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Quarrel over watch
leads to assault, suicide

small island in the
Columbia River
idway between

Wallula and Umatilla was
the scene of an attempted
murder and suicide in April
1908.

Switzler’s Island was the
property of John B. Switzler,
who took up residence
on the island in 1882 and
built a house, barn and
outbuildings, and planted
40 acres of orchards. The
orchards were abandoned
in 1894, however, when
flooding of the Columbia
washed out most of the
trees. At 105 feet above sea
level and 25 feet above the
river’s high water mark, the
island contained about 750
acres of farmable land.

The ownership of the
island was the subject of
multiple legal battles, and
in 1908 squatters had taken
over part of the property.
Two men, Fred Deitz and
Joseph Paterman, were
living in one of the houses
on the island. Paterman had
returned to the island on
April 10 after several days
of trying to find work. It was
then Deitz’s turn to look for
a job, but he refused to leave
his watch for Paterman, and
a quarrel broke out. Deitz
had just stepped out of the
house they shared when
Paterman appeared behind
him with a shotgun and fired
at point blank range, hitting
him in the shoulder. He then
loaded Deitz’s unconscious
body into a wheelbarrow,
intending to dump him in
the river.

Deitz soon came to, and
a knock-down drag-out
fight ensued during which

the wounded man was
severely beaten. Paterman
then walked away, leaving
Deitz on the ground, with
the intent to get a hatchet
and finish the job. When
Paterman returned Deitz
pleaded piteously for his
life, and Paterman agreed to
spare him. He placed Deitz
in the shade of a tree and
announced his intent to kill
himself.

After Paterman left, Deitz
made his way to another
house on the island, where
he told the story of the
attack. He was taken by
boat to Umatilla, and while
on the water they heard
Paterman fire two shots, and
later saw the house go up in
flames.

The wounded man was
taken by train to Pendleton,
and was treated while en
route by Dr. J.A. Best, who
happened to be on the train.
It was believed Deitz would
survive the brutal attack.

Searchers returned to
the island and found the
burned body of Paterman
in the ashes of the house
the two men had shared.
Paterman was known in
Pendleton by the director
of the Salvation Army, who
said Paterman had sought
shelter there earlier in the
month and had been angry
at Deitz over $50 he had lent
to his partner, and what he
considered Deitz’s general
mistreatment.

]

Renee Struthers is the
Community Records Editor
for the East Oregonian. See
the complete collection of
Out of the Vault columns at
eovault.blogspot.com

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian
March 4-5, 1917

Indications that Uncle
Sam is actively preparing for
the possibility of war with
Germany is a letter of instruc-
tions received yesterday by
Peter Swartz, ship fitter first
class, who is in charge of the
local naval recruiting station.
He was advised urgently to
use all his endeavors to enlist
men of naval experience
either in the active service
again or in the naval reserves.
These naval reserves will
be called at once in case the
United States determines to
mobilize her naval forces.
If they are not called they
will receive certain pay for
placing themselves on the
reserve list. It is estimated
that there are 20,000 men in
the United States who have
served in the navy and who
are eligible to serve again.

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian
March 4-5, 1967

A prominent Pacific
Northwest high-lift irriga-
tion specialist, G.T. (Bud)
Newcomb, Ketchum, Idaho,
said in Hermiston Friday
that he would like to have an
opportunity to quote a price
on pumping water from the
Columbia River into Cold
Springs Reservoir northeast
of Hermiston. Newcomb
said that in making a “rough”
estimate, he believes he could
develop a project to provide

supplemental irrigation water
for $8 to $10 an acre-foot. The
50,000 acre-foot Cold Springs
Reservoir is an off-stream
storage facility that regulates
a portion of the water supply
to the Hermiston Irrigation
District that irrigates approx-
imately 7,000 acres. Many
farmers in the Hermiston
Irrigation District have been
complaining in recent years
because of a shortage of
water in mid-summer and for
the balance of the growing
season.
25 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian
March 4-5, 1992

Its bark may be worse
than its bite, but computer
programmers aren’t taking
any chances when it comes to
Michelangelo, a ruinous virus
concocted by an unknown
computer hacker. Michel-
angelo threatens to wreak
havoc on up to five million
IBM-compatible  personal
computers nationwide on
Friday. “People are rather
panicky about it,” admitted
David Zehner, a technician
at Computer Processing
Unlimited in Hermiston. The
virus — which effectively
writes over a program,
leaving random characters in
its wake — has prompted a
flurry of anxious phone calls
to the store. And for good
reason. “We had one case
that went off early — totally
formatted all his equipment,”
Zehner said.

Austria: Man tries to enter
courthouse with bag of roaches

VIENNA (AP) — Secu-
rity guards at an Austrian
court might need to put up
a sign at the screening gate
to let the public know about
another item prohibited on
the premises — cockroaches.

State broadcaster ORF
said Wednesday that security
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personnel in the western city
of Linz turned away a man
a day earlier after he tried to
enter the court building with
a sack full of the six-legged
pests.

ORF did not say why the
man had the roaches or what
he planned to do with them.
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[ GDKFFX | 11 |Paid Hatched Fox News Sunday Paid Paid Paid Paid Pre-Race [Racing

KPTV 3 [Fox News Sunday Good Day Oregon Paid Paid Paid Paid Pre-Race [Racing

") GoKEPR | 2 [Paid |Measure CBS Sunday Morning (N) FaceNat. [NCAA Basketball Cincinnati vs. Connecticut (L) [NCAA Basketball

(%] KOIN 19 |KOIN Local 6 at 6 CBS Sunday Morning (N) FaceNat. |NCAA Basketball Cincinnati vs. Connecticut (L) [NCAA Basketball

(25)KNDU | 6 |Sunday Today (N) Wake Up |Champ (N) [Meet the Press (N) Paid |Paid PGA Tour Highlights [PGA Golf

= kew 8 [KGW News at Sunrise Champ () [Give (N)  [Meet the Press (N) PGA Tour Highlights [PGA Golf

@2)KVEW | 4 [Family A. |Matter GMA/Sunday This Week GoodNews |Homeown. |LatiNation |Latino Paid Military M.

=4 KATU 5 |GMA/Sunday KATU News This Morning Your Voice, Your Vote [Measure |This Week Paid Paid

7 GDOKTNW Sid Jet Go!  [Sesame St.[W.World [SplashB. [C.George |Antiques Roadshow [Inside Olympia XConnect |The Impact

[ 590PB | 13 |Peg + Cat |T.Edison |Mr. Rogers|Arthur Thomas |Bob Build |Suze Orman's Financial Solutions for You Magic Moments
AFTERNOON

| 3:30 | 4pm |
Paid Paid

11 [NASCAR Auto Racing Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 Site: Atlanta Motor Speedway (L) Modern |LivDream |Modern
3 [NASCAR Auto Racing Folds of Honor QuikTrip 500 Site: Atlanta Motor Speedway (L)  [Paid Paid Paid Paid Paid
2 |NCAA Basketball NCAA Basketball Big-10 Wild Card Purd./N.West. (L) OpenRoad |Inside Ed. [Paid Judge Judy|Judge Judy
19 [NCAA Basketball NCAA Basketball Big-10 Wild Card Purd./N.West. (L) Insider Paid OpenRoad |FaceNat. |News
6 |PGA Golf Mexico Championship Site: Club de Golf Chapultepec (L) Paid Paid Paid CSI: Miami NBC News
8 [PGA Golf Mexico Championship Site: Club de Golf Chapultepec (L) Paid Paid Getaways |Inside Ed. |KGW News|KGW News
4 [Count NBA Basketball Golden State Warriors at New York Knicks (L)[SkiSnow. [Cycling  [McCarver [Together [Middle [News
5 |Count NBA Basketball Golden State Warriors at New York Knicks (L)|Paid Measure |Paid Old House |News News
ToCont (N) [Clos.Truth [Foreign (N)|Music |Dancing on the Edge [Rock, Rhythm and Doo Wop Retirement Roadmap
13 [Magic Moments Oregon Revealed 2 [This Land Is Your Land (My Music) [Rick Steves' Heart of Italy (N) [News. (N)
2 Broke  |Two and a |Bob's Bob's TheSimps- |Making  [Family Guy|The Last [FOX News |Person of Interest Friends
1 Girls Half Men (Burgers |Burgers "A|ons "Kamp|History "The Manon  [First at " !
L3 KFFX Few 'Gurt |Krustier" |"Pilot" (P) |Dating Earth "Got [Ten
o Men" (N) |(N) (N) Game" (N) [Milk?" (N)
KPTV 3 2 Broke |2 Broke [Bob's Bob's TheSimp- |History  [Family Guy|Last Man- {10 O'Clock News Sports In Depth
Girls Girls Burgers  [Burgers (N)|sons (N) | "Pilot" (N) [(N) Earth (N) Final
CBS Action 60 Minutes NCIS: Los Angeles Madam Secretary Elementary "Wrong  |Action Full
2 Weekend |News at "0ld Tricks" (N) "Labor of Love" (N) Side of the Road" Pt. 1 |News at |Measure
b4 KEPR News 6:30 p.m. of 2 cont'd March 12 |11:00 p.m.
(9] (N)
KOIN 19 KOIN Local{Weekend |60 Minutes NCIS: Los Angeles Madam Secretary Elementary "Wrong  [KOIN6  [:35 Game
6at6 News "0ld Tricks" (N) "Labor of Love" (N) Side of the Road" (N) |News/ 11 |On
Local Jeopardy! |Little Big Shots "A Little Big Shots "We're |Chicago Justice Shades of Blue Local Paid
(25) 6 News One, Two Punch" Back" (SP) (N) "Uncertainty Principle” |"Unforgiven" (SP) (N) |News Program
1> KNDU N
2
o 8 NBC News [Straight |Little Big Shots "A Little Big Shots "We're |Justice "Uncertainty  |Shades of Blue KGW News|:35 Sports
G Talk One, Two Punch" Back" (SP) (N) Principle” (N) "Unforgiven" (SP) (N) |at 11 Sunday
Paid The Insider|America’s Funniest ~ |Once Upon a Time Time After Time Time After Time "I Will |Castle "Dreamworld"
4 Program |Weekend [Home Videos (N) "Tougher Than the "Pilot" (P) (N) Catch You" (N)
g KVEW Rest" (N)
<
KATU 5 KATU News at 6 America's Funniest  [Once Upon "Tougher |Time After Time Time After Time "I Will [KATU :35 Castle
Home Videos (N) Than the Rest" (N) "Pilot" (P) (N) Catch You" (N) News
Retirement|Great Moments From Mercy Street "House of|Masterpiece Classic "Victoria: Vicious  |Front and Center (N)
Roadmap |Soundbreaking Bondage" (N) Young England" (N)
13 Age Reversed Rick Steves' Heart of Italy Masterpiece Classic "Victoria: | Miss Downton Abbey!
Young England” (N)
pen| 6pm | 6:30 | 7pm | 7:30 | 8pm | 8:30 | 9pm | 9:30 | 10em | 10:30 | 11pm | 11:30
o 52 Hoarders "Becky/ Hoarders "Kathy and  [Hoarders "Linda and [Hoarders Overload :10 24 to Life (N) :10 The :40 The
& Clare" Elmira" Kerry" "Maggie and Ann" (N) First 48  |[First 48
AMC 60 Walking |:45 The Walking Dead |:50 The Walking Dead "Hostiles  |The Walking Dead Talking Dead (N) The Walking Dead
Dead "New Best Friends" and Calamities" "Say Yes" (N) "Say Yes"
ANPL 24 |North Woods Law North Woods Law  [North Woods Law NWL: N.Hampshire (N) |Lone Star Law (N) Woods Law "lce Out"
cMT 43 |% Paul Blart: Mall Cop|% %% Home Alone ('90, Com) Joe Pesci, Macaulay Culkin. [Broken Skull Challen |Cops Cops Cops
CNBC 72 [Shark Tank Shark Tank The Deed Rich (N)  [Rich (N) |Super Rich [Super Rich |Paid Paid
CNN 68 [Finding Jesus (N) Believer (N) Jesus "The True Cross" |Finding Jesus Believer CNN Newsroom
DISC 51 |Naked Afraid (N) Naked Afraid (N) Naked Afraid (N) Naked "Botfly Bite" (N)|Naked and Afraid (N) |Naked and Afraid
DISN 26 |Underc.  [Bunk'd  [StuckMid |Cali Style [Underc. [Bizaard. [% How to Build a Better Boy |45 Underc. 10 Bizaard, |:35 Jessie
ESPN 33 NBA Basketball Oklahoma City Thunder at SportsCenter SportsCenter SportsCenter
Dallas Mavericks (L)
ESPN2 34 |NCAA Basketball Pac-12 Tournament (L) Basketball [Nine for IX "Swoopes” |ESPN FC (N) [NBA Basketball Oklahoma vs Dallas
FNC 66 [Justice JudgeJeanine |Fox News Sunday Watters World Justice JudgeJeanine |FOX Report Sunday  [Fox News Sunday
FOOD 61 |WorstCooks Guy's Grocery Games |Guy's Game (N) WorstCooks (N) Chopped Bakers vs. Fakers
FREE 32 |% %% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 % %% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 Daniel Radcliffe.
FX 65 |% X-Men: Days of F... |% %%%* Gone Girl (‘14, Myst) Rosamund Pike, Missi Pyle, Ben Affleck. |Feud "Pilot" (P) (N) |:10 Feud "Pilot"
GOLF 88 |PGA Golf Mexico Championship Site: Club de Golf Chapultepec Golf Central PGA Golf Mexico Championship
GSN 76 [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud |Baggage [Baggage |Divided [Divided [Newlywed [Newlywed
—) HALL 87 [% Appetite for Love  |% All of My Heart (15, Dra) Lacey Chabert. When Calls Heart (N) |G. Girls  |G. Girls |G. Girls  |G. Girls
%] HGTV 62 |FlipFlop  [FlipFlop  |FlipFlop [FlipFlop [Bargain [Bargain |[Life (N)  [Life (N) [IsIndLif (N)[IsIndLif (N) [H.Hunt  [House
HIST 50 American Pickers "If ~|American Pickers American Pickers "The [American Pickers :05 American Pickers |:05 A. Pickers "Legend
You Talk Nice to Me" | "Coin-Op Kings" Georgia Gambler" "Tough Nut to Crack" | "Great Minds Ink Alike"|of the Lost Indian"
LIFE 29 |% Two Weeks Notice |% %** You Again ('10, Com) Kristen Bell. % %% * The Proposal Sandra Bullock. ® %** You Again
NICK 27 |H.Danger [GShakers |Thunder [Thunder [Crashletes [Mega Life [Full House [Full House [Full House [Full House [Friends  [Friends 1/2
H.S. Basketball WIAA Tournament |H.S. Basketball WIAA Tournament H.S. Basketball WIAA Tournament H.S.
— o Basketball
SPIKE 2 Bar Rescue "Wheels of |Bar Rescue "Punk as a |Bar Rescue "Gettin'  |Bar Res. "I Know What |Bar Rescue "Struck Out|Bar Rescue "Gone in a
Misfortune" Drunk" Jigger With It" You Did Last Summit" |at the Dugout” Flash"
SYFY 67 |% ** Pompeii (14, Adv) Kit Harington. % %% A Knight's Tale ('01, Adv) Mark Addy, Paul Bettany, Heath Ledger. |% The Chronicles of ...
TBS 59 iHeartRadio Music iHeartRadio Music Awards Big Bang |[BigBang |Big Bang |BigBang |Big Bang |Big Bang
Awards (L) Theory Theory Theory Theory Theory  |Theory
M 56 % % Deathtrap ('82, |:15 % The Last of Sheila A Hollywood producer plans to Ducks and Drakes % % The Smart Set (1928,
Myst) Michael Caine.  |expose his friend as the driver who killed his wife. Comedy) Jack Holt, William Haines.
TLC 49 [Think You Are Long Island Medium _[L.I. Medium (N) Long Lost Family (N) [Think You Are (N)  [:05 L.I. Medium
TNT 57 |iHeartRadio (L) iHeartRadio Music Awards % K% Star Wars: Episode VI: Return of the Jedi Mark Hamill.
UNI 21 |Durmiendo|Noticiero |[Notanserio Univision [Su Nombre Era Dolores Aqui y Ahora Durmiendo | Noticiero
USA 58 [Law & Order: S.V.U. |Law & Order: S.V.U. |Law & Order: S.V.U. |Law & Order: S.V.U. |Law & Order: S.V.U. |[Modern |Modern
WE 118|CSI " Chip/ Tuck" CSl "Dead on Arrival”  |CSI: Miami CSl: Miami "Dissolved" |CSI "Seeing Red" CSI "Out of Time"
WGN Blue Bloods "Cursed” |Blue Bloods Undergro [Bones [Bones [Mother  [Raising  [Raising
STZENC |644|% *%* Commando |:05 % %% Entrapment Sean Connery. % %% Deja Vu ('06, Act) Denzel Washington. ~ [:10 % Courage Unde...
HBO 518(:15 Making |% %% X-Men: Apocalypse ('16, Act) Jennifer Lawrence.  |Big Little Lies (N) |Girls (N) |Crashing |LastWeek |Big Lies
= HBO2 520 [Movie Bill Maher |Last Week |Big Little Lies % Hail, Caesar! Josh Brolin. :50 ¥ %% A Serious Man
=} HBO3 521|% Midnight Special |:15 % The Boss ('16, Com) Melissa McCarthy.  |% Sisters (15, Com) Amy Poehler, Tina Fey. |fx’- Demolition
4 MAX 549(:15 % ** Lara Croft: Tomb Raider % %% Vacation Ed Helms. [:40 % ** Spy (15, Act/Com) Melissa McCarthy. [:45 % Pan
@l siow  [578|TRUMPED: Upset Billions Homeland Homeland (N) Billions (N) Billions "Optimal Play"
STARZ [621|% %% Jaws Black Sails "XXXIlI"  |Missing "Statice" (N) [BlckSail "XXXIV" (N) |The Missing "Statice” |:05 BlckSail "XXXIV"
NIGHT OWL
STATION 12 Am | 12:30
[) GOKFFX | 11 |Old House |Friends  [CRTV CRTV
KPTV 3 |McCarver |Queens |Raising ). Impe  [% % Breakin' All the Rules Jamie Foxx. [Minute  [News Good Day Oregon at 5
I®Y G9KEPR | 2 |FaceNat. |News WhatWent |[NameG.  |CBS Overnight News News News |News
("] KOIN 19 |RawTrav. |:35 House |:05Paid  |:35 Insider |:05 CBS Overnight News News News KOIN 6 News at 5 a.m.
(25)KNDU | 6 |Fam. Feud [Vanimpe |Blue Bloods Dateline NBC Meet the Press News Wake Up Northwest
H KGW 8 [Paid Paid Scandal Dateline NBC Meet the Press News KGW News|KGW News at Sunrise
@2)KVEW | 4 [Rizzoli & Isles Mary Taxi ABC World News Now News Northwest |Northwest
=4 KATU 5 |Castle |:35 D. Fusco [Measure |:35 Paid  [:05 ABC World News Now |News News KATU News Morning
Y GDKTNW Mercy Street Masterpiece Classic  |Tales Royal Wardrobe |Perform. "Hamilton's America” Sky Island |Finding Your Roots
[ 59)0PB | 13 |Trekker "West Texas" |Masterpiece "Poirot: The Big Four" |M'piece "Poirot: Dead Man's Folly" |Variety Studio Insight |BBC News




