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By JOSH DUBOW
AP Sports Writer

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The 
Seattle Seahawks are stumbling into 
the playoffs instead of peaking as 
usual at this time of year. 

With three losses in the past five 
games, the Seahawks (9-5-1) head 
into Sunday’s season finale at San 
Francisco (2-13) needing a win and 
some help in order to 
secure a first-round 
bye .

Coach Pete 
Carroll’s teams 
usually are at their 
best down the stretch, 
winning five straight 
to end 2012, nine of 
11 in 2013, six in a 
row in 2014 and six 
of seven last year to surge into the 
postseason.

“When you lose, you can’t look at 
what people are writing, you just have 
to believe in your teammates and 
believe in the organization and the 
coaches,” defensive lineman Michael 
Bennett said. “I think everyone in 
this organization believes that we can 
win a Super Bowl and believes that 
we can win the playoff games. That’s 
all that really matters. It doesn’t 
really matter about everything else.”

The 49ers can only wish to have 
problems like the Seahawks. San 
Francisco snapped a franchise-record 
13-game losing streak by winning 
22-21 last week in Los Angeles, and 
need another win Sunday to avoid 
tying the franchise record for losses 
in a season reached in 1978, ‘79 and 
2004.

Instead of gearing up for the 
playoffs, the 49ers are headed into 
another offseason of uncertainty 
with questions about the job security 
of general manager Trent Baalke 
and coach Chip Kelly, and a roster 
overhaul expected as the Niners look 
to rebound.

“You know there’s going to be 
some kind of change,” Niners left 
tackle Joe Staley said. “That’s how it 
is. All you can concern yourself with 
is doing your job and holding up your 
end of the bargain.”

Here are some other things to 
watch:

RUSTY RIVALRY: What 
was one of the NFL’s most-heated 
rivalries just a few years ago when 
Jim Harbaugh had the 49ers going 
to three straight NFC title games 
and the Seahawks were also at the 

top of the league has lost its luster. 
The Niners have just 15 wins the 
past three seasons and have had few 
games with any meaning.

“I think you do miss that,” Bennett 
said. “That game was built around 
the same type of team. A running 
quarterback, a great defense and it 
was just a fun game to play in because 
you had to match the intensity of the 
other team.”

R U N N I N G 
RAWLS: Seattle 
expects running back 
Thomas Rawls to 
play after he left last 
Saturday’s game with 
a bruised shoulder 
and did not return in 
the second half. After 
two lackluster weeks 
on the ground, Seattle 

would like to get back to the run 
game it had for most of November 
and the early part of December when 
the Seahawks were averaging more 
than 140 yards per game during that 
stretch. 

Seattle was held to 72 yards 
rushing two weeks ago by Los 
Angeles and had just 78 yards last 
week against Arizona. 

KAP’S FINALE: After restruc-
turing his contract earlier this season, 
San Francisco quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick can opt to become a free 
agent after the season. That would 
make Sunday his final game with 
San Francisco, capping a career 
that began with a Super Bowl trip 
his first season as a starter in 2012. 
After going to the NFC title game the 
following year and losing to Seattle, 
Kaepernick’s career plummeted. He 
was benched last year and started this 
year as a backup, getting more notice 
for his national anthem protest than 
his play on the field.

“My focus once again is this 
week and making sure that I’m doing 
everything I can to prepare and to try 
to help my teammates prepare this 
week to get a win, and I think that’s 
where this whole team’s focus is,” 
Kaepernick said.

WAGNER’S RECORD: Seattle 
middle linebacker Bobby Wagner 
has already set a franchise record for 
tackles in a single-season with 155. 
He also leads Sean Lee of Dallas by 
10 for the NFL lead in tackles going 
into the season finale. Wagner said 
one of his goals before the season 
was to lead the league in tackles. 

“I thought I was around the ball 
a lot, now I feel like I’m around the 

Seahawks seek bye, while 49ers 
head into uncertain offseason
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• Sunday, 1:25p.m.
• At San Francisco

By RAUL DOMINGUEZ
Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — In the 
midst of another dispirited effort, 
San Antonio coach Gregg Popo-
vich decided not to yell at the 
Spurs — and they responded as 
he hoped.

Danny Green and Tony Parker 
each had 18 points and San 
Antonio overcame another list-
less first half to beat the Portland 
Trail Blazers 110-94 on Friday 
night.

“Sometimes I go crazy, 
sometimes I decide to just sit and 
let them figure it out,” Popovich 
said. “It just depends on how I’m 
feeling, how I think the game 
might go, or who’s on the court 
at the time. Tonight, I wanted 
them to see what was going on 
for themselves. They did a good 
job of it.”

The Spurs won their ninth 
game after trailing by 10-plus 
points, falling behind by 13 in the 
first half against the Trail Blazers.

San Antonio forward Kawhi 
Leonard sat out his second 
straight game with a stomach 
virus and Portland point guard 
Damian Lillard missed his third 
consecutive game with an injured 
left ankle.

Even when Leonard has 
played, the Spurs’ first-half 
struggles have made things diffi-
cult. San Antonio is at a loss to 
understand why that is.

“I don’t know,” Parker said. 
“If I knew, I would not do it. No 
idea.”

Despite the struggles, the 
Spurs have won four straight and 
13 of 15.

San Antonio had another slug-
gish first half, trailing by double 
digits for 12 minutes and falling 
behind by 13 points midway 
through the second quarter. Port-
land forced 14 turnovers and shot 
51 percent from the field through 
two quarters.

“We’ve got to do a better 
job of coming out with more 
of an edge to the game,” said 
Spurs center Pau Gasol, who 
finished with 10 points and seven 
rebounds. “Teams know we’ve 
been having the slow starts and 
they play with confidence. Then 

we turn it up and win games, but 
it’s something we need to keep in 
mind going forward so that it’s 
not something that is repetitive 
or too repetitive.”

C.J. McCollum finished with 
29 points for Portland. Maurice 
Harkless and Allen Crabbe were 
the only others in double figures, 
with Harkless finishing with 12, 
and Crabbe 11.

The Trail Blazers shot 43 
percent in the third quarter after 
shooting 51 percent in the first 
half.

Spurs reserve Manu Ginobi-
li’s second 3-pointer with 3:49 
remaining in the third quarter 
gave San Antonio a 69-67 lead, 
its first since holding an 11-8 
edge 3 minutes into the game.

San Antonio had seven 
3-pointers in the second half 
to win their seventh straight at 
home.

LaMarcus Aldridge was 
held to eight points on 2-for-3 
shooting, but Jonathon Simmons 
added 19 points for the Spurs. 
Green had six 3-pointers in 

scoring a season high.
“Today their strategy obvi-

ously was they were not going 
to let LaMarcus go off,” Parker 
said. “In the last two games 
LaMarcus has been scoring a lot 
and been playing unbelievable. 
That’s their strategy and other 
guys stepped up.”

TIP-INS
Trail Blazers: Lillard missed 

his third straight game after 
playing in the team’s first 32. 
He leads the team in scoring 
with 27.0 points and in assists 
at 6.2 per game. ... Portland 
entered Friday allowing 111.5 
points per game and 38 percent 
on 3-pointers, which are both 
28th in the league. ... F/C Mason 
Plumlee had his streak of two 
straight double-doubles stopped. 
Plumlee had eight points and five 
rebounds.

Spurs: Green has 33 games 
with at least five 3-pointers, the 
most in franchise history. ... San 
Antonio finished 2016 at 66-15, 
its most successful calendar year 
in franchise history. ... The Spurs 
are 13-0 when Parker scores in 
double figures.

UP NEXT
Trail Blazers: At Minnesota 

on Sunday night.
Spurs: At Atlanta on Sunday 

night.

Green, Parker help Spurs 
rally to beat Trail Blazers

AP Photo/Eric Gay

San Antonio Spurs guard Patty Mills, center, is defended by 
Portland Trail Blazers’ Evan Turner, front, and Allen Crabbe, 
rear, during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Fri-
day, in San Antonio. San Antonio won 110-94.
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BUSINESSDIRECTORY
YOUR GUIDE TO LOCAL PROFESSIONALS

 PAINTING GREAT 
 HOMES FOR 28 YEARS!
 Excellent Color Advice 

 Free Bids
 (2009 Business of the year*)

 541-276-9679 541-276-9679
 www.asharppainter.com

 CCB#132851     WA LLC#ASHARPL022QF

 Pendleton Chamber of Commerce

 HEATING & AIR 

 CONDITIONING
 SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

 COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

 LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

 THEWS SHEET METAL

 541-276-3751
 1816 N.W. 48 th  St • PENDLETON

 EMAIL:  thews@thews.com

 STATE CONTRS#66036

 24 HOUR

 EMERGENCY

 SERVICE
 Heat Pumps 
 Furnaces

 Its Hard To Stop A Trane

Heating & AC Painting

 125 S. Main St., 

 Pendleton

 541-276-9292

Book Store

YOUR  

BUSINESS 
should be 

here! Call 

541-278-2670 

for details!

Opportunity

 www.wheatlandins.com

 800-243-8918

Insurance

FREE SWAP-OUTS

Competitive Pricing

Scheduled Deliveries

Budget Payments

Tanks Sold or Rented

541-922-0133
81756 HWY 395 N, 

Hermiston OR 97838

Propane

 Complete Collection Service

 461 E. Main Hermiston, OR 97838
 (541)289-9107

 www.creditsinc.com

 • Licensed 
 • Bonded
 • No Collection 
 • No Fee

Collection Service

YOUR BUSINESS SHOULD BE HERE!     Call 541-278-2670 for details!

MILTON-FREEWATER-$114,900
2BDM home w/great country
feel! New roof, flooring, paint.
Storage shed, greenhouse, and
oversized garage/shop features
a large bonus room above. Molly
541-969-4188 #16074283

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

MEACHAM - $159,950
64231 MAIN ST. NEWER
TRIPLE WIDE WITH 3 BDRM,
2BATH, BEAUTIFUL DECKS,
LOTS OF STORAGE. CALL KAL
RMLS #15074859

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CURRENT LOW Inventory is
providing a good time to sell! Call
Matt Vogler (The Weekend and
After Hours Realtor) to receive a
Free Comparative Market
Analysis specific to your home.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Homes for Sale 100

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special Financing Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

BLUE JEANS REALTY.
Residential, Commercial,
Mountain properties. Call us
today to sell your home or buy
your new property.
“Our office is wherever you are”

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

541-379-8690

Homes for Sale 100

Email or Call Terri or Dayle
classifieds@

eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF

PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

CONCERNS OF violations of 1st
amendment rights (separation of
church and state) in Morrow
County School District? Together
we can be stronger, more
powerful, using one unified voice.
fairnessinmyschool@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian

3pm the day prior to 
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

Special Notices 10

AUSTRALIAN TOUR ----
Are you READY to go
DOWNUNDER? Call Kerry 541-
377-6855 --- Last chance to sign
up today for an April Escorted
Tour-Rainforest, the Wildlife, the
Outback, the Great Barrier Reef-
15 days of exploring and fun.

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

Special Notices 10

CLASSIFIED INDEX
003 First Look 125 Homes with Acreage 245 Storage Units 340 Summer Youth Jobs 435 Good Things to Eat
600 Recreational Vehicles 004 Bargain Bin! 135 Lots & Acreage 255 Roommates Wanted 350 Wanted Employment
515 Musical 005 Lost & Found 140 Commerical Property 260 Want to Rent 400 Horse and Tack
450 Round-Up 530 Garage Sales- Pendleton 710 Auto Parts 010 Special Notices 150 Real Estate Wanted
302 Statewide Classified 415 Livestock 470 Auctions 535 Garage Sales- Pilot Rock 720 Trucks
155 Out of Area Property for Sale 310 Business Opportunities 420 Feed and Seed 475 Fuel and Heating 540 Garage Sales- Hermiston
740 Trailers 015 Holiday Happenings 200 Rentals 325 Education/ Schools 425 Farm Equipment
485 Miscellaneous 545 Garage Sales- Athena/ Weston 800 Business/ Service Directory 020 Personals 240 Office Space Available
330 Child/ Adult Care 430 Lawn and Garden 490 Household Items 555 Garage Sales- Other 900 Legal Notices
705 Automobiles 445 Pets 335 Employment 500 Antiques 012 Round-Up
100 Homes For Sale 505 Wanted to Buy 100 Homes For Sale

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com               1-800-962-2819

EAST OREGON

marketplace

Buy It! Sell It! Find
It!

The East Oregonian
Classified

1-800-962-2819

You Can Find

Your Dream

Home
Check out our

Real Estate listings

in Classified!

1-800-962-2819

DONʼT BUY anything before
checking the Classifieds!


