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Transformation in Hermiston

Hermiston Area Regional Transit route

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
EO Media Group
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surrounding cities including Source: City of Hermiston Center EOTEC 1is the result
Stanfield, Umatilla and Alan Kenagal W. Geftman Road of an intergovernmental
Pendleton. E.O. Media Group agreement between the city

The service is free — and the county, and has a

because the service is funded
by a grant from the Federal

Hermiston HART bus stops®

board of directors, including
employees from the city,

Transit Administration and ~ -ocation AM. P.M. Location AM. P.M. county and local businesses,
because the tribe concluded 1. Hermiston Plaza 9:10,10:40  1:10,2:45  18. Walmart (South side of building) 9:50,11:20  1:50, 3:25 as well as representatives
it would not be able to get 2. S.W. Seventh Street and W. Moore Ave.  9:14,10:44  1:14,2:49  19. Fiesta Foods (South front of building) 9:53,11:28 153, 3:28 from the fair.
the number of customers 3. S.W.Ninth Street and W. Johns Ave. 9:16,10:46  1:16,2:;51  20. N.E. Sixth Street and E. Montana Ave. 9:57, 1127 1:57,3:32 The benefits of moving
necessary to make charging 4. SW. 11th Street and W. Joseph Ave. 9:17,10:47 1:17,2:52  21. N.E. Aspen Drive (The Aspens) 959,129 1:59,3:34  the fair — and other events
for the service cost-effective. 5 gw 11th Streetand W. Division Ave. ~ 9:19,1049  1:19,2:54  22. N.E. Fourth Street and E. Dogwood Ave.  10:01, 11:31  2:01,3:36 ~ — (0 the BOTEC facility
cutslgn¥8uyé?11;e glrgnfil,fess’aig 6. NW. ffth Street and W. Ridgeway Ave. ~ 9:21, 1051 121,256 23. NE. Fourth Street and Catherine Ave. 1002, 11:32 202,3:37 WefFTlfll:ny’ Smltﬁlfia:géroun d
Byron Smith, Hermiston city 7. N.W. Bu.tte Drive and W. leigeway Ave.  9:23,10:53 1:23,2:58  24. N.E. Fpurth Street and Gl'aldys Ave. 10:03, 11:33  2:03, 3:38 infrastructure at the existing
manager. “And they have 8. N.W. Third Street and W. Ridgeway Ave. ~ 9:24,10:54  1:24,2:59  25. S.E. Fifth Street and E. Highland Ave. 10:05, 11:35  2:05, 3:40 fairgrounds is dilapidated,”
to hit a pretty hlgh number 9. S.W. Third Street and W. Orchard Ave. 9:26,10:56  1:26, 3:01 26. S.E. Columbia Drive 10:08, 11:38  2:08, 3:43 he said. “And the 01ty has
of riders to break even with ~ 10. S.W. Seventh Street and W. Orchard Ave.  9:27,10:57  1:27,3:02  27. N.E. 13th Street and N.E. Madrona Drive  10:13, 11:43  2:13, 3:48 grown up around the fair-
collecting fares.” 11. S.W. 10th Street and W. Orchard Ave. 9:29,10:59  1:29,3:04  28. N.E. 10th Street and E. Ridgeway Ave.  10:15, 11:45  2:15, 3:50 grounds — there’s limited
_ID. Tovey, planning 45 Rierfront Park 9:34,11:04 134,309 29. SE. Seventh Strest and Diagonal Road 1018, 11:48  2:18,3:53 ~ Parking and it’s completely
?S“g;teogtﬁ"&?%;‘::’gj;&‘i}‘{é?; 13. SW. 15th Streetand W. Sunland Ave. 938, 11:08  1:38,3:13  30. City Hall 10:19, 11:49  2:19, 3:54 ;‘é";&‘;ﬁ?@d‘fo{hgg Sevhefllt“ig
services Kayak will provide, 14. S.W. 11th Street and W. Division Ave. 9:40,11:10  1:40,3:15 3. S.W: Third Street anc} W. Orchard Ave. 10:21, 11:51  2:21, 3:56 grow.”
and the city of Hermiston 15. N.W. 11th Street and W. Hartley Ave. 9:42,11:12  1:42,3:17  32. S. First Street and Highland Ave. 10:23, 11:563  2:23, 3:58 He added that the current
approached the tribes about 16. Good Shepherd Medical Center 9:45,11:15  1:45,3:20  33. Hermiston Plaza 10:25,11:55  2:25, 4.00 EOTEC space has more
providing service. 17. W. EIm Ave. (Next to Butte Park) 9:47,11:17  1:47,3:22 *Effective Jan. 3 through March 31 than twice the acreage of

“If other cities are inter-
ested, we’d be happy to talk
to them — but we leave it up
to the city,” he said.

The city will also add two
new traffic signals, at the
intersections of Highway 207
and Elm Avenue, and at 11th
Street and Orchard Avenue.
Work on those signals will
start in the coming weeks.
Crews will also add a left-
turn lane for southbound
traffic on Highway 207/11th
Street turning into Good
Shepherd Medical Center.

The cost for the traffic
signals is about $1.6 million.
Half of the funds will be
provided by an Oregon
Department of Transpor-
tation grant, and a quarter
will be paid for by the Good
Shepherd Healthcare System.
The remaining funds will be
supplied by the city of Herm-

EO file photo

A Kayak Public Transit bus picks up passengers in 2015
at Roy Raley Park in Pendleton.

or early 2018, Smith said.
It will cost approximately
$650,000. About $150,000
will come from the city, and

“We’re trying to set up
a place that can be a central
gathering  place,”  Smith
said. “I recently came from

project north, to the future
site of the senior center on
Ridgeway Avenue. The final
phase will be centered around
the arch on Second Street,
in front of the Hermiston
Conference Center.

Phase one, Smith said,
will cost about a million
dollars. The city plans to be
done with the design by fall
of 2017, and start construc-
tion on the first phase after
that.

Activities

The city will oversee the
development of a new senior
center building on Ridgeway
Avenue — a 7,200-square-
foot facility with a full-ser-
vice commercial kitchen, a
large dining room, breakout
rooms and a reception area,
among other amenities.

activities,” she said. “But we
have to have more partici-
pation — people willing to
organize. We’re having a

the Umatilla County Fair-
grounds.

In the future, he said,
plans for EOTEC include an
amphitheater and an indoor
riding arena.
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iston. $513,000 from ODOT. managing cities in the The project will cost $1.6

Beautification Smith said the project will Midwest, and they often million,p v&gith most of the * GENERAL ORTHOPEDICS

The city will continue to take a while to complete, had courthouse squares. funds from a community * SPORTS MEDICINE *ARTHROSCOPY
work on the West Highland as working through ODOT We’re trying to make an area  development block ~grant. e FOOT & ANKLE « HAND SURGERY
Trail project, this year adding means the city has to deal conducive to community The city will pursue funding e JOINT REPLACEMENT
a mile of trail between with some right-of-way events, but still keep streets opportunities for a parking
Southwest 11th and 23rd issues. functional.” lot, which will cost about “We are dedicated to providing the most

streets near Riverfront Park.
The project is part of a plan
to eventually expand the trail
into a 6.5-mile loop around
western Hermiston.
Construction on  this
portion of the cyclist- and
pedestrian-friendly path will
likely not start until late 2017

The city will also make
some small changes to other
parks — Smith said there are
plans to upgrade playground
equipment at Sunset and
Greenwood parks this year.

The city will also under-
take its first phase of the
festival street project in 2017.

Smith said the project is
still being designed, but the
phases — there are three
— have been identified by
location. The first will be in
front of city hall, where a
pedestrian-friendly, curbless
street will be constructed.
The second will continue that
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$200,000, and will also pay
for a basement — $550,000
— with funds from its own
reserves.

Viginia Beebe of the
Hermiston Senior Center said
she hopes the new center will
allow for more programs.

“We want to see more

advanced possible orthopedic care available.”
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Quality, Convenience, Service

BY FAMILIAR FACES

From the largest farm to the smallest yard, we provide you with the
knowledge, the reliability and the quality products to get the job done.

FEATURING:
Pipe: PVC, yulvunized & bluck fittinys;
Filters: Clemons, CTC, Gheen;

Pumps:

Smull centriciul pumps , Pressure Tunks;

Lawn & garden supplies: K-Ruin sprinklers & vulves;
Hand line, Main line, wheel line: yuskets & fittings, pipe cutting & threuding

Pivot parts; Pivot sprinkler packages: Nelson & Senninger
Motors: UMC und US; Wheel Boxes: UMC & Vullley
Valves: Butterfly, bull, gute, check
Automatic control valves: Nelson, Netufim
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ELMERS IRKIGATION INC i

“Proudly serving and investing in the future of our communities.”

ELMER’S IRRIGATION, INC.

Serving the area since 1978

80527 Hwy 395 N. ¢ Hermiston ¢ 541-567-5572




