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Bill would prevent employers from recovering attorney fees in wage disputes

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI  executive director of the so workers don’t necessarily illegal and none of the bills ments. termination was intended as
Capital Bureau Northwest Workers’ Justice have to pay the opposing before you make it any more Opponents of the bill retaliation.
Project, during a Feb. 13 side’s attorney fees when illegal,” said Betsy Earls, question its fairness, since a According to proponents,
SALEM — Oregon committee hearing. they lose a dispute. vice president of Associated lien can impede the ability to  this revision levels the
employers would be stripped Judges would still retain The prospect of being Oregon Industries. sell property, hurt a compa- playing field.
of the ability to recoup therightto penalize plaintiffs liable for attorney fees has Under House Bill 2180, ny’s creditworthiness and “Proving retaliation is

attorney fees if they win a
wage and hour lawsuit under
a proposed bill before state
lawmakers, while another
would allow claimants to
file liens on their employer’s
property before winning a
judgment.

Only employees who file
and win such cases would
be entitled to attorney fees
under House Bill 2169,
which is being considered
by the House Committee on
Business and Labor.

Currently, either workers
or employers can recover
such costs if they win legal
disputes over wage and hour
claims.

Proponents of HB 2169
argue the current system
effectively prevents workers
from filing lawsuits when
employers have paid less
than the minimum wage or
made improper wage deduc-
tions.

“It serves as a real deter-
rent for low-asset households
to proceed with legitimate
claims,” said Michael Dale,

and their lawyers for cases
that are deemed frivolous,
Dale said. “I think it balances
out.”

Attorneys who represent
workers in labor disputes
said their clients are typically
unwilling to risk paying tens
of thousands of dollars in
attorney fees over disputes
involving several hundred
dollars in wages.

“It guarantees bankruptcy
for the individual,” said
attorney David Schuck.

Opponents of HB 2169
argue the law should remain
impartial as to who can
recoup attorney fees in wage
and hour lawsuits.

“We don’t think Oregon
law should stack the deck
against one side or the
other,” said Anthony Smith,
state director for the National
Federation of Independent
Business.

Tim Bernasek, an attorney
representing the Oregon
Farm Bureau, said judges
ultimately decide whether
such awards are appropriate,
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Chrissy Woollard has joined John
Cimmiyotti as a new Financial Advisor
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in the Pendleton office.
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ness. Chrissy is a native of Pendleton and a Pendleton High
School graduate. Chrissy enjoys helping individuals, families
and businesses to attain their financial goals. Chrissy can

be contacted by calling the

local office at 541-276-9184.

305 SW Dorion Ave. ~ Pendleton, OR 97801
8797 W. Gage Blivd., Ste. C-103 ~ Kennewick, WA 99336

541-276-9184

Web Site: www.RaymondJames.com

* 800-276-9184

a “sobering effect” on both
parties in such disputes,
Bernasek said. “It’s important
to keep that balance.”
Representatives of
Oregon’s business commu-
nity testified they were also
troubled by other proposals
aimed at strengthening the
position of workers in litiga-
tion against employers.
“Wage theft is already

workers who file a complaint
over unpaid wages can file a
lien against their employer’s
property.

Supporters of HB 2180
say the change is necessary
because companies can
transfer assets or change
their names, preventing
employees from collecting
unpaid wages even when
they’ve won court judg-

otherwise disrupt business
transactions, even if the wage
claim is unfounded.

“The due process
concerns are significant,”
said Bernasek.

Similarly, under House
Bill 2181, if a worker is
fired within 90 days of
filing a wage claim, the
employer faces the “rebut-
table presumption” that the

very difficult,” said Dale.
“You have to get in some-
one’s head based on some-
thing they did in the past.”

Critics of HB 2181
argue it’s just as difficult
for employers to prove they
were not retaliating against
workers.

“You're telling me I'm
guilty until I prove I’'m inno-
cent,” said Smith.
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Umatilla Electric is offering the following scholarships for the 2017-18 school year:
LINEMAN TRADE

ACADEMIC

Twelve $2,500 scholarships are available
for members of UEC and/or their
dependent children who are enrolled or
planning to enroll in a full-time graduate
or undergraduate program at a two- or
four-year college. Apply online at:
www.oregonstudentaid.gov.

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
A $5,000 scholarship is administered

to a college student who has completed
their freshman year and is interested

in pursing a degree in Electrical
Engineering-Power Systems. Apply at
www.oregonstudentaid.gov.

A $2,000 scholarship is available to
members and/or applicants whose parent
or guardian is an active member, and are
interested in the Line Construction trade
and will be attending an accredited Line
College. Go to: UmatillaElectric.com to
download the application.

For more information visit our offices
in Hermiston or Boardman or our
website: UmatillaElectric.com.

You can also call us at
541-567-6414 or OSAC

at 1-800-452-8807.




