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Today is the 21st day of
2017. There are 344 days

left in the year.
Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 21, 1942, pinball
machines were banned in
New York City by Mayor
Fiorello La Guardia after
a court ruled they were
gambling devices that relied
on chance rather than skill
(the ban was lifted in 1976).

On this date:

In 1793, during the
French Revolution, King
Louis XVI, condemned for
treason, was executed on the
guillotine.

In 1861, Jefferson Davis
of Mississippi and four other
Southerners whose states
had seceded from the Union

resigned from the U.S.
Senate.
In 1908, New York City’s

Board of Aldermen passed
an ordinance prohibiting
women from smoking in
public establishments (the
measure was vetoed by
Mayor George B. McClellan
Jr., but not before one
woman, Katie Mulcahey,
was jailed overnight for
refusing to pay a fine).

In 1915, the first Kiwanis
Club, dedicated to commu-
nity service, was founded in
Detroit.

In 1924, Russian revolu-
tionary Vladimir Lenin died
at age 53.

In 1937, Count Basie
and his band recorded “One
O’Clock Jump” for Decca
Records (on this date in
1942, they re-recorded the
song for Okeh Records).

In 1954, the first atomic
submarine, the USS
Nautilus, was launched
at  Groton, Connecticut
(however, the Nautilus did
not make its first nucle-
ar-powered run until nearly
a year later).

In 1968, the Battle of
Khe Sanh began during the
Vietnam War. An American
B-52 bomber carrying four
hydrogen bombs crashed
in Greenland, killing one
crew member and scattering
radioactive material.

In 1977, on his first full
day in office, President
Jimmy Carter pardoned
almost all Vietnam War draft
evaders.

In 1982, convict-
turned-author Jack Henry
Abbott was found guilty in
New York of first-degree
manslaughter in the stabbing
death of waiter Richard
Adan in 1981. (Abbott was
later sentenced to 15 years to
life in prison; he committed
suicide in 2002.)

In 1997, Speaker Newt
Gingrich was reprimanded
and fined as the House voted
for the first time in history
to discipline its leader for
ethical misconduct.

In 2010, a bitterly divided
U.S. Supreme Court, in
Citizens United v. Federal
Election Commission,
vastly increased the power
of big business and labor
unions to influence govern-
ment decisions by freeing
them to spend their millions
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directly to sway elections for
president and Congress.

Ten years ago: Venezu-
elan President Hugo Chavez
told U.S. officials to “Go to
hell, gringos!” and called
Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice “missy” on his
weekly radio and TV show,
lashing out at Washington for
what he called unacceptable
meddling in his country’s
affairs. Lovie Smith became
the first black head coach to
make it to the Super Bowl
when his Chicago Bears
won the NFC championship,
beating the New Orleans
Saints 39-14; Tony Dungy
became the second when
his Indianapolis Colts took
the AFC title over the New
England Patriots, 38-34.

Five years ago: Former
House Speaker Newt Ging-
rich scored an upset win in
the South Carolina Repub-
lican presidential primary,
dealing a sharp setback to
Mitt Romney. Hundreds of
angry Libyans stormed the
transitional ~ government’s
headquarters in the eastern
city of Benghazi.

Today’s Birthdays:
Actress Ann  Wedgeworth
is 83. World Golf Hall of
Famer Jack Nicklaus is 77.
Opera singer-conductor
Placido Domingo is 76.
Singer Mac Davis is 75.
Actress Jill Eikenberry is
70. Country musician Jim
Ibbotson is 70. Singer-song-
writer Billy Ocean is 67.
Former U.S. Ambassador
to China Gary Locke is
67. Former U.S. Attorney
General Eric Holder is 66.
Microsoft co-founder Paul
Allen is 64. Actor-director
Robby Benson is 6l.
Actress Geena Davis is 61.
Basketball Hall of Famer
Hakeem Olajuwon is 54.
Actress Charlotte Ross is
49. Actor John Ducey is 48.
Actress Karina Lombard is
48. Rapper Levirt (B-Rock
and the Bizz) is 47. Rock
musician Mark Trojanowski
(Sister Hazel) is 47. Rock
singer-songwriter Cat
Power is 45. Rock DJ Chris
Kilmore (Incubus) is 44.
Actor Vincent Laresca is 43.
Singer Emma Bunton (Spice
Girls) is 41. Actor Jerry
Trainor is 40. Country singer
Phil Stacey is 39. Rhythm-
and-blues singer Nokio (Dru
Hill) is 38. Actress Izabella
Miko is 36.

Thought for Today: “It
is the nature of all greatness
not to be exact.” — Edmund
Burke, British statesman
(1729-1797).
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parents moved up the street
from us when we were both 2.
I don’t remember much when
we were younger, but everyone
says we had some good times.
We are now 15 and in our
first year of high school. My
problem is, Kathy has changed.
She started going to the same
school I did in eighth grade after
having some problems with
bullying. The new school didn’t help
much. She started hanging out with
people who weren’t good influences,
and her attitude started changing.
Then we started high school, and
now she acts like she’s above me. I'm
a polite, quiet and religious person.
Kathy swears a lot and doesn’t treat me
like a friend anymore. Our families are
close, and I feel stuck. If our situations
were different, I would have never
ended up being friends with her. What
should I do? — Some Good Times
Dear Some Good Times: Tell your
parents how you feel about Kathy
and why. Friendships don’t always

JEANNE
PHILLIPS
Advice

last forever. As time goes by,

sometimes people grow apart.

If Kathy is unkind to you,
you shouldn’t be forced to
be around her. Because your
parents and hers are close, they
can socialize as adults, with no
offspring involved.

Dear Abby:

lacks sympathy. When people
die, he has the attitude of, “Oh

My husband

well, people die.” I thought he
would change once someone

close to him died, but his father died a
few months ago, and although he shed
some tears, he refused to eulogize him
at the funeral and is back to his old
attitude. His mother is the same way.
Recently, my grown son phoned
me in the middle of the night to let
me know that his best friend’s dad had
died. He was very upset and needed to
talk. My husband was annoyed that he
woke us about someone we didn’t even
know, and went on to say how ridicu-
lous it was that my son was so upset. |
told him that, as a mom, I will talk my
son through any problem, whether he
agrees with it or not. He just grumbled

Girls’ friendship changes as toddlers become teens

Dear Abby: I have known
“Kathy” for 13 years. Her

and went back to sleep.

This is still bothering me. I wonder

how my husband will act toward my
children if I die first. I worry that he
will say “suck it up and stop crying”
when they need him the most. I don’t
think this is worth ending a 30-year
marriage over, but it makes me angry
that he is so unsympathetic. Any ideas
on how I should handle this? — Full
Of Feeling In Arizona

Dear Full: Yes. Outlive him.
Dear Abby: I have been a longtime

Dear Aimee:

January 23, 2017
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reader and recently I have been reading
the archives and find it funny that most
requests for advice are relevant even in
this day and age. My question is, now
that we have caller ID and cellphones,
do you still say “hello” when you
answer a call? The greeting seems false
since you know exactly who is calling
you. — Aimee In San Antonio

The customary

greeting is still to say hello. However,
because we now have caller ID, which
gives us the advantage of knowing
who the caller is, many people answer
their phones by addressing the person
by name (i.e., “Hello, Aimee!”).
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