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contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Today is the 84th day of
2017. There are 281 days left
in the year.

Today’s
History:

On March 25, 1947, a
coal-dust explosion inside
the Centralia Coal Co. Mine
No. 5 in Washington County,
Illinois, claimed 111 lives; 31
men survived.

On this date:

In 1306, Robert the Bruce
was crowned King of Scots.

In 1776, Gen. George
Washington, commander of
the Continental Army, was
awarded the first Congres-
sional Gold Medal by the
Continental Congress.

In 1865, during the Civil
War, Confederate forces
attacked Fort Stedman in
Virginia but were forced to
withdraw because of counter-
attacking Union troops.

In 1911, 146 people,
mostly young female immi-
grants, were killed when
fire broke out at the Triangle
Shirtwaist Co. in New York.

In 1931, in the so-called
“Scottsboro  Boys”  case,
nine young black men were
taken off a train in Alabama,
accused of raping two white
women; after years of convic-
tions, death sentences and
imprisonment, the nine were
eventually vindicated.

In 1957, a signing cere-
mony was held for the Treaty
of Rome, which established
the European Economic
Community.

In 1965, the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. led 25,000
people to the Alabama state
capitol in Montgomery after
a five-day march from Selma
to protest the denial of voting
rights to blacks. Later that
day, civil rights activist Viola
Liuzzo, a white Detroit home-
maker, was shot and killed by
Ku Klux Klansmen.

In 1975, King Faisal of
Saudi Arabia was shot to
death by a nephew with a
history of mental illness. (The
nephew was beheaded in June
1975.)

In 1987, the Supreme
Court, in Johnson v. Trans-
portation  Agency, ruled
6-3 that an employer could
promote a woman over an
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BREAK INTO SPRING.
FREE VEGAN SOFT SERVE CONE!!

(one per customer per visit]
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arguably more-qualified
man to help get women into
higher-ranking jobs.

Today’s Birthdays:
Movie reviewer Gene Shalit
is 91. Former astronaut James
Lovell is 89. Feminist activist
and author Gloria Steinem is
83. Singer Anita Bryant is 77.
Singer Aretha Franklin is 75.
Actor Paul Michael Glaser is
74. Singer Elton John is 70.
Actress Bonnie Bedelia is
69. Actress-comedian Mary
Gross is 64. Actor James
McDaniel is 59. Former Sen.
John Ensign, R-Nev., is 59.
Movie producer Amy Pascal
is 59. Rock musician Steve
Norman (Spandau Ballet) is
57. Actress Brenda Strong
is 57. Actor Fred Goss is 56.
Actor-writer-director ~ John
Stockwell is 56. Actress
Marcia Cross is 55. Author
Kate DiCamillo is 53. Actress
Lisa Gay Hamilton is 53.
Actress Sarah Jessica Parker
is 52. Baseball Hall of Famer
Tom Glavine is 51. TV
personality Ben Mankiewicz
is 50. Olympic bronze medal
figure skater Debi Thomas is
50. Actor Laz Alonso is 46.
Singer Melanie Blatt (All
Saints) is 42. Actor Dome-
nick Lombardozzi is 41.
Actor Lee Pace is 38. Actor
Sean Faris is 35. Comedian/
actor Alex Moftat (“Saturday
Night Live”) is 35. Auto
racer Danica Patrick is 35.
Actress-singer Katharine
McPhee is 33. Singer Jason
Castro is 30. Rapper Big Sean
is 29. Rap DJ/producer Ryan
Lewis is 29. Actor Matthew
Beard is 28. Actress-singer
Aly (Alyson) Michalka is 28.
Actor Kiowa Gordon is 27.

Thought for Today: “In
every person, even in such
as appear most reckless,
there is an inherent desire
to attain balance.” — Jakob
Wassermann, German author

(1873-1934).
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DEAR ABBY

Graduation threatens to end sisters’ everyday closeness

Dear Abby:

My  sister

“Maddy” is in 12th grade and
will graduate soon. Over the last
two years, we have grown really
close — from eating Chinese
together every other day, to going
shopping together. We have the
closest relationship in the family,
and I consider her to be my best
friend. Although I have many
close friends, her being my sister
makes her the closest to me.
Lately I’ve been mad at her.

I thought for a while it was because she
got a boyfriend, but her boyfriend is like
a brother to me and we get along great.
After hearing her say, “Only a couple
of more months ‘til I'm done with
school forever,” I have realized ’'m mad

because she’s graduating soon.

I have two younger sisters, but we
aren’t nearly as close as Maddy and I
are. For the past month, I’ve been saying
no when Maddy and her boyfriend ask
me to hang out with them. I'm afraid
that because of this [’'m going to lose the

bond I have with my sister.

I don’t want her to graduate because
it means she’ll be moving away, and I
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won’t get to see my best friend
every day. [ don’t know whether
to be happy about her gradu-
ating, or angry. Please help me.
— Mixed Up In Pennsylvania

Dear Mixed Up: Try to be
happy for your sister. Explain
to Maddy why you have been
behaving the way you have so
she will understand.

From your description of
your emotions, it appears you
may be suffering from a version

of empty-nest syndrome. It’s a malady
that often strikes parents when their child
is about to “launch.” An effective way
to counteract it is to find activities you
enjoy and keep yourself busy so you will
have less time to brood.

Another thought: This is now YOUR

chance

relation
It’s an

waste it

to be the supportive oldest

sister in the house, and to forge a closer

ship with your younger siblings.
opportunity that may reap big

dividends in the future, so please don’t

Dear Abby: The daughter of a friend

of more than 20 years is getting married
next year. They live 1,400 miles away.

She told me yesterday that I am invited
to the wedding, but my live-in boyfriend
is not. Her explanation is she has to
control the costs. She told me a mutual
friend’s husband isn’t invited, either.

Including the price of a gift, it would
cost me around $900 to attend the
wedding. She had implied that wedding
gifts should be in the range of $200 to
cover the expense of the food and drink.

I have decided to decline the invita-
tion because my boyfriend can’t come.
What would an appropriate gift be? —
Staying Put In Wisconsin

Dear Staying Put: According to the
rules of etiquette, because you don’t plan
to attend the wedding, no gift is required.
However, in light of your more than
20-year friendship, consider sending a
token gift to the daughter — the price
range is up to you.

Readers, there is a common miscon-
ception that the price of wedding gifts
must be in line with what the hosts
spend on the food and beverages at the
reception. According to Emily Post, that
is a “modern myth,” and “the amount
you spend is strictly a matter of your
budget.”
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