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People are invited to honor
the life and dreams of Martin
Luther King Jr. during a
Hermiston event.

Coordinated by the Black
International Awareness
Club, the program includes
a community walk, special
speakers and music.

John Carbage, president of
the Hermiston group, said it’s
important to bring awareness
to King’s accomplishments
and the work that he began
years ago. In addition,
Virginia Rome-Garcia said in
today’s political climate, it’s
crucial now, more than ever,
for people to unite together in
solidarity.

“It’s a very important
time that we need to build a
positive community,”  said
Rome-Garcia, who serves on
the club’s board of directors.
“We need to make a difference
in our community by being
involved.”

HERMISTON
Event celebrates visions of Martin Luther ng Jr.

Pendleton plans musical celebration

Plans are underway for a special tribute to the civil
rights activist in Pendleton. However, due to inclement
weather, organizers have had several cancellations.

Described like “a soundtrack of the civil rights move-
ment,” last year’s event featured more than a dozen musi-
cians, who performed freedom songs written around the
time of Martin Luther King Jr.’s death. After being held at
several locations over the years, the 2016 event drew about
150 at Great Pacific Wine & Coffee Co.

Sponsored by the Pendleton Interfaith MLK Day
Committee, A Musical Celebration for Martin Luther King
Jr. will again be held at Great Pacific.

WHEN: Monday, Jan. 16, 6-8 p.m.
WHERE: 403 S. Main St., Pendleton

experiences while growing
up, Rome-Garcia said Chaney
encourages a positive and
nurturing environment.

“With his poems, he brings
people together,” she said.
“He’s a very phenomenal
speaker.”

The  ceremony  also
includes prayers by Rewv.
Robert Edie of Greater Faith
Baptist Church and Rev.
Albert Wilkins of Morning

second Saturday of each
month at 2 p.m. at Starbucks,
1235 N. First St., Hermiston.
People of all races and cultures
are invited to attend.

For more information
about the event or club meet-

ings, call Carbage at 541-701-
7073 or Rome-Garcia at

541-720-6895.

in Hermiston and Pendleton.
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People participate in Peace Walk as part of the 2016 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
celebration in Hermiston. Events to honor the civil rights activist are planned Monday

January 12, 2017
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