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UN urges more 

airline passenger 

info in terror fight
UNITED NATIONS 

(AP) — The U.N. political 
chief on Tuesday urged the 
world’s nations to share 
information about airline 
passengers as part of a 
stepped up response to the 
growth of “transnational 
terrorism” sparked by 
the Islamic State group’s 
expanding areas of attack.

Jeffrey Feltman also told 
the U.N. Security Council 
that it is “critical” to improve 
the global response to 
“foreign terrorist fighters” 
leaving Syria and Iraq, even 
though many are still in 
conflict zones.

He was briefing the 
council on Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres’ latest 
report on IS — also known 
as ISIL and Daesh. It said 
European member states 
have reported that between 
15 percent and 40 percent of 
their nationals and residents 

who traveled to Iraq and 
Syria to fight have returned 
— and some governments 
highlighted a rising number 
of female returnees.

“A proportion of 
those returning present a 
significant threat and are 
facing appropriate legal 
and control measures,” the 
secretary-general’s report 
said. “Other returnees are 
reported to have become 
disillusioned with the 
fighting and the distorted 
ideology of ISIL and 
therefore represent a lower 
threat.”

In a separate report to the 
Security Council circulated 
late Tuesday, a panel of 
experts that monitors 
sanctions against IS said 
it has received various 
estimates of the current 
number of fighters for the 
extremist group. They range 
from 12,000 to 20,000 in 
Syria and Iraq to 33,000 
fighters in the wider Middle 
East, “including 15,000 
foreign terrorist fighters,” the 
report said.

In December, the 
Security Council urged 
all 193 member states to 
address “the gravity of 
the threat” posed by IS by 
adopting laws and sharing 
intelligence, biometric, 
biographical data and 
financial information related 
to extremist groups — and 
by requiring airlines 
operating in their territories 
to provide advance 
information on passengers to 
national authorities.

According to the report, 
only 56 nations have 
shared advance passenger 
information to date, and 
implementation of the 
council’s call for countries 
to share passenger name 
records “continues to be 
uneven.” While some 
countries have voluntarily 
provided passenger name 
records from ocean and 
sea traffic and cruise ships, 
“a lack of appropriate 
regulation continues to 
represent a significant 
vulnerability,” the report 
said.

Feltman reiterated that 
although the Islamic State 
group’s income and the 
territory under its control 
are shrinking, it “still 
appears to have sufficient 
funds to continue fighting.” 
Moreover, he said, the group 
has expanded its attacks 
from Iraq and Syria to their 
neighbors.

Sparks fly as 
Vatican conference 
challenges China 
on organs

VATICAN CITY 
(AP) — Participants at 
a Vatican conference on 
organ trafficking challenged 
China on Tuesday to allow 
independent scrutiny to 
ensure it is no longer using 
organs from executed 
prisoners, saying Chinese 
assurances aren’t enough to 
prove the transplant program 
has been reformed.

Sparks flew in the 
afternoon session of the 
meeting as China’s former 

vice health minister, Dr. 
Huang Jiefu, sought to 
assure the international 
medical community that 
China was “mending its 
ways” after declaring an end 
to the prisoner harvesting 
program in 2015.

He provided scant data 
to rebut critics, however, 
showing only two slides 
indicating an increased 
number of living and 
deceased donors in recent 
years and China’s recent 
efforts to crack down on 
black market transplant 
activities.

Huang first publicly 
acknowledged the inmate 
harvesting organ program 
in 2005 and later said 
as many as 90 percent 
of Chinese transplant 
surgeries using organs from 
dead people came from 
executed prisoners. He has 
spearheaded a reform effort 
and pledged that China put 
an end to the program in 
2015. But doubts persist 
that China is meeting its 
pledge, given its lack of 

transparency, the severe 
shortage of organ donors 
and China’s longstanding 
black-market organ trade.

Huang’s colleague, 
Dr. Haibo Wang, stressed 
the sheer impossibility 
of trying to fully control 
China’s transplant activity 
since there are 1 million 
medical centers and 3 
million licensed doctors 
operating in the country. As 
a result, China proposed at 
the Vatican meeting that the 
World Health Organization 
form a global task force to 
help crack down on illicit 
organ trafficking.

Dr. Jacob Lavee, 
president of Israel’s 
transplant society, insisted 
in response that WHO be 
allowed to conduct surprise 
inspections and interview 
donor relatives in China.

“As long as there is 
no accountability for 
what took place ... there 
can be no guarantee for 
ethical reform,” he told 
the conference in a heated 
exchange.
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FIRST-CLASS SERVICE & LOCAL EXPERTISE.

ART KEGLER

PRINCIPAL BROKER, GRI

amwest@centurytel.net

2 Marine Dr., Suite #104,  BOARDMAN

541-481-2888 • 541-720-2020 CELL

 • Temporary Staffing Services • Recruiting
 • Human Resource Management

 • Risk Management • Payroll Administration 
 • Worker’s Comp Insurance

 1055 S. Hwy 395, Ste 333 • Hermiston, OR
 (541) 567-9670 • Fax (541) 567-4427

 WWW.BARRETTBUSINESS.COM

 251 NE Eldridge Drive, Boardman, OR 
 (541) 481-2666 • Fax (541) 481-2239

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON
This months luncheon will focus on Local Health Districts, Health Foundations, and our Local 
Health Clinic. We will also receive an update from Boardman Rural Fire District. 

Our catered luncheon will be held at Port of Morrow Riverfront Center on Wednesday, February 
15, 2017. 12-00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

 Offices also located in:
 • PENDLETON • CONDON • ELGIN • LA GRANDE • ENTERPRISE • ATHENA, WALLOWA • BAKER CITY 

 HEPPNER

 294 N. Main • PO Box 755
 Phone  541-676-9113

 Fax 541-276-7688

 HERMISTON

 455 E. Main St. • PO Box 1349
 Phone  541-567-8834

 Fax 541-276-7688

 IONE

 245 NW Main, Suite 100 • PO Box 26
 Phone  541-422-7410

 Fax 541-276-7688

 Our experienced agents can analyze your insurance needs and select the 
 company or companies best suited to your individual situation.
 You'll get hometown service from your neighbors and friends.  

 Monday through Friday, or by appointment.     www.wheatlandins.com

 • Commercial • Farms & Crops • Agriculture • Ranch • Personal • Industrial
 • Worker's Compensation• Service Organizations • Health, Life & Financial Services

 Cabins ~ RV’s ~ Tents
 Fishing ~ ATV Trails

 Concessions
 R es erva tion L ine 541-9 8 9 -8 2 14

 W eb s ite: m orrow countypa rk s .org
 Em a il: m cpa rk s @ co.m orrow.or.us

 M orrow  C ounty 
 P ub lic W ork s  

 3 6 5 W . Hw y 74 • P O B ox
 L exington, OR   9 78 3 9
 541-9 8 9 -9 50 0  office

Columbia River Community
            Health Services

450 Tapone Spreep • Boardman
For your appoinpmenp, call 541-481-7212

Hours: Mon. 7:30am-7pm • Tues.-Fri. 7:30am-5pm
Hablamos Español

Some of our services include:
• Well Baby/ Child Exams • Childhood/ Adult Immunizations

• Sports Physicals • Men’s & Women’s Health Exams
• CDL Physicals • Flu Shots • Pre-employment Screenings

• Chronic Disease Management • Limited Access to Dental Care

Good Shepherd Community 
Health Foundation

Bob Green, Foundation Executive Director

Morrow County Health District
Rovert Houser, CEO

Columbia River Community 
Health Services

Mindy Binder, Interim CEO

Speakers for the luncheon are:

For further information or to rsvp for luncheon please contact the

Boardman Chamber of Commerce 

(541) 481-3014 or info@boardmanchamber.org 

Luncheon RSVP requested by Monday, February 13, 2017 for catering purposes

If you would like to help sponsor the 
Boardman Chamber page, published 
on the 2nd Wednesday of every month, 

call Audra Workman at 
541-564-4538.    

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 

COMMUNITY

AARP Will Provide FREE tax preperation help

Every Wednesday

Boardman Senior center

100 Tatone Street

Boardman, OR 97818

9:00 a.m. - 3.00 p.m.
Appointment Scheduling NOT available

Please be prepared to wait in the lobby until a preparer is available to assist you. 

2017 Frostbite 

Scholarship Golf Tournament
Willow Run Golf Course / Boardman Oregon

Saturday, April 1, 2017
78873 Toms Camp Rd Boardman OR

9:00 a.m. Tee off  / Shotgun start/Scramble format
Contact Boardman Chamber of Commerce for further information

(541) 481-3014 • info@boardmanchamber.org


