
CUTTING FOAM

This technique was a win-
win-win: easy, inexpensive
and impressive. I first came
across it on the Mer Mag
blog (http://bit.ly/1IQToZk )
and tweaked it a bit to use
the supplies I had on hand.

This method involves
cutting shapes out of sheets
of craft foam and gluing
them onto wooden blocks. I
didn't have any blocks, so I
used a sturdy sheet of
corrugated plastic instead.
And while I used scissors to
cut out the simple heart
shape, I used a craft knife
when cutting out the more
intricate lettering.

This technique was
significantly quicker than
the carving rubber
technique, and the resulting
images stamped more
cleanly, without any stray
bits of color around the
image as there had been
with the carving method.
The foam was cheap —
under a dollar for a letter-
size sheet — though it likely
won't last as long as the
rubber.

Cost: 10

Ease: 9

Results: 8

SQUEEZING CAULK

The website Make:
(http://bit.ly/2keaIli ) touts this
technique as an easy way to
design your own stamps
without any carving, but I found
it to be a disaster from the
start. The basic idea is to
outline a shape on plexiglass
with clear, silicone caulk, but
my first problem was cutting
the plexiglass sheet down to
size. The instructions call for
scoring the plastic and then

snapping it. Maybe I'm weak —
but I could not cut the
plexiglass no matter how many
times I scored it.

The next problem was applying
the caulk. I was unable to
achieve smooth results.
Instead, it was a rather gloppy
affair. I tried to outline a heart
design and then fill it in, but the
caulk was too thick and sticky
to smooth out. The result?
When I applied paint and then
pressed the stamp onto a card,
I ended up with a blotchy

mess. The caulk cost about $7
and the plexiglass sheet cost
nearly $10, making this too
expensive even if it had
worked.

Cost: 4

Ease: 3

Results: 2
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Flowers • Candles 
  Jewelry • Plants 
    Balloons & More!
Put a smile on the heart with  

 the power of flowers.
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541-567-0272
2150 N. First St., Hermiston

Feb 12Feb 12thth - Feb 17 - Feb 17thth

• Flax Lavendar Cozy Wraps 
(New Line)

• Spring Preview Noelle Clothing 
& Accessories

• Select Baby Clothing & Toys
•  Select Noelle Clothing & Accessories

•  Kerusso T-shirts
•  Select Jewelry

• Regular Retail Clearance Items 
(All New Selections)

20% OFF

50% 50% OFFOFF

$1.00 OFF 
• Good Morning Smoothie

• Remarkable Rebecka Juice

WHICH CRAFT?
Three ways to carve and cut
Valentine stamps
Carving, cutting and squeezing might not sound like the best
ways to handle a tender heart, unless you're making your
own heart-shaped stamp to decorate Valentine's Day cards.

Crafting a stamp yourself means you can create whatever
image or text you want. Maybe something that combines
your name with your beloved's, or a design that highlights a
shared memory or interest? I stuck with fairly simple
Valentine's Day symbols — a heart, hugs and kisses, and
the word "love" — but the options are endless.

Sure, it's easier to just buy a card or print one, but stamps
allow greater creativity — you can use metallic ink on dark
paper or go for a more rustic look. And if you like the design
you created, you can easily make multiple cards for all your
friends.

I tried three different approaches. Here's what I found, with
each method rated from 1 to 10, with 10 indicating the least
expensive, easiest and best results:

___

CARVING RUBBER

This technique, spotted on the Blitsy Blog
(http://bit.ly/2lcni95 ), starts with a kit that includes a sheet
of rubber and a carving tool with two tips. The kit costs
about $10, making this the second-most expensive option,
though it includes enough rubber to make several small
stamps, and the carving tool can be re-used.

To create a stamp, either draw a design on the rubber sheet,
or use tracing paper to transfer a design, and then carve
away the negative space around the areas you want to be
printed. The carving was easier than I expected, though
more intricate designs were tricky. I found it helpful to test
my stamp on scrap paper and then do a bit more carving to
clean up areas I'd missed. The result was a sturdy stamp
that produced a fairly consistent image.

Cost: 6

Ease: 7

Results: 7

Did You Know ?
• Why is the Umatilla County Sheriff’s office doing 

extra patrols Feb. 6-19?

• What is U.S. Rep. Greg Walden saying about the 
fate of Obamacare and how those covered by it 
will be affected?

• Who was voted the new secretary of the CTUIR 
Board of Trustees?

• What’s the best way to contact your 
congressman?

Try us for 

 two weeks free!

Call today for convenient  

home delivery

 1-800-522-0255
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