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Election boosts public engagement in politics in Oregon

SALEM (AP) — Since the divi-
sive November national elections,
Oregon lawmakers and a member
of its congressional delegation are
seeing unprecedented public partic-
ipation in the political process, and
they are hoping the engagement will
help solve a budget crisis.

“The level of public engagement
since the November election has
been astonishing to all of us,” said
House Speaker Tina Kotek, D-Port-
land. She said attendance at her
pre-legislative-session town halls
more than tripled this year.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden marveled

on social media at the crowds that
have come to his town halls. He
posted photos of a flood of more
than 1,500 people who filled all the
bleachers and spilled onto the floor
of a community college gymnasium
in Albany last weekend.

“Turnout in  Newport and
Tillamook was off the charts,” the
Democratic senator added.

To hear directly from the
public on the biggest issue facing
lawmakers this year — a $1.8 billion
budget shortfall — the Legisla-
ture’s committee that determines
state budget policy announced on

Monday it will host public hearings
throughout the state. The first one is
in a hearing room at the Oregon State
Capitol on Friday, from 5 to 7 p.m.
Those who live nearby will
have the opportunity to share their
thoughts about budget issues, said
Sen. Jackie Winters, R-Salem. “It is
an opportunity that we have not had
locally for a while,” Winters said.
Lawmakers must find ways to
increase revenue and cut spending to
make up for the shortfall, caused by
increased health care costs, the fiscal
impact of 2016 ballot measures, and
Oregon’s Public Employee Retire-

ment System unfunded liability.

“I feel like we have to bring it
back to the public, and say, ‘How
best to do this?” “ Kotek told Capitol
correspondents on Monday.

Gov. Kate Brown’s budget
proposal would, among other “very
difficult decisions,” raise taxes on
hospitals, insurance companies and
on tobacco and liquor sales; close
a loophole that allows many busi-
nesses to avoid corporate income
taxes; and deny customary funding
increases for public higher educa-
tion.

The public hearings could be

passionate as people make a case
on how the proposed $20.6 billion
for the 2017-19 biennium should be
spent.

“I am really looking forward to
hearing from Oregonians about how
they think we should prioritize,”
Kotek said. She said that, as an
example, some might want to ensure
money goes to covering drugs for
chronic diseases, while others want
to make sure no one loses health
insurance.

“Those are competing interests
when we’re trying to do a budget,”
Kotek said.
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New bill: Workers

School district bans
Confederate flag
after fight

NORTH BEND (AP) —
An Oregon school district
banned the Confederate
flag from school property
following a fight between
two girls, one of whom was
wearing a hat that included the
symbol.

North Bend Superintendent
Bill Yester says the punches
were thrown last week at the
high school campus. Neither
student has been disciplined
as of yet and there were no
serious injuries.

Yester contends the ban
doesn’t violate free expression
because schools have the
legal authority to provide
an environment free of
harassment, and district policy
allows principals to prohibit
clothing that distracts from the
educational process.

The World newspaper of
Coos Bay reports protesters
unhappy with the new policy
were outside North Bend
High on Monday, holding up
Confederate flags, a Gadsden
flag and the flag of the United
States.

Rumors that the school
district banned the American
flag were incorrect.

Live reports that Brown, who
ran on a platform of ethics
reform, has proposed creating
a records advocate but has
repeatedly wavered on who
should direct the new position.
On Monday, Brown’s counsel

is in talks to put the position
under the Secretary of State,
where the state archives are
housed.
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PORTLAND (AP) — Gov.
Kate Brown is open to housing
a public records advocate in
the Secretary of State’s office,
rather than under her control.

The Oregonian/Oregon-

filed at the request of Brown
would create a public records
advocate. The advocate would
serve as a mediator between
journalists, citizens and public
agencies.

Matasar said Monday in a
Legislative hearing that Brown

prepare to receive less state
funding than requested.
University president
Ed Ray told the Corvallis
Gazette-Times that a tuition
hike between 2 and 3 percent
would still mean an estimated
annual shortfall of $20 million

Bethany Baker/The Coos Bay World via AP
North Bend High School students Dallas Stockton, left, and Autumn Sisson display Amer-
ican and Confederate flags across the street from the school Monday, in North Bend.The
school district banned the Confederate flag from school property following a fight be-
tween two girls, one of whom was wearing a hat that included the Confederate symbol.

in operating expenses.

Lawmakers are expected
to pass a two-year budget this
summer.

State funding proposals are
roughly $90 million to $100
million less than the $765
million requested by the state’s
seven public universities.

Ray said the university
is unable to hold off on
setting tuition rates until after
lawmakers set a budget.

Administrators will likely
submit a tuition increase to the
university’s board of trustees
in March.

Ray said the university will
also need to find ways to trim
COsts.

can’t be barred from
smoking pot off-hours

SALEM (AP) — Employers in Oregon would be
prohibited from banning marijuana use by employees
during their days off under a bill introduced in the
Oregon Senate.

The bill is among several that cover marijuana,
whose recreational use was legalized in a statewide
ballot measure in 2014.

Bill No. 301 would make it unlawful for employers
to condition employment on “refraining from using
any substance that is lawful to use in Oregon.”

Measure 91 legalized recreational marijuana in
the state, but it did not affect existing employment
law.

The bill aims to amend a state law about use of
tobacco to include cannabis and any other substance
that is legal in the state. But if a collective bargaining
agreement prohibits off-duty use of such substances,
that rule would take precedence.

Some of the other pot-related bills in the Oregon
Senate and House would:

e Change the name of the Oregon Liquor
Control Commission, which regulates and licenses
recreational marijuana, to the Oregon Liquor and
Cannabis Commission

* Provide for the OLCC to regulate the consump-
tion and sale of marijuana items at temporary events

« Establish a task force that would identify
existing legal barriers to consuming cannabis in
social settings. The task force would, among other
duties, also identify opportunities for consumption
by residents and visitors of cannabis in social settings
and evaluate their economic potential.

* Waive fees for medical marijuana cards for
veterans who have serious disabilities incurred or
aggravated during military service

* Tax retail sales of marijuana seeds

* Establish an Oregon Cannabis Commission
to fulfill duties, functions and powers relating to
medical marijuana use, and removing those duties
from the Oregon Health Authority.
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arriving in the afternoon in central parts.

today; however, a little rain in the interior
mountains.
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



