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Hockey

NHL, players nearing deadline to decide on 2018 Olympics

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

The NHL seems set up
to enjoy hockey without
labor-related headaches for
at least two-plus seasons.
That doesn’t mean it’s a
drama-free league.

A decision must be made
soon about whether the
world’s best hockey players
will be at the Olympics in
South Korea in 14 months.
And there are financial
issues bubbling up among
the players, particularly
when it comes to escrow
and how they believe it has
become a heavy tax on their
salaries.

The collective bargaining
agreement and the Olympics
were tied together recently
by the NHL itself. The
league made an offer, asking
if the Players’ Association
would eliminate its opt-out
option in 2019 and extend
the labor pact three years
through  the  2024-2025
season in exchange for
participating in a sixth
consecutive Olympics.

The union rejected the
idea. The NHL, which has
been stunted by three lock-
outs since 1993, provided a

public spin on why it would
have been good for the
game.

“Most importantly, it
tells the world and our fans
there’s nine years of labor
peace after this season
which we thought would
be a good thing even if
there were things that we
might want to change,”
NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman said at last week’s
board of governors meeting.

NHLPA executive
director Don Fehr said the
league didn’t make a formal
proposal, but floated it as an
option.

“We took it seriously and
ran it by the players and it’s
not something players are
interested in at the moment,”
Fehr  said.  “Hopefully
we will continue to try to
resolve our issues, including
the Olympics.”

The Olympic-related
problems revolve around
travel expenses and insur-
ance because the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
does not plan to pay those
bills, as it has to get NHL
players to the Winter Olym-
pics since 1998. The 10C
spent about $14 million to
cover travel and insurance
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In this Oct. 27, 2016, file photo, Pittsburgh Penguins
center Sidney Crosby (87) skates with the puck during
an NHL hockey game against the New York Islanders,

in Pittsburgh.

for NHL players for the 2014
Olympics in Russia. Even
if interested parties come
up with enough money for
travel and insurance, there’s
no guarantee the league and
union will agree to partic-
ipate in the next Olympics
in part because, according
to Bettman, owners have a
“negative sentiment “ about
it at this point.

Bettman has said a
decision would need to be
made by early January at
the latest, giving the league
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time to create a schedule for
next season with or without
a two-plus week break for
the Olympics. One stake-
holder is trying to stay out
of the fray, acknowledging
the highly anticipated deci-
sion isn’t up to him or the
governing body he leads.

“We will await the NHL
and the NHLPA’s decision
and hope for a positive
result,” International
Ice  Hockey Federation
President Rene Fasel said
Tuesday.
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As for the labor pact, an
emerging issue for players
involves an escrow system
that ensures a 50-50 split
of hockey-related revenues
between the players and
the owners. Players have
16 percent to 18 percent
of their paychecks put in
escrow each season. After
calculations have been made
following recent seasons,
players have ended up losing
about 13 percent of their pay
by getting 3 to 5 percent
of the escrow refunded
from the league. That has
happened in large part
because the U.S. dollar is
worth about 25 percent more
than it was against Canadian
currency five years ago. A
$5.2 billion broadcast deal
with Rogers for national
TV rights in Canada, for
example, is worth a lot less
than it was when that deal
was done in 2013.

“This whole thing then
morphed into a discussion
of the escrow which I'm a
little mystified with because
this system as it works
depends on the escrow,”
Bettman said. “The reason
the cap is set where it is, and
in fact player contracts are
somewhat inflated beyond

what the systems calls for is,
because there’s an escrow to
recapture that extra money.
... If you lowered the cap,
then you would have less
escrow. It’s that simple.”

Here are some other
things of note around the
NHL:

AGELESS WONDER

Jaromir Jagr is closing
in on second place on the
NHL career scoring list. The
44-year-old Florida Panthers
wing has pulled within four
points of Mark Messier, who
had 1,887 points from 1979-
2004. Wayne Gretzky set
an NHL record with 2,857
points.

TURNING 100

The NHL will drop the
puck for its centennial cele-
bration on Jan. 1 in Toronto
where the Maple Leafs will
play the Detroit Red Wings
outdoors. On that day, the
league will begin to share
which players made the list
of the 100 greatest to play
in the NHL, starting with 34
who played predominantly
from 1917-1966. The other
66 players, who played over
the last 50 years for the most
part, will be announced Jan.
27 in Los Angeles during
All-Star weekend.
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taking adventurers Call Kerry
541-377-6855 to sign up by Nov.
30 for an Escorted Tour-
Rainforest, the Wildlife, the
Outback, the Great Barrier Reed-
15 days of exploring and fun.
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Homes for Sale

BLUE JEANS
Residential, Commercial,
Mountain properties. Call us
today to sell your home or buy
your new property.
“Our office is wherever you are”
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special ~ Financing  Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

COLLEGE VIEW - $239,000
Fabulous 4 bd, 3 ba townhomek
with top of North Main views.
Featuring high-end finishes, satin
nickel fixtures, granite
countertops, solid doors vaulted
ceilings, detailed molding. Call
Matt Vogler MLS 16221871
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Matt Vogler (The Weekend and
After Hours Realtor) to receive a
Fee Comparative Market
Analysis specific to your home.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed  that all  dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is

1-800-927-9275.
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Heating & AC [ Painting N Collection Service

HEATING & AIR

CONDITIONING
SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERVICE

®
TRANE

Its Hard To Stop A Trane

LENNOX Heat Pumps
=== Furnaces

THEWS SHEET METAL
541-276-3751

1816 N.W. 48" St  PENDLETON
EMAIL: thews@thews.com
STATE CONTRS#66036

SARR j
PANTE R
PAINTING GREAT
HOMES FOR 28 YEARS!
Excellent Color Advice
Free Bids

(2009 Business of the year*)

m941-216-9679

CCB#132851 WA LLC#ASHARPLO22QF

Pendleton Chamber of Commerce

Complete Collection Service

INCORPORATETD

* Licensed

* Bonded

* No Collection
* No Fee

461 E. Main Hermiston, OR 97838

(541)289-9107
www.creditsinc.com

Book Store Opportunity

P
BooRk Co.

125 S. Main St.,
Pendleton

541-276-9292

YOUR BUSINESS SHOULD BE HERE!

(S
(WHENTLAND

INSURANCE CENTER, INC.

www.wheatlandins.com

800-243-8918

YOUR
BUSINESS
should be
here! Call
541-278-2670
for details!

TRIPLE WIDE WITH 3 BDRM,
2BATH, BEAUTIFUL DECKS,
LOTS OF STORAGE. CALL KAL
RMLS #15074859
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

MILTON-FREEWATER-$114,900
2BDM home w/great country
feell New roof, flooring, paint.
Storage shed, greenhouse, and
oversized garage/shop features
a large bonus room above. Molly
541-969-4188 #16074283
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com

PENDLETON - $126,000
Amazing Views! 2 bed, 2 bath
w/spacious living room, dining
room, bonus room, utility/craft
room. Slate siding. Patio, garden
space. Dawn 541-310-9563cell.
#16081286
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Propane

© WiD-COLUMBIA O
HWOBILE PROPANE

FREE SWAP-OUTS
Competitive Pricing
Scheduled Deliveries

Budget Payments

Tanks Sold or Rented

541-922-0133

81756 HWY 395 N,
Hermiston OR 97838

Call 541-278-2670 for details!

Victorian home with small rental
home. Lots of improvements
have been made to this home.
Additional lot can be purchased
for $17,000 directly behind
home. Call Cathy for more info
541-215-0103 RMLS #16032038

Garton &

Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $139,900
UNIQUE - This home has 2,288
sf (m/l) & is located on approx
0.38 ac. Huge “gourmet-type”
kitchen, sunken living room &
“stage” for all those entertainers.
Hardwood floors, carpet. Large
garage, lots of parking for RVs,
boats, etc.. MLS# 15033690 Call
Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $149,900
Invest in the Weat! Triplex! Well
established Two 1 bedroom units
& One 2-3 possible bedrooms on
large main floor. Small deck.
Private yard w/garden area &
patio. Off street parking. MLS#
15428504 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $165,000
3bedroom, 1.5 baths wi/office or
den. Updated interior, upgraded
electrical/heating, refinished
hardwood floors. 2107 sf(m/l),
w/full basement. Large vyard,
covered patio. Kevin 541-969-
8243cell #16360289
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $169,900
NEW! Nice 1,1816 sf(m/l) home
on .36 acre. Large country
kitchen, family room. Cozy living
room w/pellet stove & fireplace. 2
(possibly 3) bdrooms, 2 baths.
Great shop, overhead door. RV
parking, garden area.
#16430009 Call Marge Lapp
Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $172,000

Easy care 2214  sf(m/l),

3bedroom100 home  w/huge

family room. Deck, large fenced

backyard, nice neighborhood.

Close to a brand new school.

Cari 541-377-5058cell

#16363128

Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

home. C/A, F/A heat, new gas
water heater. Hardwood floors,
viinyl windows, newer kitchen.
Attic storage, fenced, UGS. Jerry
541-969-6378 cell #16594450
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton - $184,900

Huge Shop! 3bedroom, 2bath.
Kitchen w/cherrywood cabinets,
ceramic tile floors, breakfast
nook. Remodeled 1997, all wiring
updated. Metal roof, vinyl siding.
Marsha 541-377-5152cell.
#16219786

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $212,000

North Hill rambler w/great view!

3bed, 2.5bath, 2067 sqft(m/l)

mid-century home, large corner

lot. 30°X22’ shop/garage,

detached garage. Fenced

backyard, patio. Jeff 541-276-

0021 #16242080

Coldwell Banker Whitney

(541) 276-0021

PENDLETON - $219,000
Beautifully updated 4 bd, 3 ba.
Updated kitchen refinised
hardwood floors, newer windows,
remodeled bathrooms. Storage
Deluxe including office/cradt
room, basement pantry, bonus
room and workshop. Sharp! Call
Matt Vogler MLS 16267013
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

PENDLETON - $81,880

3 or possible 4 bedroom 2
bathhome. Has fireplace, needs
work. RMLS #16048730 Call
Cathy for more info 541-215-
0103

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $99,500

NEW LISTING 3 bdrm, 2ba
manufactured home on nice
North Hill lot. Garden spot, deck,
carport, open floor plan. Come
take a look! RMLS #16573723
Call Kal for more info 541-969-
7358

Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $99,900

Winter Warmth - Cozy and ready
to move in - 2bed w/BONUS
room. Come see. Lots of
features for only  $99,900.
Hardwood floors, Fenced yard

w/garage and workbench area
BUY IT! SELL IT! Outdoor BBQ area, Knotty Pine
laundry w/sink. Central heat &
FIND IT! air. #16562807 Call Kerry 541-
. - 377-6855
East Oregonian Classified TURN HERE REALTY &
1-800-962-2819 arre
(541) 377-6855

Things to Eat 435  Things to Eat 435

DAVIS ORCHARDS
Apples & Pears
Sunday - Friday 9am - 5pm
53285 Appleton Road
Milton Freewater, Oregon
One mile west on Appleton
541-938-7093




