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Explosives considered to
clear ice from Snake River

By GORDON R. FRIEDMAN
The Oregonian

Officials in  Malheur
County are asking the
National Guard to consider
using explosives to blast away
a mile-long ice floe blocking
parts of the Snake River,
according to an emergency
proclamation obtained by 7he
Oregonian.

That kind of operation
has never been done by the
Oregon  National ~ Guard
before, said Cory Grogan,
spokesman for the state Office
of Emergency Management.

“It’s like anything else
— it needs to be analyzed
and discussed,” Grogan said.
“We’re coordinating with the
Army Corps of Engineers to
see if that’s even a possibility.”

County  officials  on
Wednesday asked Gov. Kate
Brown to declare a state of
emergency for the area, citing
dangerous levels of snow and
ice and dwindling survival
supplies. That’s when they
made their request for explo-
sives.

Bryan  Hockaday, a
spokesman for the governor,
said Brown has been briefed
on the situation in Malheur
County and is directing her
staff and state emergency
management  officials  to
“evaluate the recommen-
dations of local emergency

managers.” Brown declared
a state of emergency
Wednesday afternoon.

Though it may be amusing
to think of blowing up a mile-
long block of ice, the danger
it poses is no laughing matter.

Sen. Ted Ferrioli, R-John
Day, whose legislative district
covers Malheur County, said
the area may never have
seen such horrendous winter
conditions.

More than 30 onion sheds,
a Malheur County Fair-
grounds building and seven

Photo by LeslieThompson/Independent-Enterprise
Ice flows freely in the Snake River on Monday afternoon. The river breached a bank
north of Payette along River Road.

commercial buildings have
collapsed from ice, according
to the county’s emergency
declaration.

Looming ice jams pose
a serious flood risk on the
Snake River, Payette River
and Malheur River. When the
eventual melt arrives, some
residents near the riverbanks
may need to evacuate to avoid
floodwaters. Residents along
the Snake River — including
in  neighboring  Payette
County, Idaho — have been
given an evacuation notice.

“If we get a flood event
we’re in real trouble,” said
Rep. Cliff Bentz, R-Ontario.
“This is not a joke. This is
bad.”

Ice melt and snow shovels
are all but unavailable as
retailers are sold out. Inmates
are being used to fill sandbags
at one county subdivision.

The unusually bad cold
snap is expected to continue in
Eastern Oregon. Temperatures
are forecast to stay below 20
degrees and snow is likely to
hit the area next week.

Obama expands
Cascade-Siskiyou

National Monument

ASHLAND (AP) —
President Barack Obama has
expanded the Cascade-Sis-
kiyou National Monument
in southwestern Oregon to
protect its rich biodiversity.

The expansion
announced Thursday adds
about 48,000 acres to a
landscape of rich forests,
grasslands and shrubs
that was established as
a monument in 2000. It
includes about 5,000 acres
in northern California.

Obama said in his proc-

BRIEFLY

lamation that the expansion
will create a landscape that
will connect vital habitat,
protect the watershed

and preserve the area’s
extraordinary biodiversity.
The monument, originally
65,000 acres, is home to rare
plant and animal species.

Conservation groups
and Oregon’s Democratic
U.S. senators praised the
decision.

Oregon Public Broad-
casting says detractors have
expressed concern that a
larger monument would
hurt the region’s economy
with limits on logging
and grazing. The Oregon
Cattleman’s Association said

in a news release that the
decision will have a rippling
effect on ranchers, farmers
and outdoor enthusiasts.

Clatsop County
withdraws from

County Board of Commis-
sioners voted Wednesday to
withdraw from the suit.

The lawsuit alleges
the state failed to meet an
agreement to maximize
timber profits.

Clatsop County’s forest-
land represented 23 percent of

timber lawsuit the land cited in the lawsuit.
ASTORIA (AP) The counties rely on

— Oregon’s Clatsop logging money from harvests

County has dropped out on state lands and say they

of a class-action lawsuit
involving more than a dozen
counties seeking $1.4 billion
from the state over logging
harvests on state-managed
lands.

The Daily Astorian
reported that the Clatsop

are owed $1.4 billion.

In voting to leave the
lawsuit, commissioners cited
concerns from residents that
the state would raise taxes if
it lost the legal battle to pay
counties the timber revenue
they say they lost.

Officials decline
Crook County snow
emergency request

BEND (AP) — Oregon
officials have rejected
Crook County’s request for
money and manpower to
help dig out its snowed-in
rural neighborhoods.

The state concluded
Wednesday that the county
hadn’t used all of its
resources, reported The
Bulletin.  Officials  did,
however, offer assistance
from the Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation for
an estimated $55 per hour,
plus equipment costs.

The county declined that
offer, said Crook County
Judge Seth Crawford. It
had been hoping for state
financial assistance and
National Guard equipment.

Crawford discussed
the county’s emergency
request with representa-
tives of Gov. Kate Brown’s
office  on  Wednesday
morning.

“They were under-
standing of the situation
and respected the county’s
decision to declare an
emergency,” said Craw-
ford, “but due to the state’s
limited resources they
were unable to provide the
county with services before
Friday, and even then they
would charge us.”

He said it’s been
arranged for a private
company to plow the

private rural roads that the
county doesn’t maintain on

Thursday.
Office of Emergency
Management  spokesman

Cory Grogan said the state
is trying to be responsible
with taxpayers’ money and
the county still had local
options it could turn to.

“It was determined
that their resources hadn’t
been exhausted enough,”
Grogan said.

Oregon bans weapons
in state workplaces

SALEM (AP)—Oregon
officials  banned state
employees from carrying
weapons in the workplace
unless they’re needed for
their jobs, causing conster-
nation Thursday among
Republican leaders in the
Legislature.

The Oregon Depart-
ment of Administrative
Services said it imposed
the ban, which became
effective on Jan. 6, in
hopes of “providing a safe
and secure environment for
employees and visitors.”

Banned are firearms,

in southern Africa, and are
probably unknown to most

Oregonians.

House Republican
leader said Thursday the
order was tantamount
to limiting employees’

right to self-defense. In a
statement, McLane said
he would ask Gov. Kate
Brown where the authority
for the new rules comes
from.

Senate Republican
Leader Ted Ferrioli said the
Brown administration “has
no business confiscating
self-defense rights from

daggers, slingshots, and public servants, volunteers
a host of other speci- and others, who have
fied weapons. Oddly, committed themselves to
even knobkerries were serving our state.”
mentioned.  Knobkerries The order does not
are clubs used by indige- appear to apply to
nous people like the Zulus  lawmakers.
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