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$5.6M for Oregon farm-to-school
funding passes key committee

Lawmakers also consider
increasing tax credit for
crop donations

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Bureau

SALEM — A bill directing $5.6
million to Oregon’s farm-to-school food
program has won unanimous approval
from the House Committee on Agricul-
ture and Natural Resources.

Now, House Bill 2038 must
compete against other spending bills
in the Joint Committee on Ways and
Means, which is prioritizing requests
for funding in the next biennium amid
a projected state budget deficit of $1.6
billion.

The bill would provide nearly
$4.6 million for grants to help school
districts buy foods grown and processed
in Oregon and more than $900,000 for
food-, garden- and agriculture-based
education.

The committee’s chairman, Brian
Clem, D-Salem, noted that existing
farm-to-school  funding would be
eliminated under the 2017-2019 budget
recommended by Gov. Kate Brown
and halved under the proposal by the
co-chairs of the Joint Committee on
Ways and Means.

Lawmakers have
been advised to be
selective in their
requests for funding
to the Ways and
Means Committee,
given budget
constraints, he said.

If farm-to-school
funding is signifi-
cantly reduced from
the amount requested in HB 2039, Clem
recommended that the program revert to
a competitive grant system.

Currently, all school districts receive
non-competitive grants to buy Oregon
food products, but this approach
wouldn’t provide enough incentive if
each received only a small amount of
money, he said.

“No one school district will find that
worth doing,” he said.

The history of Oregon’s farm-to-
school program goes back a decade,
when lawmakers created the position
of a farm-to-school coordinator in
2007.

A competitive grant pilot program
armed with $200,000 was created in
2011, with funding expanded to $1.2
million in 2013. During the 2015
legislative session, another $3.3 million
was added to the program and grants for
food purchases were made non-com-
petitive.

Brian Clem

Aside from voting to approve HB
2038 during its April 4 meeting, the
House Agriculture Committee also
considered another bill that would
increase tax credits for farmers who
donate crops to food banks and similar
institutions.

Under House Bill 3041, the tax credit
would increase from 15 percent to 25
percent of the value of crops donated.

Jenny Dresler, state public policy
director for the Oregon Farm Bureau,
said the organization understands
Oregon’s tight budget situation.

If resources are available, though,
lawmakers should support the bill
because it would help farmers overcome
financial barriers to donating crops,
Dresler said.

Tax Fairness Oregon, a group that
opposes tax breaks to preserve state
revenues, doesn’t believe the tax credit
increase is justified, said Jody Wiser, its
founder.

“Why are we doing it? We don’t have
any statistical analysis to show the need
is there,” she said.

Restaurants and grocery stores also
donate food, but must content them-
selves with a deduction to their taxable
income, rather than a tax credit, Wiser
said.

“It’s hard to explain why farmers
should be treated so differently than
other food contributors,” she said.

Measure to put Yakima’s
immigration policy into
ordinance dies

YAKIMA, Wash. (AP) —
Officials say an ordinance to ensure
residents receive city services
regardless of immigration status has
died.

The Yakima Herald-Republic
reports City Council voted 4-2
Tuesday to kill the proposed
ordinance that would have required
the city of Yakima not to ask about
a person’s immigration status.
Councilwomen Carmen Mendez
and Dulce Gutierrez who drafted the
ordinance described it as a public
safety policy.

Yakima police say they already
do not ask about immigration status
because they do not want to deter
people from reporting a crime.

Councilwoman Maureen Adkison,
who supporting killing the ordinance,
says the council wasted four months
discussing a policy city police were
already respecting. Council members
Bill Lover, Holly Cousens and Mayor
Kathy Coffey voted in favor of
Adkison’s motion.

Young salmon risk ‘gas bubble trauma’

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Young
salmon and steelhead migrating from
the Columbia River Basin in unusually
high flows face a potentially lethal
problem in spillways at dams where
increased nitrogen in the water can
cause tissue-damaging trauma.

However, managers of fisheries
say special features at dams meant to
reduce nitrogen will help the fish make
it to the ocean, and survival should be
about average based on previous high-
flow years.

Like natural waterfalls, a dam’s
spillway increases dissolved gas, including
nitrogen, in water when it smashes into
other water below. The nitrogen can cause
bubbles to form inside fish, similar to the
condition that human divers experience
when they get the bends.

The standard for total dissolved gas
considered safe for fish is 110 percent.
Dams on the Columbia and Snake rivers
have been near or above 120 percent in
recent weeks.

“We’re seeing elevated symptoms
of gas bubble trauma,” said Ritchie
Graves of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. “But

wouldn’t say something horrible is
happening at this stage.”

Fish flows at four federal dams on
the lower Columbia River and four
more on the lower Snake River are
about double what is typical this time
of year. As a result, managers are being
forced to spill water rather than run it
through energy-generating turbines.

Graves said studies have found that
about 1 percent of fish have symptoms
when the total dissolved gas reaches
115 to 120 percent. At 135 percent,
about 20 to 25 percent of fish have
symptoms that include gas bubbles
forming in gill filaments, fins and eyes.
Graves said fish can’t sense the danger.

The problem became apparent with
the building of the John Day Dam on
the Columbia River. Dissolved gas
reached 140 percent, killing thousands
of adult fish migrating upstream.

In the 1990s, after runs of salmon and
steelhead started receiving federal protec-
tion under the Endangered Species Act,
dams on the lower Columbia and lower
Snake rivers began being retrofitted
with deflecting structures at spillways to
reduce dissolved gas.
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U.S. Senator Ron
Wyden will hold town halls
in 11 central and eastern
Oregon counties from
April 17-23, as part of his
goal to hold annual town
halls in each of the state’s
36 counties.

Umatilla County will be
the last stop on Wyden’s
string of town halls,
5 p.m. at McLoughlin High
School in Milton-Freewater
on April 23.

He will visit Morrow
County at 10 a.m. Saturday,
April 22 and hold a meeting
at Riverside High School
in Boardman. That same
day he will hold a meeting
at 4:30 p.m. at La Grande
High School.

With these meetings,
Wyden will have held 815
town halls, as per his commit-
ment to hold annual town
halls in each Oregon county.

“It’s clear from the strong
turnouts so far at this year’s
town halls that participatory
democracy is alive and
well throughout Oregon,”
Wyden said. “I am looking
forward to hearing directly
from residents of central
and eastern Oregon about
solutions we can work on
together to preserve and

protect the Oregon way of
finding common ground.”

A list of the meeting
times and locations in
northeastern Oregon:

Tuesday, April 18

 Grant County: 4 p.m.,
Grant-Union High School
“Old Gym,” 911 S. Canyon
Blvd., John Day

Wednesday, April 19

 Baker County: 9 am.,
Baker High School audito-
rium, 2500 E Street, Baker
City

Friday, April 21

 Sherman County: 1:30
p.m., Sherman County
High School gym, 65912
High School Loop, Moro

Saturday, April 22

* Morrow County: 10
am., Riverside Junor/
Senior High School audito-
rium, 210 Boardman Ave.
N.E., Boardman

e Union County: 4:30
pm.,, La Grande High
School auditorium, 708 K
Ave., La Grande

Sunday, April 23

* Wallowa County: 12
p.m.. Joseph Community
Center, 102 E. First St.,
Joseph

e Umatilla County: 5
p.m., Jack Williams audi-
torium, McLoughlin High
School 120 S. Main St.,
Milton-Freewater

Walden visiting Bend for town hall

BEND (AP) — U.S.
Rep. Greg Walden plans
to visit Bend next week
for a town hall meeting.

Bend is the largest city
in Walden’s district, and
The Bulletin newspaper
reports the Republican
has been criticized for
not holding a town hall
meeting there since 2013.

The critics say Walden
has been avoiding Bend
because it does not give
him the unquestioned

support  he  receives
elsewhere in his largely
rural district.

Walden’s visit will be
on April 13 at Mountain
View High School.

Town hall meetings
held by members of
Congress have drawn
more  attention  since
Donald  Trump  was
elected president. Several
Republican  lawmakers
have been met by hecklers
and organized protests.
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a shower today; however, a shower across
the south.

heavy at times, but dry in the interior
mountains.
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



