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No need for additional taxes  
to clear snowy streets

I think the city of Pendleton is doing 
a commendable job of dealing with near 
record snowfall this winter. I, too, have 
fallen, twice in Pendleton and once at 
Wallowa Lake, so far. I have shoe chains 
that go on my boots. They work very well 
when applied. I finally have them at hand 
and don’t expect to be on my fanny again 
this winter.

I am not willing to pay more in taxes so I 
can go anywhere on bare sidewalks or streets 
when we experience an unusual snowfall. 
I commend merchants who do a great job 
of clearing their parking lots; competition 
dictates a lot of that attention.

As for congestion on the Southgate: The 
last time I drove the Southgate, which I do at 
least twice a day, I didn’t see anything that I 
would call congestion. There is rush-minute 
traffic when there are a few extra cars, but 
the addition of the blinking amber arrow left 
turn onto Tutuilla works very well. Good, 
affordable housing for Pendleton outweighs 
a few extra cars.

Just as you help your neighbor by 
shoveling your sidewalk and theirs, get snow 
tires or chains for your vehicle, use shoe 
chains, and be thankful for the traffic we do 

have. There is no need to raise the taxes for 
snow removal equipment.

Buck up. Be careful. It’s February; spring 
can’t be far off.

Tom Groat
Pendleton

Arts Council pleased to receive 
tourism excellence award

The board of directors of the Arts Council 
of Pendleton and the staff of the Pendleton 
Center for the Arts are both proud and 
humbled to receive this year’s Tourism 
Excellence Award from the Pendleton 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Being part of a thriving downtown cultural 
tourism community is a privilege, and we 
are continually amazed at the good work 
being done by so many artists, craftspeople, 
musicians, restaurateurs and other creative 
thinkers throughout the city. It makes it easy to 
toot the horn of the area attractions when they 
are so distinctive and of high quality. 

Seeing Pendleton through the eyes of the 
tourists we visit with every day makes us feel 
even prouder of where we live. We’re just 
pleased that we get to be a part of it.

Don Guenther, Arts Council board chair
Roberta Lavadour, executive director

Pendleton

Umatilla County has taken its 
economic development fund in a 
new direction, a welcome change 
after decades of under-the-radar and 
ineffective economic development 
that lacked a clear focus.

This year the county received 
about $300,000 of state lottery 
dollars to spend on economic 
development. And as the county 
pivots to a new way of dispersing 
it, oversight of the process and clear 
expectations about the results must 
be present. 

County commissioner Bill 
Elfering, who oversaw this year’s 
dispersement of about $215,000, told 
East Oregonian reporter Phil Wright 
last week that “we don’t want to 
fritter the money away.”

And darn right that should be 
the goal. The significant amount of 
money has the opportunity to make 
a real impact on the Umatilla County 
economy.

Because the county now lacks 
an economic development director, 
or a clear overarching plan for 
such development, it needs to be 
consistent with how the money is 
given out and what is expected in 
return.

Currently, Elfering heads up a 
committee that includes county 
planner Tamra Mabbott, county 
financial director Robert Pahl and 
Susan Bower, who contracts with the 
county to provide employee training 
and development. They make the call 
on how much money goes where.

Umatilla County used to chip 
in for every civic gathering from 
Battle Mountain to Mt. Emily that 
asked for a donation. Steak feeds 
and sock hops are important — they 
help make Umatilla County livable, 
and livability provides a fertile soil 
for economic development. But 
Elfering’s decision to cut back on 
cutting small checks and focus on the 
things that could have big long-term 

benefits is a good idea.
So where should we funnel the big 

bucks?
Marketing and advertising can be 

powerful tools for one-off events, 
of which Umatilla County has some 
sparkling ones. Often a little bit of 
seed money pays for itself, as visitors 
and tourists infuse money into the 
local economy. Commissioners 
should consider well-planned 
campaigns that will do just that. 
Cultural projects can also bring in 
visitors while enriching the lives 
of Umatilla County residents — a 
worthwhile use of funds if done well.

The county should also consider 
financing infrastructure upgrades, 
the kinds of things that make all 
future development easier and 
cheaper. That can pay for itself 
too, as development can send more 
money into tax coffers and create 
good-paying jobs. 

Saving up for big projects — like 
Elfering suggested — should be 
a longterm goal. When a golden 
opportunity comes along, it shouldn’t 
be financed by scraping together 
funds at the expense of the general 
fund.

But we shouldn’t get carried away.
As an editorial board, we’ve 

always been suspicious of expansive 
and over-promising government 
economic development programs. 
Our opinion is that much more 
often, it’s the private sector that 
leads development. The fact that the 
county is on a better path now than 
when it paid a full-time economic 
development director is proof of that.

But that doesn’t mean 
governments can’t have excellent 
customer service, be responsive 
to opportunities and be able to 
offer incentives for making big 
investments. 

In our opinion, that should be the 
guiding principles for the county’s 
lottery winnings.

Dollars must be 
put to good use

T
he Library of Congress’ main 
building is one of the most 
magnificent buildings in 

Washington, or in the country. It was 
built in a pivotal, tumultuous time. 
During the 23 years in the late 19th 
century that it took to design and 
build the structure, industrialization 
transformed America. More people 
immigrated to America than in the 
previous 250 years combined. 

The building articulates the 
central animating idea that held this 
bursting, turbulent country together. That 
idea is best encapsulated in the mural under 
the dome of the main reading room. A series 
of monumental figures are depicted, each 
representing a great civilization in human 
history and what that 
civilization contributed to 
the human story. 

It starts with a figure 
representing Egypt (written 
records) and then continues 
through Judea (religion), 
Greece (philosophy), Islam 
(physics), Italy (the fine 
arts), Germany (printing), 
Spain (discovery), England (literature), 
France (emancipation) and it culminates with 
America (science).

In that story, America is placed at the 
vanguard of the great human march of 
progress. America is the grateful inheritor 
of other people’s gifts. It has a spiritual 
connection to all people in all places, 
but also an exceptional role. America 
culminates history. It advances a way of life 
and a democratic model that will provide 
people everywhere with dignity. The things 
Americans do are not for themselves only, but 
for all mankind.

This historical story was America’s true 
myth. When we are children, and also when 
we are adults, we learn our deepest truths 
through myth.

Myths don’t make a point or propose an 
argument. They inhabit us deeply and explain 
to us who we are. They capture how our own 
lives are connected to the universal sacred 
realities. In myth, the physical stuff in front of 
us is also a manifestation of something eternal, 
and our lives are seen in the context of some 
illimitable horizon.

That American myth was embraced and 
lived out by everybody from Washington 
to Lincoln to Roosevelt to Reagan. It was 
wrestled with by John Winthrop and Walt 
Whitman. It gave America a mission in the 
world — to spread democracy and freedom. 
It gave us an attitude of welcome and 
graciousness, to embrace the huddled masses 
yearning to breathe free and to give them the 
scope by which to realize their powers.

But now the myth has been battered. It’s 
been bruised by an educational system that 
doesn’t teach civilizational history or real 
American history but instead a shapeless 
multiculturalism. It’s been bruised by 
an intellectual culture that can’t imagine 
providence. It’s been bruised by people on 

the left who are uncomfortable with 
patriotism and people on the right who 
are uncomfortable with the federal 
government that is necessary to lead 
our project.

The myth has been bruised, too, 
by the humiliations of Iraq and the 
financial crisis. By a cultural elite that 
ignored the plight of the working class 
and thus broke faith with the basic 
solidarity that binds a nation.

And so along come men like 
Donald Trump and Stephen Bannon 

with a countermyth. Their myth is an alien 
myth, frankly a Russian myth. It holds, as 
Russian reactionaries hold, that deep in the 
heartland are the pure folk who embody 
the pure soul of the country — who endure 

the suffering and make 
the bread. But the pure 
peasant soul is threatened. 
It is threatened by the 
cosmopolitan elites and by 
the corruption of foreign 
influence.

The true American myth 
is dynamic and universal 
— embracing strangers 

and seizing possibilities. The Russian myth 
that Trump and Bannon have injected into 
the national bloodstream is static and insular. 
It is about building walls, staying put. Their 
country is bound by its nostalgia, not its 
common future. 

The odd thing is that the Trump-Bannon 
myth is winning. The policies that emanate 
from it are surprisingly popular. The refugee 
ban has a lot of support. Closing off trade is 
popular. Building the wall is a winning issue.

The Trump and Bannon anschluss has 
exposed the hollowness of our patriotism. 
It has exposed how attenuated our vision of 
national greatness has become and how easy 
it was for Trump and Bannon to replace a 
youthful vision of American greatness with a 
reactionary, alien one.

We are in the midst of a great war of 
national identity. We thought we were in an 
ideological battle against radical Islam, but we 
are really fighting the national myths spread 
by Trump, Bannon, Putin, Le Pen and Farage.

We can argue about immigration and trade 
and foreign policy, but nothing will be right 
until we restore and revive the meaning of 
America. Are we still the purpose-driven 
experiment Lincoln described and Emma 
Lazarus wrote about: assigned by providence 
to spread democracy and prosperity; to 
welcome the stranger; to be brother and sister 
to the whole human race; and to look after one 
another because we are all important in this 
common project?

Or are we just another nation, hunkered 
down in a fearful world?

■
David Brooks became a New York Times 

Op-Ed columnist in 2003. He has been 
a senior editor at The Weekly Standard, 
a contributing editor at Newsweek and 
the Atlantic Monthly, and is currently a 
commentator on PBS.

A return to national greatness
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The Providence Journal (R.I.)

A free and fearless press is essential 
to preserving our liberties. This 
is especially true in the face of an 
increasingly powerful government, with 
unprecedented technology at its disposal 
for spying on and punishing its enemies.

The Founders knew that information 
and opinion are essential to freedom and 
justice, and placed the citizens’ right to a 
free press first in the list of amendments 
to the Constitution. Power under our 
system is vested in the people, who 
express their will through free elections. 
To make wise decisions, they must be 
informed — with hard facts, not just 
partisan spin. And to restrain tyranny, 
the press must report freely about 
government activities.

Thomas Jefferson famously 
observed: “The basis of our government 
being the opinion of the people, the very 
first object should be to keep that right; 
and were it left to me to decide whether 
we should have a government without 
newspapers, or newspapers without 
a government, I should not hesitate a 
moment to prefer the latter.”

It is deeply troubling, then, to see 
politicians increasingly brand journalists 
as opponents or the enemy, rather than 
as a vital part of the system.. Some 
even want to use the government’s 
prosecutorial or taxing powers to stifle 
dissent about matters of public policy.

Last week, Steve Bannon, an 
influential political aide to Donald 
Trump, unleashed a disgusting diatribe 
against many in the media. Bannon 
argued that members of America’s free 
press had called the election wrong and 
had slanted coverage against Trump.

“The media should be embarrassed 
and humiliated and keep its mouth shut 
and just listen for a while,” he told The 

New York Times in an interview. “I want 
you to quote this,” Bannon added. “The 
media here is the opposition party. They 
don’t understand this country. They still 
do not understand why Donald Trump is 
the president of the United States.”

In comments several days earlier, 
Trump said he was in a “running war” 
with the media and called journalists 
“among the most dishonest people on 
earth.”

Members of the media should strive 
to be fair to all sides, including Mr. 
Trump, in their reporting. But they must 
not be silent. They must report verified 
facts fearlessly so that citizens are fully 
informed, particularly when someone 
with no experience in politics and a 
fondness for authoritarian ideas assumes 
a powerful office.

Unfortunately, it has become a 
bipartisan sport for presidents to 
condemn anyone who challenges them. 
Early in President Obama’s term, his 
administration went after Fox News, 
whose prime-time lineup of conservative 
opinion hosts constantly berated him. 
Anita Dunn, the White House director 
of communications, vowed to treat the 
network “like an opponent.”

The political strategy of the Trump 
administration is obvious. Its noisy 
attacks on the press are designed to sow 
doubt in the minds of Americans about 
any reporting that might reflect poorly 
on the president or arouse opposition. To 
the extent the media fail to report fully 
and fairly about his administration, they 
will be playing into his hands.

The money and power going into 
partisan propaganda on all sides these 
days threaten to overwhelm the public’s 
ability to obtain accurate, verified facts. 
In these perilous times, our Founders’ 
vision seems wiser than ever: liberty 
cannot be sustained without free press.

Free press essential to liberty


