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‘Making a Murderer’
inmate’s confession legal

MADISON, Wis. (AP)

A Wisconsin inmate
featured in the Netflix
series “Making a Murderer”
has no basis for his claims
that his confession wasn’t
voluntary and shouldn’t
be released from prison as
a judge has ordered, state
attorneys argued in a court
filing.

Brendan Dassey, now
27, was sentenced to life in
prison in 2007 in the death
of  photographer Teresa
Halbach two years earlier.
He told detectives he helped
his uncle, Steven Avery, rape
and kill Halbach in the Avery
family’s Manitowoc County
salvage yard.

A federal magistrate
judge overturned Dassey’s
conviction in August, ruling
investigators coerced Dassey
into confessing. The judge
agreed with Dassey’s argu-
ments that detectives prom-
ised him leniency and took
advantage of his cognitive
problems and youth. Dassey
was 16 years old at the time
of the interrogation.

The state Justice Depart-
ment has appealed the
judge’s ruling to the 7th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals. A
team of attorneys from the
state Justice Department,
including Attorney General
Brad Schimel, Solicitor
General Misha Tseytlin and
Deputy Solicitor General
Luke Berg, argued in
brief filed Wednesday that

Dassey’s claims have no
grounds.

The detectives didn’t
offer Dassey any specific
benefits for his confession,
the attorneys wrote, and the
investigators exerted far less
pressure than in many other
juvenile confessions that the
appeals court has upheld. As
for his cognitive problems,
Dassey attended mostly
regular-track  high school
classes and he resisted many
of the detectives’ questions,
the brief said.

Dassey also gave
detectives  details  they
never suggested, including
colors and sounds from
the scene in the salvage
yard, including Halbrach’s
screams, conversations,
timing of events and his
motivations, the filing said.
Taken together, those details
suggest the confession was
probably voluntary and true,
the attorneys wrote.

Dassey’s attorneys didn’t
immediately respond to an
email Thursday seeking
comment on the filing.

Avery was sentenced to
life in prison in a separate
trial. He’s pursuing his own
appeal.

Both men claim police
framed them because they
were angry with Avery after
he filed a lawsuit against
Manitowoc County over his
wrongful imprisonment for
a sexual assault he didn’t
commit.

PARENTS TALK BACK
Pre-owned decorations

create new memories

Editor’s note:
This column is
adapted from a story
that originally ran in
the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch on Nov. 27.
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storage, as well. For some,
those memories were made
around secondhand trees.

You can find shelves
filled with packages of
shiny, color-coordinated
ornaments in every big-box
store. It’s easy and relatively
affordable to create a
polished, commercial-
looking tree decked for the
holidays.

So, why would anyone
consider a tree adorned in
secondhand items from a
thrift store?

Because sometimes,
the feeling evoked by a
Christmas display is more
important than how it looks.

That’s what shoppers
often discover at thrift stores,
many of which stock up to
a third of their shops with
holiday decor during this
season.

Kristy Lance, retail vice
president for St. Louis’
MERS Goodwill, says
people come looking for
deals, but also for vintage or
unique items.

“In a lot of stores, I hear
‘I haven’t seen this ornament
since I was a child at my
grandmother’s,”” Lance said.
She’s met with customers
who decide to put up a
tree in every room in their
house because the ones at
Goodwill are so affordable.

Anne Carr, store manager
at Miriam Switching Post in
Brentwood, Missouri, has
heard similar feedback from
shoppers.

“They want to create a
unique tree that not everyone
else has,” she said.

Most thrift stores collect
gently used Christmas decor
year-round. The Switching
Post closes the store one
Sunday in mid-November,
and the staff goes through
hundreds of boxes of that
year’s treasures. The trove
might include Baccarat or
Waterford ornaments, to
be sold at a third of their
retail value. This year, they
had hundreds of boxes
of Hallmark Keepsake
ornaments, all in the original
boxes, including one of Joe
Namath from a retired series.

Linda Estell has been a
volunteer at the Switching
Post for 18 years. She takes
the lead in creating some

have, and selecting items
for the staff to work around.
It can require thinking
outside the box. One year,
they created a hot pink and
purple Barbie tree with dolls
attached. They’ve hung tiny
teacups from trees before,
too, and created a snowman
tree once. This year, Estell
found a Christmas train

set that caught her eye.

She used wire to attach the
individual train sections to
the branches, along with
pieces of the tracks and even
stuffed bears in plaid outfits.
She added old-fashioned
lightbulbs and some
children’s books to complete
the vintage toy-themed tree.
A plaid tablecloth filled in
for a tree skirt.

Besides being fun
displays, having a tree
pre-decorated can take a load
off some shoppers’ minds.
A few years ago, a newly
divorced man wandered into
the store, worried about what
he would do for a tree when
his children visited for the
holidays. Estell remembers
him finding one of the
decorated ones in the store
and saying, “Perfect! I have
a tree now.”

For socially conscious
shoppers and parents
wanting to model a lesson
for their children, thrift
shopping offers the added
plus of supporting a
charitable cause. Goodwill’s
proceeds go to job-training
programs, and the Switching
Post donates all proceeds to
the Miriam School, a local
private school for kids with
learning disabilities.

Besides, it’s just fun to
explore at these shops.

“There’s an element
of a treasure hunt to it,
Carr said. “We move a lot
of merchandise every day.
There’s something new
every day.”

Well, technically, it isn’t
Lﬂnew.”

But new can be overrated.
After all, the holiday spirit is
as old as time.

=

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.

Oldest gorilla

COLUMBUS, Ohio
(AP) — She is a mother
of three, grandmother of
16, great-grandmother
of 12 and great-great-
grandmother of three. She
recently had surgery to
remove a malignant tumor,
but doctors say she’s doing
well.

She’s Colo, the nation’s
oldest living gorilla, and
she turned 60 on Thursday
at the Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium.

Colo was the first gorilla
in the world born in a zoo
and has surpassed the usual
life expectancy of captive
gorillas by two decades.
Her longevity is putting a
spotlight on the medical
care, nutrition and up-to-
date therapeutic techniques
that are helping lengthen
z0o animals’ lives.

“Colo just epitomizes
the advances that zoos
have made, going all the
way back to her birth at

Yt Y

in United States
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Colo, the nation’s oldest gorilla, opens a present in her
enclosure during her 60th birthday party at the Colum-
bus Zoo and Aquarium, Thursday in Columbus, Ohio.
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more animals living with
the normal aches and pains
of growing older. Today,

singing “Happy Birthday”
moments before the gorilla
ambled into an enclosure

turns 60

decorated with multicol-
ored construction paper
chains and filled with cakes
such as squash and beet
and cornbread with mashed
potato parsley frosting.

Among the first in
line was Pam Schlereth
of Columbus, who at 63
was just a little girl when
her father brought her to
see the newborn Colo in a
gorilla incubator in 1956.

“It’s a tribute to the zoo
that she’s alive at 60 years
old,” Schlereth said.

Colo is one of several
elderly gorillas around the
country. The oldest known
living male gorilla, Ozzie,
is 55 years old and lives at
the Atlanta Zoo, which has
a geriatric gorilla specialty.

At Seattle’s Woodland
Park Zoo, staff members
use acupuncture, massage,
laser therapy, and heat
and joint supplements to
help Emma, a 13-year-old
rabbit.
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