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Heppner festival

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

In its 35th year, the Wee
Bit O’ Ireland Celebration
is returning to its roots in
recognizing founder Jimmy
Farley, who would have
turned 100 this year.

A full-blooded Irishman,
Farley was dismayed that
Heppner, with its community
of Irish immigrants, didn’t
have any sort of celebration
— vyet there was all kinds
of hoopla at the Rainbow
Tavern in Pendleton.

To remedy that, he lured
radio personality Ted Smith
to host the KUMA Coffee
Hour at his Heppner auto-
mobile dealership. Farley
Motors was bursting at the
seams, which also featured a
champagne social hour later
in the day.

“We thought maybe some
friends and relatives would
be there but people just kept
coming in,” recalled Shanny
Miller, Farley’s daughter.

Sprouting from the two
special hours, the event took
off from there, Miller said.
This year’s celebration kicks
off Thursday, March 16 and
runs through Sunday, March
19.

Even before the event was
official, Farley held informal
gatherings at his dealership
around St. Patrick’s Day.
A 25th anniversary in 1973
included coffee and donuts
in the morning and cham-
pagne in the afternoon.

Farley  referred  to
Heppner as Morrow Coun-
ty’s “Little Ireland” in a 1984
article in The Enterprise, a
Boardman publication. He
said participants didn’t have
to be Irish to join the fun —
urging people to just add an
“Mc” or “O” to their name
and don their best green
clothes.

A photo of Farley graces
the event’s 2017 collectible
button. A pair of drawings
will be held for button
owners and the luck of the
Irish pays out with the $100
Pot O’ Gold.

Miller said her father,
who died in 2000, would
have been thrilled with the
honor. But, even more so,
he would be excited that
people continue to celebrate
the Irish heritage of area
families.

“He would be downtown,
dressed up in his green
outfit with a big smile on his
face,” Miller said. “T think

his intention was to bring
friends and family back to
Heppner to celebrate. It’s
become kind of a reunion of
sorts.”

Also, the event recog-
nizes the Kenny family,
who were named grand
marshals of the Great Green
Parade (Saturday, 1 p.m.).
According to the Heppner
Gazette, the family has
farmed on Sand Hollow for
more than 100 years.

Sheryll Bates, Heppner
Chamber of Commerce
executive director, said the
family was blessed with
musical  abilities.  Billy
Kenny, who died in 2014,
was known for his Irish
tenor voice. According to his
obituary, he once performed
with Bing Crosby.

Passing down his musical
genes to his children, Bates
said a rendition of “Danny
Boy” will be presented
during the KUMA Coffee
Hour (Saturday, 10 a.m.).

A 90-minute live
program, the coffee hour
continues to be popular,
Bates said. It features music,
an Irish Brogue Contest
and running commentary
between radio host Tom
Melton,  Father  Gerry
Condon, U.S. Rep. Greg
Walden and retired attorney
Dominic Monahan.

After nearly 20 years, the
O’Planky Race (Saturday,
noon) is coming back to the
Shamrock Central. Bates
said the activity encourages
people to linger downtown
while waiting for the parade
to begin.

For those unfamiliar
with the event, envision
long narrow boards with
toe straps. Oh, and four
people standing on each
plank. It takes some coor-
dination, Bates said, to get
synchronized. Prizes will
be awarded to the top three
teams.

The event includes
musical performances,
sheep dog trials, the Cruz-In
car show, Welly Toss, Road
Bowling, meals, vendor
displays, fundraisers and
fun for youths. Miller said
the variety of activities helps
make the event successful.

“We try to have some-
thing for everybody, so it’s
not just the coffee hour and
the parade and then everyone
goes to the bar,” she said.

For a full schedule of
events, visit www.heppner-
chamber.com.
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Grange serves
big breakfast

PENDLETON — A
variety of home-cooked
entrées are available during
the all-you-can-eat breakfast
at White Eagle Grange.

The menu includes
pancakes, French toast,
ham, sausage links, hash
brown potatoes, eggs any
style, ham and cheese
omelet, ham scrambled,
biscuits and sausage gravy,
and beverages. The meal is
served Saturday from 6-10
a.m. at 43828 White Eagle
Road, located off Highway
395 between Pendleton and
Pilot Rock. The suggested
donation is $7 for ages
8-and-older, $4 for ages 5-7
and free for those younger.
For $1 off, donate two
nonperishable food items,
which will be distributed
through local food banks.
Also, the grange accepts
hearing aid batteries and
aluminum can tabs for other
nonprofit organizations.

In addition, the grange
will meet Sunday to
discuss its 150th birthday
celebration. The gathering
begins at 5 p.m. with
a potluck meal and the
meeting follows at 6 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to
attend.

For more information,
contact Gail Wilson at
541-310-9655, 541-276-
3778 or gailllwilson@
gmail.com.

Last chance to buy
Girl Scout cookies

A celebration of 100
years in the making comes
to a close Sunday as local
Girl Scout Cookie booths
shut down for the season.

The next few days are
your last chance to buy
the eight varieties offered,
including Thin Mints,

Samoas, Tagalongs, the
gluten-free Toffee-tastic and
more. Boxes are $5 each.

Cookies purchased
locally assist youths
involved with Girl Scouts
of Oregon and Southwest
Washington. Funding
provides opportunities to
participate in year-round
activities, including
camping, travel and local
community projects.

To find a local sales site,
visit www.girlscoutsosw.org/
en/cookies/find-cookies.html
and enter your zip code.

PEO offers
scholarship

PENDLETON —
Applications for the
Phyllis Walnum Jambura
Scholarship are now
available.

Current or recent female
graduates of Pendleton High
School are eligible to apply
for the scholarship, which
will be not less than $1,000,
sponsored by Chapter EM
of PEO (Philanthropic
Educational Organization).
The money may be used
for financial assistance at
an institution of higher
learning.

Information and
applications are available
at the Aspire office and
counseling center at
Pendleton High School, in
the kiosk outside the Blue
Mountain Community
College Foundation office or
by e-mail to nancykerns@
outlook.com.

Submit information
to: community@
eastoregonian.com or
drop off to the attention of
Tammy Malgesini at 333
E. Main St., Hermiston or
Renee Struthers at 211 S.E.
Byers Ave., Pendleton. Call
541-564-4539 or 541-966-
0818 with questions.
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35 years o’ fun

Drama production leads off

An annual tradition
during the St. Patrick’s
season, Father  Gerry

Condon of Heppner has

St. Patrick’s Day celebrations

Catholic Church, 525 N.
Gale St., Heppner.

A sequel to the 2016
drama “Intrigue at Glen-
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late Jimmy Farley,
St. Patrick’s Day celebration, is featured on the
collectible $100 Pot O’ Gold buttons. In its 35th year,

the event is March 16-19.
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founder

of Heppner’s

being treated for leukodys-
trophy, a rare brain disease.

Featuring nearly two
residents,
the play will be staged
Sunday at 3 p.m. at Ione
Community School, 445
Spring St.; and Thursday,
March 16 at 7 p.m. at in the
parish hall at St. Patrick’s
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because of her disguise as

nun. Along the
are clowns and

“Festival Singers” with Joe
Lindsay singing an original
song for the drama.

For more information,
call Ashley Lindsay at
541-376-8285 or 541-379-
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