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Mysterious blue
light batfles locals

now plow drivers

Manuel (Swede)

Erickson and Barney
Thompson didn’t know
what to make of a strange
blue light bobbing above
Highway 204 over the Blue
Mountains in northeast
Oregon in January of 1955.
Turns out they weren’t
the only ones to report the
phenomenon.

The first reports of the
light came in mid-January
from Erickson and
Thompson, who were
plowing snow between
Weston and Elgin on
Highway 204. Erickson
said they saw a blue light
bobbing over the highway
and stopped the plow,
dimming the headlights. The
light seemed to be coming
toward the plow, but stopped
when they did. The light then
started moving up, down
and sideways, and after a
moment moved upward
and vanished over the trees
to their left with an audible
hum. The light reappeared
in the sky to the right of the
plow team, emitting a bluish
glow with the occasional
blue flash, then disappeared
again. Erickson and
Thompson said they came
within 500 yards of the light
before it vanished.

A week later, another
late-night snowplow driver,
Robert Backus, stopped
to check one of his chains
and noticed he was casting
a shadow. He looked up to
see the blue light bobbing
overhead, humming. Backus
got back in the plow and
started up again, and the
light followed him for a

short time before slowly
moving down a canyon
and disappearing. Others
reported similar sightings,
including two women who
saw a blue light flashing on
and off near McNary Dam.

Reporters for the La
Grande Observer returned to
the spot where Backus saw
the light on Jan. 27, but all
they saw was the morning
star shining with spectacular
brilliance and an eerie light.
Backus and others with the
reporters said the star was
nothing like the mysterious
blue light they saw.

Erickson thought maybe
the light was a helicopter,
but none were known to
be in the area. Backus, a
veteran of both the Army
and the Navy, said while the
movement was similar, the
hum was not.

Another man who saw
a similar phenomenon
15 years earlier while
hunting offered a possible
explanation. Charles
DeSpain of Riverside saw a
blue light on the south side
of Bridge Creek about 60
miles south of Pendleton and
wrote a letter about it to the
Atomic Energy Commission.
The AEC suggested the
light might be caused by a
“jack o’lantern glow” from
decomposing phosphorus
deposits, or a magnetic
phenomenon similar to the
aurora borealis.

|

Renee Struthers is the
Community Records Editor
for the East Oregonian. See
the complete collection of
Out of the Vault columns at
eovault.blogspot.com

Today is the 35th day of
2017. There are 330 days left
in the year.

Today’s
History:

On Feb. 4, 1789, clectors
chose George Washington to
be the first president of the
United States.

On this date:

In 1783, Britain’s King
George III proclaimed a
formal cessation of hostilities
in the American Revolu-
tionary War.

In 1861, delegates from
six southern states that had
recently seceded from the
Union met in Montgomery,
Alabama, to form the Confed-
erate States of America.

In 1932, New York
Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt
opened the Winter Olympic
Games at Lake Placid.

In 1941, the United
Service Organizations (USO)
came into existence.

Highlight in

In 1945, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt,
British  Prime  Minister

Winston Churchill and Soviet
leader Josef Stalin began a
wartime conference at Yalta.

In 1962, a rare conjunc-
tion of the sun, the moon,
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter and Saturn occurred.

In 1974, newspaper
heiress Patricia Hearst, 19,
was kidnapped in Berkeley,
California, by the radical
Symbionese Liberation
Army.

In 1977, eleven people
were killed when two
Chicago Transit Authority
trains collided on an elevated
track.

In 1983, pop singer-mu-
sician Karen Carpenter died
in Downey, California, at age
32.

In 1987, pianist Liberace
died at his Palm Springs,
California, home at age 67.

In 1997, a civil jury in
Santa Monica, California,
found O.J. Simpson liable
for the deaths of his ex-wife,
Nicole Brown Simpson, and
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her friend, Ronald Goldman.
In 2004, the Massachu-
setts high court declared that
gay couples were entitled to
nothing less than marriage,
and that Vermont-style civil
unions would not suffice.
The social  networking
website Facebook had its
beginnings as  Harvard
student Mark Zuckerberg
launched “Thefacebook.”

Today’s Birthdays:
Actor William Phipps is
95. Former Argentinian

President Isabel Peron is 86.
Actor Gary Conway is 81.
Movie director George A.
Romero is 77. Actor John
Schuck is 77. Rock musician
John Steel (The Animals) is
76. Singer Florence LaRue
(The Fifth Dimension) is
75. Former Vice President
Dan Quayle is 70. Rock
singer Alice Cooper is 69.
Actor Michael Beck is 68.
Actress Lisa Eichhorn is
65. Football Hall-of-Famer
Lawrence Taylor is 358.
Actress Pamelyn Ferdin is
58. Rock singer Tim Booth
is 57. Rock musician Henry
Bogdan is 56. Country singer
Clint Black is 55. Rock
musician  Noodles  (The
Offspring) is 54. Country
musician Dave Buchanan
(Yankee Grey) is 51. Actress
Gabrielle Anwar is 47. Actor
Rob Corddry is 46. Singer
David Garza is 46. Actor
Michael Goorjian is 46. TV
personality Nicolle Wallace
is 45. Olympic gold medal
boxer Oscar De La Hoya
is 44. Rock musician Rick
Burch (Jimmy Eat World) is
42. Singer Natalie Imbruglia
is 42. Rapper Cam’ron is 41.
Rock singer Gavin DeGraw
is 40. Actor Charlie Barnett
is 29. Olympic gold medal
gymnast-turned-singer Carly
Patterson is 29.

Thought for Today:
“Life is doubt, and faith
without doubt is nothing
but death.” — Miguel de
Unamuno, Spanish philoso-
pher (1864-1936).
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STATION

Sunday Morning

February 5, 2017
10 Am | 10:30 | 11 Am | 11:30

ADKFFX | 11 |Paid Hatched Road Super Bowl (N) [Skip and Shannon Kick-off Show (L) Pre-game Show (L)
b4 KPTV 3 |Fox News Sunday Good Day Oregon Road Super Bowl (N) [Skip and Shannon Kick-off Show (L) Pre-game Show (L)
Y GoKePR | 2 [Paid |Measure CBS Sunday Morning (N) FaceNat. [PBR Bull Riding NCAA Basketball Indiana at Wisconsin (L)
[*1 KOIN 19 [KOIN Local 6 at 6 CBS Sunday Morning (N) FaceNat. [PBR Bull Riding NCAA Basketball Indiana at Wisconsin (L)
(25KNDU | 6 [Sunday Today (N) Wake Up |Champ (N) [Meet the Press (N) NHL Hockey Los Angeles Kings at Washington Capitals (L)
= KGW 8 |KGW News at Sunrise Meet the Press (N) NHL Hockey Los Angeles Kings at Washington Capitals (L)
I®] @2 kvew| 4 [Family A. |Matter GMA/Sunday This Week GoodNews|Homeown. |LatiNation |Count NBA Basketball (L)
=4 KATU 5 |GMA/Sunday KATU News This Morning Your Voice|Measure |Paid Count NBA Basketball (L)
P GOKTNW Sid Jet Go! Sesame St.[W.World [SplashB. [C.George |Antiques Roadshow |[Inside Olympia XConnect |The Impact|
(4 59)0PB | 13 |Peg + Cat |T.Edison |Mr. Rogers|Arthur Thomas |Bob Build |Steves' |Travels Nature Nova

AFTERNOON

STATION 12 pem | 12:30
[3 GOKFFX | 11 [Super Bowl Pre-game Show (L) NFL Football Super Bowl LI New England vs Atlanta (L)
KPTV 3 [Super Bowl Pre-game Show (L) NFL Football Super Bowl LI New England vs Atlanta (L)
I”Y GoKEePR | 2 [PGA Golf Phoenix Site: TPC Scottsdale -- Scottsdale, Ariz. (L) Paid Inside Ed. [OpenRoad |Paid Judge Judy|Judge Judy
(%2 KoIN 19 |PGA Golf Phoenix Site: TPC Scottsdale -- Scottsdale, Ariz. (L) Tapping In Paid Insider FaceNat. |News
I®] 25 KkNDU| 6 |USSA Snowboarding | USSA Freestyle Skiing [Dog Challenge Paid |Paid Paid Paid CSI: Miami
E KGW 8 |USSA Snowboarding |USSA Freestyle Skiing |Dog Challenge To Be Announced Getaways |Inside Ed. |KGW News|KGW News
I®] @2 kvew| 4 [NBA Basketball L.A. C./Bos. (L) SkiSnow. |Paid Cycling  [Military Makeover McCarver [Together |Middle News
=4 KATU 5 |NBA Basketball L.A. C./Bos. (L) Paid Paid Wild Am. |[Paid |Measure This Week News News
] GDKTNW Religion |ToCont (N) [Foreign (N){Music Dancing on the Edge |Call the Midwife Nature Wealth (N) [Newshour.
Y 59)0PB | 13 |Great Performances |Live From Lincoln Center |TngIWd FocusEu. |Re|igion ToCont (N) |BBC News |CharlieR  |Newshour.

EVENING

STATION

‘ STATION

A&E

52

Hoarders "Linda and
Kerry"

Hoarders "Leza and
Linda"

Hoarders "Sandra"

NFL Football Super Super 24: Legacy "12:00 News First [Modern  |Mike &  [FOX News |Person of Interest Friends
11 Bowl LI New England  |Bowl Post- [Noon -1:00 PM" (P) (N) |at 10 Fam "Phil's|Molly First at "Endgame”
KFFX Patriots vs. Atlanta game Sexy, Sexy Ten
Falcons (L) Show (L) House"
KPTV 3 NFL Football Super Super 24: Legacy "12:00 Fox 12 News Special [The 10 O'Clock News Sports In Depth
Bowl LI N.E./Atl. (L) Bowl (L) [Noon-1:00 PM" (P) (N) Simpsons Final
CBS Action 60 Minutes NCIS "Shell Game" NCIS: New Orleans NCIS: Los Angeles Action Full
2 Weekend |News at " Aftershocks" "Angels and Daemons" |News at  |Measure
KEPR News 6:30 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
KOIN 19 KOIN Local{Weekend |60 Minutes NCIS "Shell Game" NCIS: New Orleans  [NCIS: Los Angeles KOIN6  [:35 Game
6at6 News " Aftershocks" "Angels and Daemons" [News/ 11 |On
Local Jeopardy! |% %% Safe Haven (2013, Drama) David Lyons, |% Ride Along (2014, Action/Comedy) Kevin Local Paid
@25 6 News Josh Duhamel, Julianne Hough. A young woman [Hart, John Leguizamo, Ice Cube. A detective News Program
KNDU bonds with a widower who helps her confront  [brings his sister's boyfriend on a 24-hour patrol
her dark secrets. designed to scare him.
KGW 8 NBC News [Straight  [% %% Safe Haven (2013, Drama) David Lyons, |% Ride Along (2014, Action/Comedy) Kevin KGW News|:35 Sports
Talk Josh Duhamel, Julianne Hough. Hart, John Leguizamo, Ice Cube. at 11 Sunday
Paid The Insider|America’s Funniest ~ |America's Funniest ~ |Shark Tank Shark Tank Castle "Much Ado
4 Program |Weekend |[Home Videos Home Videos About Murder"
KVEW
KATU 5 KATU News at 6 America's Funniest ~ |America's Funniest  |Shark Tank Shark Tank KATU :35 Castle
Home Videos Home Videos News
Doc Martin Red Green |Born to Mercy Street "One Masterp. "Victoria: An |Secrets of the Six Front and Center
| KTNW "Remember Me" Show Explore Equal Temper" (N) Ordinary Woman" (N)  |Wives (N) "Steve Vai" (N)
13 Oregon Art{Oregon  |Masterpiece Mystery! |Mercy Street "One Masterp. "Victoria: An |Secrets of the Six Tales From the Royal
Beat Guide "Grantchester" Equal Temper" (N) Ordinary Woman" (N)  |Wives (N) Bedchamber

| 8pm | 8:30 | 9pm | 9:30 | 10pm | 10:30 | 11 pm | 11:30

Hoarders "Shannon :05 The First 48

AMC 60 '[he Walking De“ad '[he WaIking“Dead 'II:he Wallll(ing Dead Walking Dead "Preltlty '[he WaIkirlllg Dead '[he_ Walking I?ead
Cherokee Rose Chupacabra Secrets Much Dead Already Nebraska Triggerfinger
ANPL 24 |Puppy Bowl XIlI "Super Pups" (N) Puppy Bowl XIIl "Texas-Sized Cuteness" (N) Puppy Bowl XIIl "Team Ruff vs Team Fluff"
cMT 43 % %% Notting Hill ('99, Rom) Hugh Grant. % %% Overboard ('87, Com) Kurt Russell, Goldie Hawn. |Cops Cops Cops
CNBC 72 (Under Boss "Donatos" |Undercover Boss Boss "Gigi's Cupcakes" |American Greed: Scam |American Greed: Scam |Paid Paid
CNN 68 |Death Row Stories Death Row Stories Death Row Stories Death Row Stories DeathRow "Killer Cop" |CNN Newsroom
DISC 51 |Alaskan Bush People (Bush "Bear With Us"  |Alaskan Bush People: Off the Grid "The Browns vs. the Wild" (N) Bush "Breaking Free"
DISN 26 |Liv Maddie|Liv Maddie|Stuck in the Middle  [Underc. |Bizaard. |% Bad Hair Day Laura Marano. |:40 Underc. |:10 Bizaard. |:35 Bizaard.
ESPN 33 30 fo[ 30 "Phi Slama  |SportsCen-|NFL PrimeTime (L) SportsCenter SportsCenter NFL
Jama ter Special PrimeTime
ESPN2 34 |Rugby Americas Championship Outside the Lines (N) |Profile ESPN FC (N) 30 for 30 "Free Spirits" |[NBA Basketball
FNC 66 |Fox News Sunday FOX Report Sunday  |Watters World Fox News Sunday FOX Report Sunday  |Fox News Sunday
FOOD 61 [WorstCooks W.Cooks "All Aboard!" |WorstCooks WorstCooks WorstCooks (N) Guy's Game (N)
FREE 32 |% %% %% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 % %% Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 2 Daniel Radcliffe.
FX 65 |% %% Madagascar 3: Europe's Most Wanted |% Penguins of Madagascar Tom McGrath. % Penguins of Madagascar Tom McGrath.
GOLF 88 [PGA Golf Phoenix Open Golf Cent. |PGA Golf Phoenix Open Site: TPC Scottsdale -- Scottsdale, Ariz.
GSN 76 [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud [Fam. Feud |Fam. Feud [Baggage [Baggage |[Divided [Divided [Newlywed [Newlywed
) HALL 87 |KittenBowl|Kitten Bowl IV: Playoff Games Kitten Bowl IV % Love on the Sidelines ('16, Com) Emily Kinny. |G. Girls  |G. Girls
HGTV 62 |FlipFlop  |FlipFlop [FlipFlop [FlipFlop [Bargain [Bargain [Caribbean [Caribbean [Island Life [Island Life [H.Hunt  [House
HIST 50 American Pickers “”For A_meric?n Pickers "The |American "Pickers "The {I\mericlan Pickerﬁ 105 American I:ickers 05 Americarlll Pickers
a Few Dollars More Big Bet Maineiacs Jersey's Jackpot Tick Tock Pick FromAtoT
LIFE 29 |% Petals on the Wind |% If There Be Thorns Heather Graham. % Seeds of Yesterday ('15, Dra) James Maslow. (% If There Be Thorns
NICK 27 |% ** Scooby-Doo (02, Fam) Freddie Prinze Jr. [Thunder [Nicky Full House [Full House [Full House [Full House [Friends  [Friends
ROOT 37 Ship Shape|NCAA Basketball Seattle Pacific vs. Western Champions Tennis Classics 2016 Champions  |WPT Poker Bay 101 WPT Poker
TV (N) Oregon University Challenge -- Portland, Ore. Shooting Star
SPIKE 2 Cops Cops ‘:IFort Cops gops . Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops
Worth Texas
SYFY 67 |% Mission: Impossib... % %% Mega Shark vs. Kolossus % Lake Placid vs. Anaconda Robert Englund.  |% Sharktopus vs. W...
8BS 59 % %k Shrek (200_1, Ani_mated) Voices of Eddie | % *kk Shrek 2 (2004, A_nimatt_ed) Voices of F dokk Shrek the Third (2007,_Animated)
Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers. Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Mike Myers.
Tcm 56 % **%* Casablanca |¥ **** Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1958, Drama)|:15 ¥ *** Citizen Kane The investigation of a tycoon's 'i-.CoaII
Humphrey Bogart. Paul Newman, Burl Ives, Elizabeth Taylor. dying words reveals conflicting stories about his life. Miner's ...
TLC 49 |Yes Dress |Yes Dress |Yes Dress |Sister Wives "Maddie's Wedding Story" Brother Husbands (N) |Married Mom Dad (N)
TNT 57 % * Madea Goes to Jail ('09, Com) Tyler Perry. |%¥ Madea's Big Happy Family Tyler Perry. % % Madea Goes to Jail ('09, Com) Tyler Perry.
UNI 21 |Durmiendo|Noticiero [Sal y pimienta Su Nombre Era Dolores Aqui y Ahora Durmiendo|Noticiero
USA 58 |Law & Order: S.V.U. |SVU "Perverted Justice"|Law & Order: S.V.U. [Law & Order: S.V.U. |Law & Order: S.V.U. |Modern |Modern
WE 118[CSI "Money Plane" CSI "Game Over" CSI "Sex and Taxes"  |CSI "Killer Date" CSI: Miami "Recoil”  |CSI "Vengeance"
WGN Mother |Mother Mother  [Mother  |Bones Bones P. Interest "C.0.D." |Interest "Shadow Box"
STZ ENC [644(% %% Fools Rush In :35 ¥ % Superstar % %% A Night at the Roxbury |:25 % You Don't Mess With the...
HBO 518|% %% Men in Black Il |:05 ¥ The Huntsman: Winter's War The Young Pope (N)  [The Young Pope % %% Crimson Peak
=4 HBO2 520 (% Children of Men Bill Maher |The Young Pope % %% Point Break ('91, Dra) Patrick Swayze.  |:55 % %% Baby Mama
— HBO3 521|% My Big Fat Greek... |:20 % My Big Fat Greek Wedding 2 % %% Joy ('15, Com/Dra) Jennifer Lawrence. |:15 % Bridget Jones: ...
4 max 549 [Movie |fx’- ** The Simpsons Movie Movie /:05 ¥ % The Score (2001, Thriller) Edward Norton, Marlon Brando, Robert De Niro.
Bl sHow  |578|% *x The Hurt Locker Jeremy Renner. Homeland "Fair Game" |Homeland Homeland TRUMPED: Upset
STARZ  |621|% %% Fight Club ('99, Psy) Brad Pitt. Black Sails "XXIX" Black Sails "XXX" (N) |Black Sails "XXX" Black Sails "XXX"
NIGHT OWL
| STATION 12 Am | 12:30
(ADKFFX | 11 [Modern |2 Broke G. [CR TV CRTV
KPTV 3 [McCarver |Queens [Raising |J. Impe 2 Broke G. |2 Broke G. |Great Sports Legends |Minute News Good Day Oregon at 5
"] I9KEPR | 2 |FaceNat. [News WhatWent [NameG. |CBS Overnight News News News |News
("2 KOIN 19 |RawTrav. |:35 House |[:05Paid  |:35 Insider [:05 CBS Overnight News News News KOIN 6 News at 5 a.m.
[®] 25 kNDU | 6 |Fam. Feud [Vanimpe |[Blue Bloods Dateline NBC Meet the Press News Wake Up Northwest
= KGW 8 |Paid Paid Scandal Dateline NBC Meet the Press News KGW News|KGW News at Sunrise
I®) @2KkvEw| 4 [Rizzoli & Isles Mary Taxi ABC World News Now News Northwest |Northwest
=4 KATU 5 [Castle |:35 D. Fusco [Measure |:35 Paid  [:05 ABC World News Now |News News KATU News Morning
] GDKTNW Mercy Street Masterpiece Classic  |Secrets Six Wives |Live From Lincoln Center Vicious Finding Your Roots
(4 59)0PB | 13 |Globe Trekker APlace  [:45 Place Call Home [Masterpiece Mystery! [Doctor Blake Hollyldols [Insight  [BBC News




