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Lillard’s March surge and Nurkic Fever mark Blazers’ season

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

PORTLAND The
Portland Trail Blazers got
“Nurkic Fever” late in the
season and it helped carry

them into the playoffs.
But without big man
Jusuf Nurkic — except for

about 15 minutes — in the
postseason’s opening round,
the young Blazers were no
match for Golden State.
The defending conference
champion Warriors swept
Portland in its fourth playoff
appearance in as many years.
“We had a tough draw,
the best team in the league,”
Blazers guard Damian Lillard
said. “I felt like we played
them really well but they also
showed their championship
pedigree. When you can’t
sustain that mental focus for
48 minutes, five minutes and
you’re down 25 points.”
Expectations were higher
for the Trail Blazers this

ingly advanced to
the second round of
the playoffs last year.
There wasn’t a whole
lot of turnover in the
offseason, with just a
few new pieces added
to the puzzle.

But the NBA’s youngest
roster didn’t appear to have
the same cohesiveness or
consistency as they had last
season. December was espe-
cially brutal, with Portland
going just 4-11.

The low point came Feb.
28, when the Blazers dipped
11 games below .500 with
a 120-113 overtime loss at
Detroit.

Then March happened.

Lillard caught fire and
Portland finished the month
13-3, best in the NBA.
Lillard was named the
conference’s Player of the
Month averaging 29.1 points,
4.4 rebounds, 6.0 assists and
1.44 steals in 16 games. Terry
Stotts was named the confer-

Season
Wrap

Nurkic  happened,
too. He was just getting
comfortable when the
month started after
coming to Portland in
a Feb. 12 deal with the
Denver Nuggets.

Nurkic scored 28 points
with 20 rebounds against
Philadelphia on March 9
and Stotts noted that fans
had taken to the newcomer
known as the Bosnian Beast:
“Nurkic fever? Why not?”
The catchphrase was born.

“I love being here,” said
the 7-foot center. “I appre-
ciate what the city is doing
for me. I just want to give
them back something.”

Nurkic developed chem-
istry with Lillard and guard
CJ McCollum, going on to
average 15.2 points, 10.4
rebounds and 1.9 blocks in
20 games with the Blazers.
Portland was 14-5 with
Nurkic in the starting lineup.

“I'm sure we’ll evaluate
this season but this was a

one. It’s been an up and down
season, frustrating in some
ways, but I think, as I told
the team, what I’ll remember
most about this team is how
we competed after the All
Star break to make the play-
offs,” Stotts said.

Misfortune struck and on
March 31 it was announced
that Nurkic had a non-dis-

placed right leg fibular
fracture. It was unclear when
the injury occurred.

Nurkic missed the final
seven games of the regular
season but returned to take
part in pre-game warmups
in the final few games —
leading to speculation that he
could return for the playofts.
Portland clinched the eighth
and final spot with two games
left before finishing at .500.

Nurkic returned for Game
3 against the Warriors. He had
two points and 11 rebounds
playing in obvious discom-
fort for about 15 minutes.

The offseason gives Nurkic

injury. Lillard is excited at the
prospect of having him for an
entire season.

“] think to win in this
league you have to have guys
who have true confidence.
I think he’s a guy who has
that,” Lillard said. “He just
brings something to our
team that we didn’t have,
a swagger that he has, he’s
really impacted our team so
I'm excited about moving
forward with him and getting
on him this summer, making
sure he’s working.”

Lillard finished the season
with a career-best average of
27 points per game, along
with 4.8 rebounds and 5.9
assists. Backcourt teammate
McCollum also finished the
season with a career-best 23
points per game.

The Blazers’ winningest
starting  lineup  included
Lillard, McCollum, Nurkic
and forward Noah Vonleh
and Maurice Harkless.

Portland signed hefty

Allen Crabbe and Meyers
Leonard last year, and the
team has the third-highest
payroll in the league. With a
disappointing finish, moves
may be in the offing. The
Blazers also have three first-
round picks in the draft to
look forward to.

Lillard was asked after the
Game 4 loss to Golden State
whether the Warriors were
the benchmark for what the
Blazers aspire to be.

“I think about when the
Pistons were just beating
up on Jordan and kicking
his butt every year and he
had to get through them if
he wanted to get to where
he wanted to get to,” Lillard
said. “That’s just what it is
because they (the Warriors)
are going to be there, they’re
going to be there every year
and we have to look at that
and understand that we have
to be better, we have to go
get better and come back
better as a group if we want

season after they surpris- ence Coach of the Month. roller coaster for us from day adequate time to heal fromthe  contracts with Evan Turner, to move past them.”
PREPTENNIS Thursday: N.Y. Rangers at Ottawa, 4 p.m. Houston (McCullers 2-0) at Cleveland Arizona 9, San Diego 3
Local Slate Thursday Bas ketba" WESTERN CONFERENCE (Bauer 1-2), 3:10 p.m. L.A. Dodgers 2, San Francisco 1
PREP BASEBALL Sherman at Riverside, 4 p.m. NBA Anaheim vs. Edmonton Tampa Bay (Cobb 1-2) at Baltimore (Bundy Wednesday’s Games

Friday

Stanfield at Enterprise (2), 1 p.m.
Umatilla at Nyssa (2), 1 p.m.

Vale at Irrigon (2), 1 p.m.

Riverside at Burns (2), 2 p.m.
Pendleton at Hermiston (2), 3 p.m.
Saturday

Weston-McEwen at Culver (2), 11 a.m.
Pilot Rock at Dufur (2), 11 a.m.
Elgin at Heppner (2), 11 a.m.
Ontario at Mac-Hi (2), Noon

PREP SOFTBALL
Friday
Heppner at Union (2), 11 a.m.
Irrigon at Riverside (2), 1 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Umatilla (2), 1 p.m.
Pendleton at Hermiston (2), 3 p.m.
Saturday
Pilot Rock at Culver (2), 11 a.m.
Echo at Glide (2), 11 a.m.
Ontario at Mac-Hi (2), Noon

PREPTRACK & FIELD

Thursday

Hermiston, Heppner, Pilot Rock, Umatilla,
Stanfield, Helix at Riverside Twilight Relays,
4:30 p.m.

Friday

Echo, Umatilla, lone, Arlington at Condon/
Wheeler Invitational, Noon

Hermiston at Gresham, 2 p.m.

Hermiston at Nike Relays (Jesuit HS),
2:30 p.m.

Saturday

Pendleton, Mac-Hi at Ontario, 10 a.m.

Irrigon, Pilot Rock, Heppner, Helix, lone,
Echo, Condon/Wheeler at Sherman Invite,
11 am.

Stanfield at Portland Christian Invitational,
11 am.

Helix at Stanfield, 4 p.m.

Friday

Pendleton (boys) at Redmond Tourna-
ment, TBD

Pendleton (girls) at Bend Tournament, TBD

Hermiston (boys/girls) at Capital (ID)
Tournament, TBD

Riverside at Weston-McEwen, 3:30 p.m.

Saturday

Pendleton (boys) at Redmond Tourna-
ment, TBD

Pendleton (girls) at Bend Tournament, TBD

Hermiston (boys/girls) at Capital (ID)
Tournament, TBD

Riverside, Umatilla, Mac-Hi, Stanfield,
Helix, lone, Weston-McEwen at Helix
Tournament (at Hermiston), 9 a.m.

PREP GOLF
Friday
Heppner at Alpine Meadows G.C., 11 a.m.

PREP LACROSSE
Saturday
Sprague at Hermiston, 5 p.m.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Saturday
Blue Mountain at Walla Walla (2), 1 p.m.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL

Friday

Walla Walla at Blue Mountain (2), 2 p.m.

Eastern Oregon at Southern Oregon (2),
2 p.m.

Saturday

Eastern Oregon at Southern Oregon (2),
2 p.m.

Columbia Basin at Blue Mountain (2),
2 p.m.
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Playoff glance

FIRST ROUND

(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Boston 2, Chicago 2

Today: Chicago at Boston, 5:30 p.m.
Friday: Boston at Chicago, 8 p.m.
x-Sunday, April 30: Chicago at Boston, TBA
Atlanta 2, Washington 2

Today: Atlanta at Washington, 3 p.m.
Friday: Washington at Atlanta, 4:30 p.m.
Toronto 3, Milwaukee 2

Monday: Toronto 118, Milwaukee 93
Thursday: Toronto at Milwaukee, 4 p.m.
x-Saturday, April 29: Milwaukee at Toronto, TBA
Cleveland 4, Indiana 0

Sunday: Cleveland 106, Indiana 102
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Golden State 4, Portland 0

Monday: Golden State 128, Portland 103
San Antonio 3, Memphis 2

Tuesday: San Antonio 116, Memphis 103
Thursday: San Antonio at Memphis, 6:30 p.m.
x-Saturday: Memphis at San Antonio, TBA
Houston 4, Oklahoma City 1

Tuesday: Houston 105, Oklahoma City 99
Utah 3, L.A. Clippers 2

Tuesday: Utah 96, L.A. Clippers 92
Friday: L.A. Clippers at Utah, 10:30 p.m.
x-Sunday: Utah at L.A. Clippers, TBA

Hockey

NHL
Playoff glance
SECOND ROUND
(Best-of-7)
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Washington vs. Pittsburgh
Thursday: Pittsburgh at Washington, 4:30 p.m.
Ottawa vs. N.Y. Rangers

Today: Edmonton at Anaheim, 7:30 p.m.
St. Louis vs. Nashville
Today: Nashville at St. Louis, 5 p.m.

Baseball

MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

w L Pct GB
Baltimore 13 6 684 —
New York " 7 611 1%
Boston n 8 679 2
Tampa Bay m n 500 3%
Toronto 6 14 300 7%
Central Division
L Pct GB
Detroit 1m 8 579 —
Cleveland 0 9 526 1
Chicago 10 9 526 1
Minnesota 10 10 500 1%
Kansas City 7 13 350 4%
West Division
L Pct GB
Houston 14 6 .700 —
Oakland 10 10 .500 4
Los Angeles 10 12 455 5
Texas 9 12 429 5%
Seattle 8 13 381 6%

Tuesday’s Games

Houston 4, Cleveland 2

Tampa Bay 2, Baltimore 0

N.Y. Yankees at Boston, ppd.

Detroit 19, Seattle 9

Minnesota 8, Texas 1

Chicago White Sox 10, Kansas City 5

Toronto 6, St. Louis 5, 11 innings

L.A. Angels 2, Oakland 1, 11 innings

Today’s Games

Kansas City (Karns 0-1) at Chicago White
Sox (Quintana 0-4), 11:10 a.m.

I 1-800-962-2819

3-1), 4:05 p.m.

N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 2-1) at Boston (Sale
1-1), 4:10 p.m.

Seattle (Paxton 2-0) at Detroit (Norris 1-1),
4:10 p.m.

Minnesota (Santiago 2-1) at Texas
(Hamels 1-0), 5:05 p.m.

Toronto (Latos 0-0) at St. Louis (Martinez
0-3), 5:15 p.m.

Oakland (Manaea 1-1) at L.A. Angels
(Shoemaker 0-1), 7:07 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

w L Pct GB
Washington 14 6 .700 —
Miami 10 8 .556 3
Philadelphia 9 9 500 4
New York 8 1 421 5%
Atlanta 6 12 .333 7

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Chicago 12 8 .600 —
Milwaukee 1 500 2
Cincinnati 0 N 476 2%
St. Louis 9 11 450 3
Pittsburgh 8 12 .400 4
West Division

L Pct GB
Colorado 4 7 667 —
Arizona 14 8 .636 Y
Los Angeles 0 N 476 4
San Diego 8 14 364 7
San Francisco 7 14 333 7

Tuesday’s Games

Chicago Cubs 1, Pittsburgh 0
Miami at Philadelphia, ppd.
Atlanta at N.Y. Mets, ppd.
Milwaukee 9, Cincinnati 1
Toronto 6, St. Louis 5, 11 innings
Washington 15, Colorado 11

Cincinnati (Davis 0-0) at Milwaukee (Peral-
ta 3-1), 10:40 a.m.

Chicago Cubs (Lester 0-0) at Pittsburgh
(Glasnow 0-1), 4:05 p.m.

Miami (Chen 2-0) at Philadelphia (Velas-
quez 0-2), 4:05 p.m.

Atlanta (Teheran 1-1) at N.Y. Mets (Syn-
dergaard 1-1), 4:10 p.m.

Toronto (Latos 0-0) at St. Louis (Martinez
0-3), 5:15 p.m.

Washington (Roark 2-0) at Colorado
(Chatwood 2-2), 5:40 p.m.

San Diego (Cahill 1-2) at Arizona (Godley
0-0), 6:40 p.m.

L.A. Dodgers (Wood 1-0) at San Francisco
(Cueto 3-1), 7:15 p.m.

Golf
PGA

World Golf Ranking
Through April 23

1. Dustin Johnson USA 12.77
2. Rory Mcllroy NIR 872
3. Jason Day AUS  8.18
4. Hideki Matsuyama  JPN 797
5. Jordan Spieth USA 756
6. Henrik Stenson SWE 733
7. Sergio Garcia ESP 724
8. Justin Rose ENG 5.52
9. Rickie Fowler USA 5.44
10. Adam Scott AUS  5.37
11. Justin Thomas USA 537
12. Alex Noren SWE 4.87
13. Jon Rahm ESP 476
14. Paul Casey ENG 4.38
15. Patrick Reed USA 433
16. Tyrrell Hatton ENG 4.7
17. Matt Kuchar USA  4.03
18. Charl Schwartzel ~ SAF  4.01
19. Brooks Koepka USA 3.96
20. Phil Mickelson USA 3.88
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ATHENA - $128,000 CALL THE “Weekend & After PENDLETON - $165,000 PENDLETON - $419,000 NEED LISTINGS! We have pre-
CLASSIFIED LINE AD Athena home/great condition. 3 Hours Realtor” to view homes 3bedroom, 1.5 baths w/office or REDUCED! Fabulous approved buyers looking for your
DEADLINES bdrm, 2 ba, 1188 sf(m/l) at a convenient time for you. den. Updated interior, upgraded Contemporary home featuring home. FREE Market analysis.
manufactured home, corner lot. Available on Short Notice, electrical/heating, refinished spectaular city views. Grand Open 7 days a week by
- Large, shaded front deck, off Special Financing Program hardwood floors. 2107 sf(m/l), foyer, formal dining, office, family appointment. Give the
East Oregonian street and RV parking. Cari 541- Information! Call Matt Vogler, w/full basement. Large yard, room, boasting high ceilings, professionals a call.
3pm the day prior to 377-5058cell. #16443563 541.377.9470 covered patio. Kevin 541-969- hardwood floors and bold trims. Garton &
Coldwell Banker Whitney John J. Howard & Assoc. 8243cell #16360289 Call Matt Vogler 541-377-9470 Associates

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

Mithed

I'M PROVIDING a FREE service
to any widows, elderly persons,
disabled veterans, non-able
bodied persons, or single
mothers - who are in need or
lack the time, ability or resources
to maintain their own yards.
Contact me @ 503-505-1443,
ask for Joel.

YOUR DREAM home is
right

here in the
Classifieds... check our
listings for your next
move!

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

TURN HERE TRAVEL FOR
YOUR Flights, Accommodations
and Tours . Ready for a new
Adventure? Business Travel?
Drop by the office for Answers,
Brochures and Ideas. Follow the

Gallery at WWW.
turnherenow.com. Call 541-377-
6855 or Email:

Kjcbaird@gmail.com
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Personals 20

Email or Call Terri or Dayle
classifieds @
eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your
classified ad!!

(541) 276-0021

BLUE JEANS REALTY.
Residential, Commercial,
Mountain properties. Call us

today to sell your home or buy
your new property.
“Our office is wherever you are”
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial ~ status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers hereby
informed  that all  dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

are

Find your new home while the int
erest rates are still low. Call Kerr
y 541 377 6855 for reliable trustw
orthy service with all listed home
s in the area to find the one on y
our wishlist.Contact:
www.turnherenow.com or email:
kjcbaird@gmail.com
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

(541) 377-9470

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

PENDLETON - $105,900
NEW! Sherwood Sweetie!!
Great 1st home or rentall 2
bedroom on one level. F/A heat.
Covered patio.Storage shed for
those extras! MLS#16530010
CALL: MARGE LAPP
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $132,000
NEW LISTING! 3 b/r, 2 ba,
hardwood floors upstairs,

basement has family room, 2nd
bathroom, storage, bonus room.
Call Cathy for more info 541-215-
0103 RMLS #17124548
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $137,500
Office Building in busy location.
Lots of upgrades. Call Cathy for

more info, 541-215-01083.
#16363913
Garton &
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $139,900
UNIQUE - This home has 2,288
sf (m/l) & is located on approx
0.38 ac. Huge “gourmet-type”
kitchen, sunken living room &
“stage” for all those entertainers.
Hardwood floors, carpet. Large
garage, lots of parking for RVs,
boats, etc.. MLS# 15033690 Call
Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the West! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $179,900
Investment special: 2 homes
totally refurbished w/2bay shop.
4bed, 2bath, completely redone.
Small house all updated. Large
double bay shop. Marsha 541-
377-5152cell #17596771
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $189,900
Attention  Investors!  Modern
duplex built in 2012. Stucco

exterior with great city views.
3bdrm, 2ba units. Call Matt
Vogler 541-377-9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $219,000
Bring Offers for this 3 bed, 2 bath
home. Private sun room, central
intercom and VAC, RV area,
close to park, fireplace + pellet +
central heat. Call your realtor for
a tour today. #16054514
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

PENDLETON - $229,000

NEW LISTING! 1520 sqft ranch
style home. 3 bdrm, 2ba with 800
sgft shop/garage. 2 driveways.
Beautifully landscaped. Don'’t
pass this one up. Call Cathy for
more info 541-215-0103

RMLS #17316091

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931
PENDLETON - $232,000
Country-esque, 3bdrm, 3ba,
3000 sqgft. Featuring Corian
counters, bonus room, family
room & game room. Master

bedroom includes sitting area
and extra large walk-in closet.
Call Matt Vogler 541-377-9470
MLS 17314984
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

MLS 16150619
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - NEW LISTING! 3
b/r, 1 ba on flat. Fenced yard.
Needs work. Call Cathy for more

info  541-215-0103 RMLS
#17435513

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931
PENDLETON - REDUCED

AGAIN! Could be 3 b/r, 2 bath.
Needs work. Priced to sell at
$61,408. Call Cathy for more info
541-215-0103 RMLS
#16048730

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

PILOT ROCK - $109,000 Newly
remodeled duplex in Pilot Rock -
2 units. Great investment. All
new plumbing, electrical, etc.
Call Cathy for more information
541-215-0103

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931
THANK YOU to all of the
wonderful people who supported
me  through my  Cancer

Treatments during the past 7
months. We are very blessed@
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

Homes with Acreage

LAGRANDE - $599,000
Extraordinary custom 4 bed, 3.5
bath home on 9.85 acres
surrounded by wildlife & scenic
views. Featuring high-end
finishes of Granite, Marble, and
Hardwoods. Wrap around deck,
outbuildings. Call Matt Vogler
MLS 16185886
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

125

PENDLETON - $288,000
Exceptional 4bdrm, 3.5ba in
fashionable Historic

Neighorhood. Features golden-
oak floors, brick fireplace, copper
hood, mahogany built-ins. Ann
Sacks limestone, marble
countertops and much more! Call
Matt Vogler 541-377-9470 MLS
17130822
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $399,500
3618 Square Ft. Duplex on 2.26
Acres. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths on
each level. 3 Bay Shop. 2 Car
Garage for lower unit.  Nice
View. Call for Details.

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

(541) 276-0931

PILOT ROCK - $439,000

5.44 acres w/water rights. 2254

sf(m/l), 2bdroom, 2.5bath, open

floor plan, vaulted ceilings,

kitchen island, storage, 3bay

garage, shop, barn, tool shed.

Marsha 541-377-5152cell

#16428678

Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

REITH - $199,000

Old MacDonald had a FARM!
1983 Double wide, approximately
5 acres, outskirts of Reith. Shop
w/living  quarters.  Livestock
shelter, chicken coop, hay barn.
Call Matt Vogler 541-377-9470
MLS 17201290

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

UMATILLA - $299,000
Residential/Commercial?  3bed,
3ba, 2car garage. 2.67acres on 3
lots. Home zoned residential, 2
lots zoned commercial, highway
access. Property partially
bordered by BLM. Carolyn 541-
786-0822cell #17582256
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Lots & Acreage

135

2 LOTS, 50x100,
side by side
$20,000 each.

Top of SW 14th & Hailey

Has 3 storage sheds, fully

fenced, water & sewer,
also zoned for
manufactured homes.

541-429-8010

MEACHAM - $329,000
165 acres close to Meacham.
Build your home on this home
site ready acreage. Well, septic
and power in place. Beautiful
property. LOP tags. MLS
#14546959
“Our office is wherever you are”
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690



