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Conservative group cancels speech by Yiannopoulos

LOS ANGELES (AP)
— Right-wing provocateur
Milo  Yiannopoulos has
been disinvited to this year’s
Conservative Political Action
Conference after his attempt
to clarify past comments on
relationships between boys
and older men fell flat with
organizers.

Hours later, his publisher
cancelled his book
“Dangerous,” which had
been scheduled to come out
in June.

The American Conser-
vative Union founded and
hosts CPAC, is being held
Wednesday through Saturday
outside Washington. In a
tweet on Monday, ACU
chairman Matt Schlapp said
that “due to the revelation of
an offensive video in the past
24 hours condoning pedo-
philia, the American Conser-
vative Union has decided to
rescind the invitation of Milo
Yiannopoulos to speak.”

After the polarizing
Breitbart News editor was
invited, his invitation sparked
a backlash. The conservative
Reagan  Battalion  blog
tweeted video clips Sunday
in  which Yiannopoulos
discussed  Jews,  sexual
consent, statutory rape, child
abuse and homosexuality.

In one clip, Yiannopoulos
defends sexual relationships
between men and boys as
young as 13 years old. He
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In this Jan. 25 file photo, Milo Yiannopoulos speaks on
campus in the Mathematics building at the University
of Colorado in Boulder, Colo.

also speaks approvingly of
his own sexual relationship
with a 29-year-old priest
when he was 17.

“In  the homosexual
world, particularly, some of
those relationships between
younger boys and older
men — the sort of ‘coming
of age’ relationship — those
relationships in which those
older men help those young
boys discover who they are
and give them security and
safety and provide them with
love and a reliable, sort of
rock, where they can’t speak
to their parents,” he said.

Later Monday, Simon &
Schuster and its Threshold
Editions imprint announced
that “after careful consider-
ation” they had pulled the
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Chief suspect Vjeran Tomic faces the media at court
for his trial in Paris, Monday accused of involvement
in one of the world’s biggest art heists. Three people,
including Vieran are accused of being involved in a dra-
matic 2010 theft of more than $100 million worth of
artworks from the Paris Museum of Modern Art.

Three men convicted in
$110M Paris art heist

PARIS (AP) An
agile  thief  nicknamed
“Spiderman,” an antiques
dealer and an art expert were
sentenced to prison Monday
and ordered to pay Paris for
stealing five masterpieces
from the city’s Modern Art
Museum worth $110 million.

The paintings —
by Picasso, Matisse,
Modigliani, Braque and

Fernand Leger — have not
been seen since the dramatic
2010 heist.

The Paris court convicted
“Spiderman” Vjeran Tomic
of stealing the paintings
and sentenced him to eight
years in prison. Jean-Michel
Corvez, the antiques dealer
who orchestrated the theft,

was sentenced to seven
years.
Yonathan  Birn, who

stored the paintings and told
the court he destroyed them
out of fear of getting caught,
screamed at the judge who
sentenced him to six years in
prison.

His lawyer, Caroline
Toby, called Birn’s sentence
“particularly severe.”

The court also jointly
fined the men an eye-pop-
ping $110 million for the
loss of the paintings, but the
verdict did not detail how
they might go about raising
even a fraction of the fine.

Birn, a  40-year-old
expert and dealer in luxury
watches, previously told the
court he threw the master-
pieces in the trash and
“made the worst mistake of
my existence.”

Investigators think the
paintings were smuggled
out of France, although they
were not able to prove that,
court documents showed.
Birn’s co-defendants testi-
fied he was “too smart” to
destroy the masterpieces.

Tomic, a thief with 14
previous convictions, said
before sentencing that he
got a buzz from the May 20,
2010, overnight break-in.
He took advantage of fail-
ures in the security, alarm
and video-surveillance
systems to move around the

high-ceilinged museum near
the Eiffel Tower.

“It’s quite spectacular.
There is an adrenaline rush
the moment you enter the
space,” he said. “The sounds
resonate from one side to the

other.”

Authorities found
climbing gear at his home:
gloves, ropes, climbing

shoes and suction cups. He
removed the glass from
a bay window without
breaking it and cut the
padlock of the metal grid
behind it, allowing him to
move from one room to
another without raising the
security alarm.

Tomic was there to steal
a painting by Fernand Leger
and possibly a Modigliani
ordered by Corvez, the
61-year-old antiques dealer
who confessed to being a
receiver of stolen goods.
Tomic said when he came
across the Picasso, the
Matisse and the Braque
paintings, he decided to take
them as well.

Several hours after the
headline-making  burglary,
Tomic said he offered the
five paintings to Corvez,
who said he was “totally
stunned” by them.

Corvez said he initially
gave Tomic a plastic bag
containing $43,000 in small
denominations  just  for
the Leger, because he was
unsure he would get buyers
for the other paintings.

Corvez then became
worried about keeping the
artworks in his shop after
several months and showed
them to his friend Birn, who
agreed to buy the Modigliani
for $86,000 and to store the
others in his studio. The
Modigliani was hidden in a
bank safe, he said.

Birn said he panicked
when police began investi-
gating. He says one day in
May 2011 he retrieved the
Modigliani from the safe,
returned to his workshop to
break the stretcher bars on
all the canvasses with fierce
kicks and then threw them
all into the building’s trash.

book, for which pre-orders
placed it high on Amazon.
com’s best-seller lists. The
subject of intense controversy
from the start, “Dangerous”
was originally scheduled
to come out in March. But
Yiannopoulos pushed back
the release to June so he
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could write about the protests
during his recent campus
tour, including a cancelled
appearance at the University
of California, Berkeley.

At the time of his
publisher’s decision Monday,
“Dangerous” ranked No. 83
on Amazon’s overall list and
No. 1 in the subcategory of
“Censorship & Politics.”

Simon & Schuster did
not offer any specific reason
for pulling “Dangerous.” In
Facebook postings Monday
night, Yiannopoulous wrote
“They canceled my book”
and “I’ve gone through
worse. This will not defeat
me.”

Yiannopoulos is known
for his vicious criticism of
women and Muslims among
others and last summer
helped instigate a harassment
campaign against “Ghost-
busters” star Leslie Jones that
led to his banishment from
Twitter.

More than 100 Simon &
Schuster authors had objected
to his book deal, which was
announced last December,
and Roxane Gay withdrew
a planned book. Some book-
stores had said they would not
sell it, although the National
Coalition Against Censor-
ship and other free speech
organizations had defended
the publisher. Threshold is a
conservative imprint that has
published books by President
Donald Trump, who has
defended Yiannopoulos, and
former Vice President Dick
Cheney, among others.

On  Facebook, Yian-
nopoulos blamed deceptive
editing and his own “sloppy
phrasing” for any indication
he supported pedophilia. The
British author said he spoke
of his own relationship when
he was 17 with a man who
was 29. The age of consent in
the UK. is 16.

It’s unclear who edited
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the videos.

“We realize that Mr.
Yiannopoulos has responded
on Facebook, but it is
insufficient,” Schlapp said.
“We urge him to immedi-
ately further address these
disturbing comments.”

Schlapp said the invita-
tion was initially extended
knowing that free speech
on college campuses is a
“battlefield where we need

brave, conservative stan-
dard-bearers.”
But he added: “There

is no disagreement among
our attendees on the evils of
sexual abuse of children.”

Breitbart is considered
by many a platform for
the so-called “alt-right”

movement, an offshoot of
conservatism that mixes
racism, white nationalism and
populism. Its former execu-
tive chairman, Steve Bannon,
iS a now a senior adviser to
President Trump.
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