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Senate votes to Kill privacy rules
guarding your online information

NEW YORK (AP) — The
Senate voted to kill Obama-era
online privacy regulations
a first step toward allowing
internet providers such as
Comcast, AT&T and Verizon to
sell your browsing habits and
other personal information as
they expand their own online ad
businesses.

Those rules, not yet in effect,
would have required internet
providers to ask your permission
before sharing your personal
information. That’s a much
stronger privacy-protection
weapon than letting them use
your data until you tell them to
stop. As anyone who has ever
tried to stop getting targeted ads
on the internet knows, opting
out is hard.

Without those protections,
consumer advocates fear that
broadband providers will be
able to do what they like with
people’s data.

“Advertisers and marketers
are lining up to get access to

all the information that’s now
available about us,” said Jeff
Chester of the Center for Digital
Democracy, which advocates
for tougher internet privacy
measures.

Of course, Google and
Facebook already track you.
But proponents of the privacy
measure  argued that the
company that sells you your
internet connection can see
even more about you: every
website you visit, every app that
sends or receives data, everyone
you email and many that you
message. Telecom companies

you don’t like its practices. Of
course, it’s also hard to stop
using Google or Facebook.

Undoing  the Federal
Communications Commission’s
regulation leaves people’s online
information in a murky area.
Today, you can tell a broadband
provider not to use your data.
Experts say federal law still
requires broadband providers to
protect customer information —
but it doesn’t spell out how or
what companies must do.

That’s what the now endan-
gered rules from the Federal
Communications Commission
aimed to do. “There’s kind of a
void,” said Perkins Coie telecom

argue that companies like attorney Marc Martin.

Google know far more about If the just-passed measure

users than they do. also clears the House and is
Consumer advocates also signed by President Donald

point out that it can be hard,
in many areas of the country,

Trump, no future FCC could
pass the broadband privacy rules

WEDNESDAY

1:04 a.m. - A Hermiston caller on West
Juniper Avenue reported someone was

knocking on the bedroom window.

4:39 a.m. - Hermiston police took a
report for the theft of a vehicle at Eldorado

Apartments, 245 N.W. 11th St.

240 S.W. 11th St., Hermiston.

10:16 p.m. - The Morrow County
Sheriff's Office responded to Cedar Road,
Irrigon, on a report of a man beating
a woman. The deputy found no one
committed a crime.

11:54 p.m. - Pendleton police took a

7:58 a.m. - A man asked Umatilla police
to call him because he lost his drone on
top of an abandoned building on Columbia

Street.

8:51 a.m. - Children walking together
in the road on South First Street near

Gettman Road, Hermiston, promoted
someone to report them as a traffic hazard.

The youth were gone before cops arrived.

1:29 p.m. - Hermiston police received a

report of elder abuse.

4:27 p.m. - Police in Umatilla received a
request to check on animals at a home on

Washington Street.

4:29 p.m. - Oregon State Police
responded to the crash of a Honda Accord

report for theft of a vehicle from in front of
the closed Pendleton Cinema, 415 S.W.
First St.

ARRESTS, CITATIONS

*Umatilla tribal police arrested Colten

Kee Nez, 27, of Pendleton, for domestic
abuse and assault, both felonies.

*Pendleton police arrested Marion

Ivan Taylor Ill, 57, of 74960 Brace Road,

Irrigon, for possession of methamphet-

amine, possession of cocaine, felon in
possession of a weapon (electric stun

device and switchblade-type knife),

on the westbound side of Interstate 84

near milepost 187. Police found the

driver, a 24-year-old man from Cheney,
Washington, fell asleep. The car went off
the road and stopped about 30 yards north
of the freeway. The driver also suffered
injuries and took an ambulance ride to a

local hospital.

9:31 p.m. - A caller at Oxford Suites,
1050 N. First St., Hermiston, reported a
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att McCain
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friends.

These are not
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de-friend with the
click of a button.
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McCain, who grew up
in a small town in Texas
but now lives in Austin,
said he wasn’t upset by her
political position, but rather
by how she expressed it.
He was surprised at how
naive and closed-minded
she came across. He hasn’t
made an effort to see her
since, doesn’t talk to her
as much and feels uneasy
toward her.

Many of us have had
similar experiences lately.
Part of the discomfort stems
from being surprised by
the views of someone we
thought we knew well, or
the disconcerting realization
that your values differ
radically from someone you
care about.

We may have hoped
that the country would be
moving past the fractious
politics that divided us
so bitterly during the
campaign. Instead, the
wounds of this past
election keep getting ripped
open. President Donald
Trump’s job approval
rating has dropped to 37
percent, his worst since
taking office two months
ago, and 58 percent of
Americans disapprove
of his performance
so far, according to a
recent Gallup poll. His
controversial proposals
— from the travel bans to
repealing the Affordable
Care Act to a budget that
slashes funding for popular
programs — has elicited
strong reactions. Sharing
those reactions on social
media has become one
way for people to deal with
unprecedented political
circumstances.

As the environment gets
more charged, it continues
to test friendships and other
relationships.

A friend recently asked
a question on Facebook
after seeing an offensive
post from an acquaintance:
When it comes to your
friends’ beliefs, “is it better
not to know?”” She said
she had previously tried
challenging this casual
friend’s misinformation, but
gave up trying to talk to her

avoidance. This
is the preferred approach
in many families: Steer
clear of any topics likely to
create tension or conflict.
But some who successfully
used the avoidance strategy
during the contentious
campaign season say the
tension has only been
building since Election Day.
One woman said she has
avoided asking her husband
of 30 years who he voted
for. But his unwillingness
to be critical of anything
Trump has said or done
has pushed her to the brink
emotionally.

“There have never
been two things harder to
reconcile, ever,” she said.
“This man I love, and this
man I loathe. And both such
a part of my daily life.”

Rachel D’Souza-Siebert
of St. Louis says it’s
important for her to know
her close friends’ political
beliefs in order to have
authentic relationships. She
describes herself as a liberal
and has friends who are
politically conservative.

“On some issues we
agree and on some we
don’t, but at the end of the
day we respect each other,”
she said. “That being said, |
have had some friendships
and relationships end over
politics, and I’'m OK with
that.”

Kandi Gregory of St.
Louis describes herself as a
very conservative Christian,
and has unfollowed some of
her Facebook friends. But
one of her closest friends
in real life is a “very liberal
Jewish lady.” She says they
have had many discussions
on issues ranging from
abortion to religion.

“I think by listening to
each other, it has opened me
up to different things,” she
said.

The keys to maintaining
a relationship despite
fundamental differences?
Respect and a willingness
to hear the other point of
view.

Whether a person
decides to confront, avoid
or completely disengage
from loved ones with
different views, everyone
who responded to the

U.S. law.

Friday Morning

STATION |

again without further change to

man was fighting with his wife at the hotel.
9:44 p.m. - Law enforcement took a
report of a fight at the Last Chance Tavern,

carrying concealed weapons, and on a
warrant for failure to appear.

*Oregon State Police arrested

Kayla Marie Doty, 29, of Washougal,
Washington, for driving under the influence
of intoxicants. State police reported a
trooper at 5:26 p.m. stopped a pickup

for speeding east on Interstate 84 near
milepost in Morrow County, and Doty failed

a sobriety test. The trooper took her to

per

the Boardman Police Department, where
she provided a breath sample showing

cent.
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her blood-alcohol level was .23 percent,
just shy of three times the legal limit of .08
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after the latest post.

“I do miss the days when
racists weren’t emboldened
to express these views
aloud,” she said.

McCain said even
though one of his closest
friendships has been
tarnished, he would rather
know what people in his life
really think.

Those who are outliers
in a politically homogenous
family, neighborhood or city
may opt to stay quiet about
their views. But divisions
can be extra painful in the
most intimate relationships:
spouses, parents and close

Facebook query — about
whether it’s better to know
— said that it was.

Maybe it’s best that
some relationships fall apart
when tested, because the
foundation wasn’t as strong
as we’d imagined.

Or perhaps being aware
of the minefields helps us
avoid explosions.

|

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @AishasS.
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