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pins and a tech-fall that went 
a combined 6:37 to reach 
the championship where 
he faced Zayid Al-ghani of 
Southridge (WA).

“Coming in (Al-ghani) was 
the one guy we didn’t really 
know anything about,” Larson 
said. “He was a very good 
athlete, and Valen a lot of times 
tends to overwhelm people 
being very aggressive and 
in-your-face style wrestling, 
and that kid did fight back.”

Wyse kept his cool, 
however, and outdistanced 
Al-ghani to an 18-9 major 
decision.

“He gave Valen a pretty 
good challenge that he 
needed, but Valen wrestled 
real hard and stuck to the 
game plan and scored a 
bunch of points like he’s 
been doing all year,” Larson 
said. “He’s wrestled real well 
this year — very aggressive 
and works very hard. He puts 
a ton of time in and is very 
passionate about wrestling.”

Blake was cruising right 
along in his bracket as well 
with a pair of pins and a 10-3 
win in the semifinals until 
running into Seer Deines of 
Connell (WA) in the champi-
onship where he lost 6-0. 

“That was a big kid, a big 
athletic guy that can move,” 
Larson said of Deines, adding 
his athleticism exposed some 
deficiencies in Blake’s offen-
sive repertoire. “Sometimes 
those heavyweights struggle 
a little bit with getting a leg 
attack and getting a guy down.”

Larson said developing 
a more consistent leg attack 
is something Blake has been 
working on, and he’s confi-
dent Thursday’s outcome will 
add motivation for the junior.

“Beau’s a pretty mean kid 
when he gets on the mat and 
he absolutely hates to lose,” 
Larson said.

No other Bulldogs placed 
in the top four and the team 
finished with a disappointing 
98.5 points. Deer Park (WA) 
won the team title with 164 
points, Newberg was second 
with 159 and Chiawana was 
third with 145.

Despite the absence of 
three starters from the lineup, 
Larson said he expected 
more from his team.

“We absolutely have guys 
that need to be wrestling 
harder in certain situations,” 
he said. “Sixth place isn’t 
where Hermiston should be 
placing in any tournament to 
be honest with you.”

Wrestling with the 
full lineup in the duals on 
Wednesday, Hermiston 
started with a 61-15 rout 
of Walla Walla (WA), then 
thumped Baker 58-18 before 
losing to Camas (WA) 39-34 
in the semifinals. Newberg 
beat Camas 37-25 for the 
dual title.

Going 4-0 in the duals 
for the Bulldogs were Wyse, 
Blake, Payton Smith (160 
pounds) and Ruben Madrigal 
(106). 

DAWGS:
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Thursday, Dec. 29, in the 
Les Schwab Tournament 
at Pendleton Convention 
Center. Their opponent and 
game time have yet to be 
announced.

———
IHS 8 14 11 14 — 47
WM 10 11 17 15 — 53
IMBLER — L. Robertson 13, C. McGin-

ness 11, K. Smith 10, K. Stirewalt 8, J. 
Rudd 4, H. Kilpatrick 1, F. Burnette, M. 
Hassan.

WESTON-MCEWEN — C. Quaempts 10, 
A. Hill 10, S. Finifrock 10, K. Vescio 7, S. 
Von Borstel 6, A. Schroeder 5, B. Hillmick 
5, M. Muilenburg, A. Finifrock.

3-pointers — IHS 2; WM 2. Free throws 
— IHS 21-31; WM 13-22. Fouls — IHS 
22; WM 23. Fouled out — C. Quaempts 
(WM).

NIXYAAWII 41, 
UMATILLA 20 — At 
Umatilla, the Golden Eagles 
started the game on a 15-3 
run and never allowed the 
Vikings to get close in 
their non-league game on 
Thursday night. It was Nixy-
aawii’s fifth-straight win to 
start the season.

Mary Stewart led Nixy-
aawii (5-0) with 14 points 
and seven assists, and Kait-
lynn Melton pulled in 10 
rebounds to go with seven 
points.

Nixyaawii coach Jeremy 
Maddern said he was 
even more pleased with 
the team’s defense, which 
limited Umatilla (3-5) senior 
Aleesha Watson to a team-
high seven points.

“We used it as an oppor-
tunity to do some different 
things on defense, and I was 
really happy with the way 
the girls played,” Maddern 
said.

Umatilla will host River 
View (WA) today at 2 p.m., 
and Nixyaawii’s next game is 
Tuesday against Ione at 6 p.m.

———
NCS 15 8 12 6 — 41
UHS 3 4 4 9 — 20
NIXYAAWII — M. Stewart 14, M. 

Schimmel 9, K. Melton 7, S. Fitzpatrick 5, 
E. Butler 4, E. Looney 2, A. Tanaskit, S. 
Partick, T. Broncheau, K. Mountainchief.

UMATILLA — A. Watson 7, L. Jurnot 4, P. 
Picker 2, K. Lorence 2, A. Ford 2, A. Reyes 
2, C. Alvarez 1, Y. Ortiz, C. Macias, N. 
Soto, G. Gonzalez.  

3-pointers — NCS 2; UHS 0. Free throws 
— NCS 2-6; UHS 5-12. Fouls — NCS 10; 
UHS 7.

HELIX 66, IONE 25 — 
At Ione, the Grizzlies came 
out on fire and led 29-2 after 
one quarter using a stifling 
half-court trap to supplement 
their hot shooting.

Macey Tullis led Helix 
(4-2) with 20 points, Char-
mayne Bennett added 17 
more and the Grizzlies led 
44-10 at halftime.

Cardinals coach Nathan 
Heideman said it wasn’t 
until Helix took off its 
press in the second half the 
Ione (0-6) was able to get 
something going on offense. 
Morgan Orem led them with 
12 points.

The Cardinals go on the 
road to play Nixyaawii on 
Tuesday at 6 p.m.

The Grizzlies will host 
the Helix Holiday Classic 
on Dec. 28-29. Opponents 
and game times were not 
determined at press time.

———
HHS 29 15 13 9 — 66

IHS 2 8 10 5 — 25
HELIX — M. Tullis 20, C. Bennett 17, A. 

Wood 8, E. Fehrenbacker 8, S. Wilson 5, 
K. Mize 4, B. Newtson 2, H. Christman 
2, A. Krol.

IONE — M. Orem 12, M. Flynn 6, K. 
Bass 2, S. Qualls 2, A. Medina 2, K. Gilbert 
1, E. Taylor, M. Heideman, I. Sandford, A. 
McDaniel, S. Knop.

3-pointers — HHS 6; IHS 2. Free throws 
— HHS 2-12; IHS 3-6. Fouls — HHS 8; 
IHS 13. 

BOYS BASKETBALL
IMBLER 55, 

WESTON-MCEWEN 38 
— At Athena, the Panthers 
got the better of the Tiger-
Scots for the second time in 
five days in Thursday night’s 
non-league contest.

Weston-McEwen (4-4) 
shot just 28 percent from the 
field on a frustrating night 
for its offense.

“It’s not like we were 
taking bad shots,” said Tiger-
Scots coach Brian Pickard. 
“We had some good looks 
inside, we just couldn’t get 
anything to go.”

The TigerScots never 
admitted defeat, though, and 
rallied to within seven points 
in the fourth quarter.

“They got frustrated 
but they hung in there and 
played pretty good defense 
and fought their way back 
a couple of times,” Pickard 
said. “I was proud of the 
way they hung in there. We 
just couldn’t buy a bucket 
tonight.”

Shaw Broncheau paced 
the TigerScots with 16 
points, five assists and three 
steals and was the only 
Weston-McEwen player in 
double digits.

Brandon McGilvray 
scored a game-high 19 for 
Imbler (5-1), and Hunter 
VanLeuven added 16.

Up next for the Tiger-
Scots is the Les Schwab 
Tournament at Pendleton 

Convention Center on Dec. 
29-30. Their first-round 
opponent is yet to be deter-
mined.

———
IHS 16 9 13 17 — 55
WM 6 9 14 9 — 38
IMBLER — B. McGilvray 19, H. Van-

Leuven 16, T. Riggle 9, M. Whitaker 5, R. 
Mullarkey 4, G. Tritchka 2, G. Smith.

WESTON-MCEWEN — S. Broncheau 16, 
B. Speed 7, G. Hungerford 7, J. West 6, E. 
Reger 2, J. Speed, B. Rudolph, D. Froese, 
K. Broncheau.

3-pointers — IHS 0; WM 3. Free throws 
— IHS 9-14; WM 3-4. Fouls — IHS 11; 
WM 19. Fouled out — S. Broncheau, J. 
West (WM).

UMATILLA 83, NIXY-
AAWII 36 — At Umatilla, 
sophomore Sebastian Garcia 
turned in another big game 
and the Vikings had what 
coach Derrek Lete called 
their best game of the 
season to beat Nixyaawii 
in non-league play on 
Thursday night.

A day after scoring 18 
to lead the Vikings in a win 

over Pilot Rock, Garcia hit 
five 3-pointers and finished 
with 17 against the Golden 
Eagles.

“He’s one of the guys I 
took aside before the Pilot 
Rock game and talked about 
needing to play with more 
confidence, more swagger,” 
Lete said. “He must have 
taken our conversation 
seriously.”

Garcia wasn’t alone in 
tormenting Nixyaawii (2-3), 
though, as four Vikings 
reached double digits to give 
the team its first three-game 
winning streak of the season.

Kaden Webb led them 
with 18 points, Justin Marret 
added 17 and Moises Garci-
lazo chipped in 13. Umatilla 
(6-2) totaled 20 steals and 
shot 52.5 percent from the 
field.

Mick Schimmel scored 
20 points to pace the Golden 
Eagles, and Chandler Case 
added 12, but Nixyaawii 
started slow and trailed 
39-19 at halftime.

Umatilla hosts River 
View (WA) today at 3:30 
p.m. Nixyaawii’s next game 
is at home against Ione on 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

———
NCS 6 13 11 6 — 36
UHS 19 20 23 21 — 83
NIXYAAWII — M. Schimmel 20, C. Case 

12, D. Barkley 3, J. Church 1, J. St. Pierre, 
J. Penney, S. Hoisington, A. Matamoros. 

UMATILLA — K. Webb 18, J. Marret 17, 
S. Garcia 17, M. Garcilazo 13, G. Armenta 
6, T. Morris 6, S. Cranston 4, S. Hartung 2. 

3-pointers — NCS 0; UHS 8. Free throws 
— NCS 8-12; UHS 11-15. Fouls — NCS 
15; UHS 13. 

HELIX 55, IONE 
52 — At Ione, the Grizzlies 
took control with a run in the 
fourth quarter, then held off a 
late three-point barrage by the 
Cardinals for a non-league 
win on Thursday night.

Justin Williams scored a 
game-high 30 points to pace 
Helix (2-4).

“Everything he threw up 
went in,” said Ione coach 
Dana Heideman.

Jonathan Shaw added 12 
for Helix, which led 35-33 to 
start the fourth quarter.

Ione (2-4) was led by 
Colton Hollis with 17 and 
Austin Carter added 12, but 
their leading scorer for the 
season Wyatt McNary was 
limited to three.

“We faltered early to 
midway through the fourth 
and got down by 10 points,” 
Heideman said. “We made 
four three-pointers in the last 
couple minutes to make it 
close, but we’d just had too 
many miscues.”

Ione’s next game is 
Tuesday at Nixyaawii at 
7:30 p.m. Helix will host the 
Helix Holiday Classic on 
Dec. 28-29 with opponents 
to be determined.

———
HHS 8 14 13 20 — 55
IHS 12 11 10 19 — 52
HELIX — J. Williams 30, J. Shaw 12, G. 

Newtson 4, C. Marks 4, G. Christman 3, T. 
Fehrenbacker 2.

IONE — C. Hollis 17, A. Carter 12, T. 
Carter 7, D. McElligott 6, H. Padberg 3, W. 
McNary 3, J. Verduzco 2, T. Epperson 2, 
H. Aguilar.

3-pointers — HHS 3; IHS 7. Free throws 
— HHS 12-21; IHS 7-15. Fouls — HHS 13; 
IHS 19. Fouled out — G. Christman (HHS); 
W. McNary (IHS). 

PREPS: Williams scores 30 to lead Helix over Ione
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Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Weston-McEwen’s Shaw Broncheau (0) goes up for a layup as Brandon McGilvray 
(34), of Imbler, defends during Thursday’s non-league boys’ basketball game in 
Athena.

College Football

By JASON CHATRAW
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — Idaho 
quarterback Matt Linehan 
made a strong statement with 
his play on the field Thursday 
night in the Famous Idaho 
Potato Bowl. He was just 
getting started.

Moments after earning 
MVP honors in the Vandals’ 
61-50 victory over Colorado 
State, Linehan explained what 
the victory meant to him and 
the program after the school 
made the controversial deci-
sion to move down to FCS 
starting in 2018. In April, the 
Sun Belt informed the school 
it was dropping Idaho after the 
2017 season.

“We belong in FBS — 
period!” Linehan said in a 
radio interview with ESPN. 
“That’s what I believe. That’s 
what everyone believes. We 
know we can compete. We 
belong here. No matter what 
anyone thinks, even our 
tone-deaf president. Maybe he 
doesn’t think we belong here, 
but I think we belong here.”

Linehan’s emotional words 
matched his play. He was 21 
of 31 for 381 yards with four 
touchdowns and no intercep-
tions. Linehan, whose father 
Scott Linehan is the offensive 
coordinator for the Dallas 
Cowboys, also ran for another 
score in the third-highest 
scoring game in bowl history.

The bowl record for points 
is 125 in Marshall’s 64-61, 
double-overtime victory over 
East Carolina in the 2001 
GMAC Bowl. Idaho and 
Colorado State broke the 
Potato Bowl scoring record 
set in 2009 in Idaho’s 43-42 
victory over Bowling Green.

Linehan, who toned down 
his comments and apologized 
to university President Chuck 
Staben in the postgame press 
conference, still reveled in the 
season-ending win.

“No matter what was said 
to begin the year, I think all 
these guys believed we could 
get to this point,” Linehan 
said. “We spent so much time 
dealing with adversity and 
tough losses. I think we were 
just tired of losing.”

Idaho (9-4) matched its 
highest victory total since 
moving to FBS in 1996.

“I couldn’t be more proud 
of our players,” coach Paul 
Petrino said. “They were 
focused on winning the 
football game and that helped 
them come out and play well 
early. They were told there 
were a bunch of things they 
weren’t supposed to be able 
to do, but they did it anyway.”

Petrino shied away from 
wading in on the school’s 
decision, but that didn’t stop 
him from politicking.

“You’d hope we made a 
statement,” he said. “We were 
2-0 against Mountain West 

teams year. We’d look pretty 
good in that conference. But 
I can only control what I can 
control, and that’s to be as 
good of a coach as I can be.”

Colorado State (7-6) 
finished with a bowl loss for 
the second straight year.

“We tried some different 
things this year in prepara-
tion,” Colorado coach Mike 
Bobo said. “You want to finish 
up strong. That onus falls on 
me. That’s the position I’m in 
as the head coach.”

After a scoreless first 

quarter, it appeared that both 
teams had dug in for a defen-
sive battle. But that quickly 
dissipated as the teams started 
rolling up points.

The 84 points in the second 
half are the most combined 
in a half in any bowl game, 
breaking the record of 76 set 
by Tulsa and Virginia Tech 
last year in the first half of the 
Independence Bowl.

Isaiah Saunders led the 
Vandals on the ground with 
147 yards and set another 
bowl record in the process 
with 33 carries.

Colorado State wasted a 
bowl record-setting perfor-
mance from Stevens. He tied 
two records — touchdowns 
accounted for with five, touch-
down passes with 5 — and set 
the passing yards records with 
445. He finished 21 of 36 with 
two interceptions.

Sophomore Olabisi 
Johnson paced the Rams’ 
receiving corps with 265 
yards - also a bowl record - on 
seven catches with a pair of 
touchdowns. Dalyn Dawkins 
ran for 118 yards and a touch-
down.

From Wednesday
BYU 24, WYOMING 

21 — At San Diego, BYU 
won its second Poinsettia 
Bowl on a rainy Wednesday 
night thanks mostly to Jamaal 
Williams.

The senior gained 210 

yards on 26 carries and scored 
once, and Tanner Mangum ran 
for a touchdown and threw 
for another to lead BYU to a 
24-21 victory over Wyoming.

It was the sixth 100-yard 
game for Williams this year 
and the second time he gained 
more than 200. He ran for 
a career-best 286 against 
Toledo. 

With BYU (9-4) leading 
17-7, Williams gave the 
Cougars some breathing room 
when he broke a 36-yard 
scoring run early in the fourth 
quarter. That TD was set up by 
Dayan Lake’s interception of 
Josh Allen. The interception 
came one play after BYU’s 
Micah Hannemann was 
ejected for targeting after a 
helmet-to-helmet hit on the 
sliding Allen.

Williams is BYU’s career 
leader with 3,901 yards rushing. 
He praised his blockers, partic-
ularly wide receiver Jonah 
Trinnaman, for springing him 
on his scoring run.

“Honestly it was just great 
offensive line blocking and 
the tight ends and Jonah. 
Jonah is the man,” Williams 
said. “That man had the best 
block in the world. I wanted 
to celebrate right there before 
I even scored.”

Williams fell short of 
the Poinsettia Bowl record 
of 228 yards by San Diego 
State’s Ronnie Hillman in 
2010.

Idaho makes statement in Potato Bowl

AP Photo/Otto Kitsinger

Idaho wide receiver Alfonso Onunwor (1) catches the 
ball over Colorado State defensive back Kevin Nutt Jr. 
during the first half of the Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
NCAA college football game in Boise, Idaho, Thursday.


