’s Bob Clapp Theatre on Saturday afternoon.
Here, Merkley smiles as he answers a question from
Jim Willis, of Pendleton, about the idea of limiting
campaign season to one year.

appeal from Pendleton city
officials to help keep some
of the government programs
that help Pendleton.

Steve Chrisman, Pend-
leton economic develop-
ment director and airport
manager, said eliminating
the Essential Air Service
subsidy and privatizing air
traffic control towers would
not only hurt the city’s
business community, but it
would stunt the growth of
the Pendleton UAS Range.

Besides  relying on
commercial flights to get
to and from Pendleton,
Chrisman said the control
tower is one of the reasons
UAS companies come to
Pendleton to test drones.
Pendleton’s tower is third
from the bottom in the
number of operations it
runs, Chrisman said, and
wouldn’t fare well in a
privatized marketplace.

John Bustard, the Pend-
leton air traffic control tower
manager, gave Merkley a
tour of the tower, which was
built in the 1940s.

Due to its advanced age,
Bustard said the tower’s
foundation is starting to
shift. He eventually hopes to
move the tower to the UAS
industrial park the city has
planned.

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If
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Congress that Lorissa Bounds
has worked for, she says Rep.
Greg Walden is the busiest.

“I can attest to one thing:
Greg Walden works,” Bounds
said by way of apology
for running a little behind
schedule for a phone inter-
view from Washington, D.C.,

on Thursday.
Bounds, a Hermiston High
School graduate, became

Walden’s chief of staff in
December. The congress-
man’s assignments — partic-
ularly chairman of the House
Committee on Energy and
Commerce — keep his
schedule full, and it is Bounds’
job to manage that schedule.

She said Walden’s office
tends to employ around 14
people spread between Wash-
ington, D.C., and offices in
Oregon’s 2nd Congressional
District, which represents
roughly 750,000  people.
Responding to constituent
concerns alone can keep those
staffers in the office until 10
pm. some nights; Bounds
said Walden’s office has
received 71,000 constituent
calls, letters and emails since
the beginning of the year.

“We’ve replied to 69,000
so far,” she said. “That’s a lot
of work.”

Many  members  of
Congress have faced a
groundswell of  angry
constituent feedback in recent
months. As an author and key
promoter of the Republican
attempt to repeal and replace
the Affordable Care Act,
Walden has seen his share of
that lately. A recent town hall
meeting in his hometown of
Hood River drew a vocal,
disgruntled crowd of nearly
800 people.

Bounds came back to
Oregon for Walden’s most
recent string of town halls,
and said she learned a lot
from watching the way he
responded to the crowds. She
said his attitude was that he
would rather people be fired
up at town hall meetings than
sitting on the couch at home,
uninvolved in their govern-
ment.

Not all constituent inter-
actions come in the from of

public with small
things, like sched-
uling a capital tour
for a family visiting
from Oregon or
helping a veteran
break through red
tape to get care.
Navigating  the
sometimes-con-
tentious world of Bounds
politics seems to be
in Bounds’ blood. Her brother
Tucker Bounds was Sen. John
McCain’s  communications
director during his 2008 pres-
idential run and her brother
Ryan Bounds is an assistant
U.S. attorney. They also
talk politics with their sister
Hillary and parents Roger
and Karen Bounds around the
dinner table when everyone is
home for the holidays.

when she went to
Scotland as a foreign
exchange  student
and got to meet
Margaret Thatcher
during Thatcher’s
third term as prime
minister.

Bounds headed
to Washington,
D.C., for a college
internship with in
Sen. Mark Hatfield’s office,
planning to leave D.C. for a
business career after gradu-
ation, but enjoyed the work
so much she has worked in
various legislative offices ever
since. She said she is excited
to be working for an Oregon
lawmaker again so that she can
spend part of her time back in
Oregon when the legislature is
not in session.
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Hermiston’s Aging Buildings

Rocky Heights Elementary (53 years old), Highland Hills Ele-
mentary (35 years old), and Sandstone Middle School’s utility
mechanisms are in need of repair due to failing infrastruc-
ture or core components. Roofs, mechanical units, and
utility mechanisms should be replaced.

Examples at Rocky Heights: Garbage cans have been placed
in various classrooms to catch water dripping from the ceiling.
Overheated or freezing cold classrooms are due to the outdated
heating & cooling system, making it an uncomfortable learning
environment.

PROPOSED SOLUTION:

» Replace Rocky Heights and Highland Hills Elementary
Schools on same site; address deferred maintenance
and obsolete, failing heating and cooling systems at
Sandstone Middle School.
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