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Legal marijuana 1s producing jol

SALEM (AP) — The
states that have legalized
recreational marijuana — a
multi-billion-dollar busi-
ness — don’t want to hear
the federal government talk
about a crackdown. Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown says she
wants Oregonians left alone
to “grow these jobs.”

In Oregon alone, that’s
roughly 12,500 jobs, said
economist Beau Whitney
of Portland, adding that he
is making a conservative
estimate. Oregon’s attorney
general said she would be
duty-bound to fight to protect
the state’s marijuana industry.

U.S. Attorney General Jeff
Sessions has said his depart-
ment is reviewing a Justice
Department memo that gives
states flexibility in passing
marijuana laws and noted “it
does remain a violation of
federal law to distribute mari-
juana throughout any place
in the United States, whether
a state legalizes it or not.”
White House spokesman
Sean Spicer predicted stepped
up enforcement.

Underscoring how the
marijuana industry is pushing
job growth in Oregon, the
Oregon  Liquor  Control
Commission, which regulates
and licenses the state’s recre-
ational marijuana industry,
says it has over 12,640 appli-

.
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In this Sept. 2016 file photo, different strains of
marijuana are displayed in West Salem Cannabis, a

marijuana shop in Salem.

In Oregon, at least 12,500

jobs are attributed to legal recreational marijuana and
in Oregon, Washington state and Colorado, marijuana
tax revenues totaled $335 million in 2016.

cations for marijuana worker
permits. It has also received
2,174  marijuana  license
applications, with over half
coming from  would-be
producers and the rest mostly
from those seeking to set
up as retailers, processors,
wholesalers and laboratories.
It had activated 943 licenses
by Tuesday.

Marijuana  shops  are
prevalent in many Oregon
cities. In the countryside,
marijuana greenhouses are
not uncommon.

“We now have a nascent,
somewhat successful
industry,” Brown said in an
interview Tuesday with The
Associated Press and a free-
lance journalist. “These are
good paying jobs. It’s a pretty
diverse business community.”

In January alone, recre-
ational  marijuana  sales
in Oregon were over $20
million, with medical mari-
juana generating about $2.8
million more, the OLCC said.

In Oregon, Washington
state and Colorado, marijuana

DS, revenue

tax revenues totaled at least
$335 million in either the last
calendar year or the last fiscal
year.

Whitney, who has been
involved in several marijuana
businesses and has advised
state government, estimates
that workers in the marijuana
industry in Oregon earn a
total of $315 million per
year. That’s based on workers
earning an average of $12
per hour. He noted that the
wage scales vary widely,
with harvesters earning less
than processors and chemists.
Their wages are pumped back
into the local economies.

If the Trump administra-
tion moves against legalized
recreational marijuana, it
would be going against its
own objectives, Oregon’s
governor said.

Oregon Attorney General
Ellen Rosenblum indicated
she would go to court to
protect those jobs. Currently,
the Cole Memorandum,
which provides guidance for
federal marijuana enforce-
ment, restricts itto a few areas,
including preventing distribu-
tion to minors and preventing
marijuana from being trans-
ported from pot-legal states to
other states. Under the Cole
Memorandum, states where
marijuana is legal have been
largely been left alone.

Lawmakers

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Bureau

SALEM —  Intense
opposition by  Oregon’s
farmers, ranchers and forest-
land owners has apparently
convinced lawmakers to back
away from altering key prop-
erty tax provisions affecting
agriculture and forestry.

Machinery used for agri-
culture and forestry is exempt
from property tax assessments
while property dedicated to
producing crops, livestock
and timber is less heavily
taxed than other real estate.

Under  the  original
language of House Bill 2859,
the property tax exemption
for equipment and the farm
use assessment for land would
expire in 2024 unless renewed
by lawmakers.

The proposal evoked alarm
in Oregon’s natural resource
community, which turned

back away from farm property tax bill

out in full force at a March 1
hearing to argue that creating
a “sunset” for these provisions
would financially destabilize
farming, ranching and forestry.
By the end of the hearing,
the overwhelmingly negative
testimony against HB 2859
seemed to have the desired
effect on members of the
House Revenue Committee.
“I’'m pretty convinced
putting a sunset on these things
that are very long-term assets
doesn’t make any sense,” said
Rep. Phil Bambhart, D-Eu-

provisions related to natural
resources should be elimi-
nated from the bill.

The suggestion drew
no objections from other
committee  members, S0
Barnhart said they would
only consider the remaining
provisions of HB 2859 related
to economic development and
other issues.

“I think you should
consider all of what I just
said means that you win,”
Barnhart told the audience, to
enthusiastic applause.

gene, the commiittee’s chair. Farmers, ranchers and

At the beginning of the forestland owners at the
hearing, Barnhart said the bill  hearing emphasized that
was drafted in response to an  natural resource industries

audit from Oregon’s Secretary
of State’s Office, which called
for periodic review of existing
property tax exemptions and
tax credits.

In light of the objections
to HB 2859, though, Barnhart
said he thought the sunset

were already highly uncertain
due to the weather and volatile
markets.

Landowners said they
shouldn’t also have to
contend with the possibility
their property taxes may rise
dramatically every six years,

which is the period of sunset
review established under HB
2859.

Marsha Carr, a forestland
owner near Monroe, Ore.,
said her annual property taxes
would rise from about $1,000
to more than $25,000 under
HB 2859.

Carr  said her family
harvests timber in small
patches of five to seven acres,
which preserves habitat for
wildlife and songbirds.

“That would have to
change to pay the taxes,” she
said. “We would have to cut
larger areas.”

Farmers rely on special-
ized equipment but they often
operate it for only a month
or less per year, unlike other
industries where machinery
creates revenues year-round,
said Roger Beyer, a lobbyist
for the Western Equipment
Dealers  Association — and
several crop organizations.

BRIEFLY

Efforts expand
to stop uranium
from entering
Columbia River

RICHLAND, Wash.
(AP) — Efforts to prevent
uranium from leaching
into the Columbia River
along the Hanford Nuclear
Reservation are being
expanded after a test
showed good results.

Wells are being drilled
to inject a solution into the
ground to bind the uranium
to the soil and prevent it
from migrating into the
groundwater and then into
the river.

The Tri-City Herald
says much of the soil
contaminated with uranium
at the Hanford 300 Area has
been dug up down to 15
feet, removing the majority
of the contamination.

The uranium is left
over from decades of work
making plutonium for
nuclear weapons during
World War II and the Cold
War. As a byproduct of
the process, 60 tons of
dissolved uranium was
dumped into the ground.

Oregon boasts
lowest jobless rate
in 40 years

SALEM — Oregon’s
jobless rate dropped to 4.3
percent in January, marking
the lowest such figure since
the state began tracking
employment data in 1976.

State officials say
it’s also lower than the
nationwide rate of 4.8
percent.

The last time Oregon’s
jobless rate dipped below
5 percent was during the
dot-com boom in the
mid-1990s.

Oregon businesses added
2,600 nonfarm employees
to their payrolls in January,
which was a quarter-percent
drop from the recent
monthly averages.

The construction
industry added the most
jobs for the month, while
the biggest cuts occurred in

sectors such as government
and health care.

Statewide employment
growth over the last 12
months totaled 43,200 new
jobs.

Gray wolf blamed
for death of calf

MEDFORD (AP) —
State wildlife officials say a
gray wolf has spent the last
several months in Jackson
County, where it attacked
and killed a 3-day-old calf
on a private ranch.

The Mail Tribune reports
the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife says
the GPS collar on OR-25
showed it was at the ranch
in Prospect on Saturday
around the time a person
working on the property
found the dead calif.

Wildlife biologists say
the 3-year-old male wolf
known to frequent Klamath
County has remained
almost exclusively in
Jackson County for the past
two months.

They suspect OR-25 is
trying to lure away a female
wolf from the Rogue Pack.

Records show Saturday’s
attack was the second time
OR-25 has been involved in
livestock predation.

Salem sets rainfall
record for Feb.

SALEM (AP) — The
city of Salem has set
arecord for rainfall in
February, with 13.29 inches
of precipitation.

The Statesman Journal
reports Wednesday that that
number blew past the record
of 13.01 inches of rain set
in 1996. It’s way above the
normal total of 4.56 inches.

It was the second month
this season that Salem set
arecord. October’s 11.25
inches was also the most
rain during that month in
recorded history. Recorded
totals go back to 1892.

Salem residents hoping
for some dry weather are
out of luck. The forecast
calls for wet weather for the
next eight to 14 days.
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