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By ARNIE STAPLETON
Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — 
Inside linebacker Todd Davis 
says he’s optimistic he’ll play 
against New England this 
weekend after returning to 
practice Friday on a limited 
basis.

“I was encouraged by 
what I saw,” coach Gary 
Kubiak said. “We’ll see 
how he comes out of it in 
the morning and move him 
around again tomorrow. 
I think it’s kind of going 
exactly like we thought it 
was going to go leading up 
to game time. It was encour-
aging today.”

Davis was offi cially listed 
as 50-50 with a strained 
oblique that knocked him 
out of last week’s game at 
Tennessee. But he said, “I felt 
solid. I’m excited for Sunday 
and I think I’m going to be 
ready.”

Fellow inside linebacker 
Brandon Marshall said he 
hopes to play at Kansas City 

next week after being ruled 
out against the Patriots. This 
will be the second straight 
game he’s missed since 
aggravating a pulled left 
hamstring at Jacksonville on 
Dec. 4.

Corey Nelson will start 
in place of Marshall when 
the Broncos (8-5) host the 
Patriots (11-2) , and Zaire 
Anderson is prepared to 
play signifi cant snaps even if 
Davis is a go.

“I’m preparing like I’m 
starting,” said Anderson, 
who drew praise for his fi ve-
tackle performance last week 
after Davis went out,

“He got thrown in there 
last week and we played our 
best half,” Kubiak said.

Still, given Denver’s 
strong pass rush and stout 
secondary, Tom Brady and 
the Patriots are expected 
to go after Denver’s inside 
linebackers by sending their 
tight ends and running backs 
on intermediate routes over 
the middle.

“They tried to test the 
linebackers last year, so I 

defi nitely could see them 
doing it again,” said Davis, 
adding his injury doesn’t 
limit him defending the pass 
or run.

The Broncos placed long 
snapper Casey Kreiter, who’s 
missed the last month with 
a strained calf, on injured 
reserve Friday and promoted 
rookie outside linebacker 

Vontarrius Dora from their 
practice squad. 

“His injury just hasn’t 
responded,” said Kubiak, 
who had carried two long 
snappers on his 53-man 
roster since Nov. 25 when 
nine-year veteran free agent 
Thomas Gafford was signed. 

“Congratulations to Dora. 
The kid has done a great job, 
so he gets rewarded. I think 
there’s a place for him. You 
may see him before this 
year is out. He’s got a bright 
future.”

Dora (6-4, 256 pounds) 
had a spectacular training 
camp after going undrafted 
out of Louisiana Tech. He 
had 10 tackles, eight of them 
solo, two sacks and a forced 
fumble for Denver in the 
preseason.

Offensive coordinator 
Rick Dennison missed 
practice all week because of 
a family matter but Kubiak 
said that won’t affect the 
play-calling Sunday. Kubiak 
and QB coach Greg Knapp 
were still in touch with 

Dennison throughout the 
week as they installed the 
game plan.

“We’ve met every night 
even though he’s not here,” 
Kubiak said.

The Broncos have been a 
slow-starting team, scoring 
just 23 fi rst-quarter points 
compared to New England’s 
league-best 103.

The Broncos know they 
have to buck that trend 
Sunday.

“It’s important all of the 
time,” Kubiak said. “We 
know we’ve struggled. 
When we have started well, 
we’ve played pretty well. 
When you look at this team, 
you’re playing a team that 
since Tom has come back, 
they’re the top scoring team 
in football and yet, they don’t 
give up points. Points and 
possessions are a premium. 
Red zone possessions are a 
premium. If you go back to 
our two games last year, we 
played some great red zone 
defense. Offensively, we did 
a good job in the red zone.”

Broncos linebacker corps won’t be at full strength Sunday
NFL

(AP Photo/Weston Kenney

Only three teams in the AFC have double digit wins 
and Denver faces all of them to close out the season. 
Von Miller is asking the Broncos faithful for a little bit 
of, well, faith, saying, “let’s not sound the alarm yet.” 

New England
Patriots

(11-2)

Denver
Broncos

(8-5)

• Sunday, 1:25 p.m.
• at Denver, Colorado
• TV: CBS

By RONALD BLUM
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A record 
six teams are paying base-
ball’s luxury tax this season, 
led by the Los Angeles 
Dodgers at $31.8 million 
and the New York Yankees at 
$27.4 million.

Boston ($4.5 million), 
Detroit ($4 million), San 
Francisco ($3.4 million) 
and the World Series cham-
pion Chicago Cubs ($2.96 
million) also were sent bills 
Friday by the commission-
er’s offi ce, according to 
information obtained by The 
Associated Press.

The Yankees are paying 
for the 14th straight year 
since the tax began, raising 
their total to $325 million. 
New York has said it hopes 
to get below the threshold by 
2018.

Los Angeles owes for the 
fourth consecutive year and 
like New York pays at a 50 
percent rate on the amount 
above the $189 million 
threshold. The Dodgers paid 
a record $43 million for 
2015, and their four-year 
total is $113 million.

Boston and San Francisco 

pay at a 30 percent rate as 
offenders for the second 
straight year, and Detroit and 
the Cubs — a fi rst-time payer 
— are at 17.5 percent. 

The number of teams 
over the threshold topped 
last year’s mark of four. 
This year’s total tax was $74 
million.

Major League Baseball 
negotiated the luxury tax in 
an effort to slow spending 
by large-market clubs and 
combined with revenue 
sharing has helped increase 
the competitive of small-
market teams and those in 
the middle.

The threshold increases to 
$195 million next year under 
the new labor contract, and 
tax rates go up, too. There 
will be additional surtaxes, 
raising the rate to as much 
as 95 percent for the amount 
above $235 million, with the 
increase to be phased in for 
2017 at the midpoint between 
the old and new rules.

Los Angeles lowered its 
payroll from a record $291 
million last year to just 
under $255 million, which 
topped the major leagues for 
the third straight year. For 
purposes of the tax, which 

uses average annual values 
and includes benefi ts, the 
Dodgers’ payroll was nearly 
$253 million.

Luxury tax payrolls fi gure 
to increase slightly across 
the major leagues next year 
because of a provision in 
the labor contract calling for 
the inclusion of salaries of 
players sent outright to the 
minors starting this Dec. 1.

The Yankees’ regular 
payroll was second at $224.5 
million, up slightly from 
last year’s $223.6 million, 
followed by Boston ($200.6 
million), Detroit ($199 
million), the Cubs ($182 
million), San Francisco 
($181 million) and the 
Los Angeles Angels ($173 
million).

Milwaukee had the lowest 
payroll at $65.5 million, 
down from $98 million last 
year. Tampa Bay was at $67 
million, down from $77 
million.

Spending on 40-man 
major league payrolls totaled 
nearly $4.1 billion, an 
increase of $200 million.

Luxury tax payrolls are 
based on the average annual 
values of contracts and 
earned 2016 bonuses, and 

regular payrolls include 2016 
salaries, earned bonuses and 
prorated shares of signing 
bonuses.

Luxury tax checks to the 
commissioner’s offi ce are 
due by Jan. 21. Tax money is 
used to fund player benefi ts 
and MLB’s Industry Growth 
Fund. Starting next year, part 
of the money also will be used 
to fund player Individual 
Retirement Accounts and 
part will be given to teams 
not over the tax threshold.

Teams pay on the 
amount they are over the tax 
threshold. The tax rate starts 
at 17.5 percent for fi rst-time 
offenders, then climbs to 30 
percent, 40 percent and 50 
percent in subsequent years, 
resetting when a club drops 
below the threshold for a 
season.

Starting next year, the tax 
rates will be 20 percent, 30 
percent and 50 percent, with 
a 12 percent surtax on the 
amount $20 million to $40 
million above the threshold. 
There will be an additional 
surtax of 42.5 percent on 
the amount more than $40 
million over for fi rst-time 
offenders and 45 percent for 
subsequent offenders.

Record 6 teams forced to pay luxury tax
MLB

Bison’s title streak 
over at fi ve

Associated Press

FARGO, N.D. — Khalid 
Abdullah had 180 yards 
rushing, added 51 yards 
receiving and a touch-
down and James Madison 
snapped North Dakota 
State’s 22-game postseason 
win streak with a 27-17 
upset in the FCS semifi nals 
Saturday night. 

James Madison (13-1) 
will play in the FCS 
National Championship on 
Jan. 7 in Frisco, Texas.

After NDSU defensive 
end Brad Ambrosius 
was called offside on a 
fourth-and-19, the Dukes 
took a 20-17 lead on a 
45-yard fi eld goal from 
Tyler Gray with 11:46 to 
go.

A 25-yard touchdown 
pass from Bryan Schor to 
John Miller with 6:59 left 
made it 27-17.

James Madison 
outgained the Bison 

301-164 total yards in the 
fi rst half. Abdullah had 
175 of those yards and 
his 10-yard touchdown 
reception gave JMU a 
17-0 lead midway through 
the second quarter. Schor 
threw for 242 yards and 
three touchdowns.

The Bison were held 
to a season-low 132 yards 
rushing. Easton Stick was 
19-of-38 passing for 216 
yards with an interception.

THE TAKEAWAY
NORTH DAKOTA 

STATE: The Bison 
suffered their fi rst post-
season defeat since 2010, 
when they lost to Eastern 
Washington 38-31 in over-
time.

JAMES MADISON: 
The Dukes are making their 
fi rst national championship 
appearance since 2004, 
when they beat Montana 
31-21. 

Dynasty ends for 
North Dakota State

College Football

FCS Semifi nals

ND State

17

JMU

27

DAVIS  ORCHARDS
Apples & Pears

Sunday - Friday 9am - 5pm
53285 Appleton Road

Milton Freewater, Oregon
One mile west on Appleton

541-938-7093

Things to Eat 435 Things to Eat 435 MILTON-FREEWATER-$114,900
2BDM home w/great country
feel! New roof, flooring, paint.
Storage shed, greenhouse, and
oversized garage/shop features
a large bonus room above. Molly
541-969-4188 #16074283

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

MEACHAM - $159,950
64231 MAIN ST. NEWER
TRIPLE WIDE WITH 3 BDRM,
2BATH, BEAUTIFUL DECKS,
LOTS OF STORAGE. CALL KAL
RMLS #15074859

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

COLLEGE VIEW - $239,000
Fabulous  4 bd, 3 ba townhomek
with top of North Main views.
Featuring high-end finishes, satin
nickel fixtures, granite
countertops, solid doors vaulted
ceilings, detailed molding. Call
Matt Vogler MLS 16221871

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Homes for Sale 100

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Homes for Sale 100

CURRENT LOW Inventory is
providing a good time to sell! Call
Matt Vogler (The Weekend and
After Hours Realtor) to receive a
Fee Comparative Market
Analysis specific to your home.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special Financing Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

BLUE JEANS REALTY.
Residential, Commercial,
Mountain properties. Call us
today to sell your home or buy
your new property.
“Our office is wherever you are”

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

541-379-8690

Homes for Sale 100

Email or Call Terri or Dayle
classifieds@

eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF

PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

AUSTRALIA ARE you ready to
go Down Under April 2017? Now
taking adventurers Call Kerry
541-377-6855 to sign up by Nov.
30 for an Escorted Tour-
Rainforest, the Wildlife, the
Outback, the Great Barrier Reed-
15 days of exploring and fun.

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

Special Notices 10

HIT & RUN INFORMATION
NEEDED

Monday @5:30pm a Maroon
Suburban or like vehicle side
swiped my gold GMC pickup
on SW 1st St. by US Bank.

Should have left front and side
damage.

If you see such a vehicle
please notify Pendleton Police
541-276-4411 or call Bruce at
541-377-0510

THANK YOU!

Special Notices 10

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian

3pm the day prior to 
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

Special Notices 10

CLASSIFIED INDEX
003 First Look 125 Homes with Acreage 245 Storage Units 340 Summer Youth Jobs 435 Good Things to Eat
600 Recreational Vehicles 004 Bargain Bin! 135 Lots & Acreage 255 Roommates Wanted 350 Wanted Employment
515 Musical 005 Lost & Found 140 Commerical Property 260 Want to Rent 400 Horse and Tack
450 Round-Up 530 Garage Sales- Pendleton 710 Auto Parts 010 Special Notices 150 Real Estate Wanted
302 Statewide Classified 415 Livestock 470 Auctions 535 Garage Sales- Pilot Rock 720 Trucks
155 Out of Area Property for Sale 310 Business Opportunities 420 Feed and Seed 475 Fuel and Heating 540 Garage Sales- Hermiston
740 Trailers 015 Holiday Happenings 200 Rentals 325 Education/ Schools 425 Farm Equipment
485 Miscellaneous 545 Garage Sales- Athena/ Weston 800 Business/ Service Directory 020 Personals 240 Office Space Available
330 Child/ Adult Care 430 Lawn and Garden 490 Household Items 555 Garage Sales- Other 900 Legal Notices
705 Automobiles 445 Pets 335 Employment 500 Antiques 012 Round-Up
100 Homes For Sale 505 Wanted to Buy 100 Homes For Sale

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ east oregonian.com or fax: 541-278-2680

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over Eastern Oregon

EAST OREGONIAN • HERMISTON HERALD • BLUE MOUNTAIN EAGLE • WALLOWA COUNTY CHIEFTAIN

Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication

We accept:
211 S.E. Byers Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

333 E. Main St.

Hermiston, OR 97838

East Oregonian

EAST OREGON

marketplace

WHATEVER YOUʼRE looking
for, donʼt buy until youʼve
checked the Classifieds!

FIND THE home of your dreams
in the Classifieds!


