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DELIVERY: Speed is
the deciding factor in most
crashes 1n winter weather
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good tires on her four-wheel
drive Jeep Cherokee Laredo,
and the harshest winter
weather in Pendleton has not
made her sweat. She is from
Hermiston, but after high
school spent a couple years
in Bend, where the average
annual snowfall is about 24
inches, 9 more than what
Pendleton gets.

Other drivers riding their
back bumpers, they said, can
be a greater hassle than slick
roads. Hiatt said she pulls
over to let people pass.

“Be my guest,” she said.
“I'm not going to risk my
vehicle just so they can go the
speed they want to go.”

Neither were big fans of
the city’s use of gravel to
help cars gain traction on the
snowy roads. The pebbles and
grit can be just as much a pain
to drive on as ice, they said.

Elite Taxi owner and
operator Rod Johlke of Pend-
leton also said his business
receives a spike in demand.
The company has six vehicles
rolling, all with studded tires
and front-wheel drives, he
said, and during a snow storm
each driver probably handles
30-40 rides in a 10-hour span.

“I will say we have a crew
of experienced drivers,” he
said. “I would probably feel
really reluctant to allow a
rookie to go out in this.”

Snow days also mean
customers can wait 30
minutes or more before a
ride shows up, and getting
places is going to take longer.
Passenger safety has to come
first, Johlke said, but the
company also must take care
of its vehicles. One driver
sliding off the road creates a
bottleneck for service.

Black ice is about the only
condition Elite Taxi draws
a line on. Johlke said the
risk then is too great, and in
35 years of taxi service the
business has not had a winter
accident that resulted in an
injury.

Though a few cars have
needed help out of a ditch.

That was the case Tuesday
morning for Umatilla County
Fire District 1’s Medic 21
ambulance. Fire chief Scott
Stanton said the crew was on
a run and headed up the hill
at Salmon Point off Highway
730. Thick ice covered the
road.

“They almost made it to
the top of the hill,” Stanton
said, “but when they came
back down, they ended up
skidding and slid off the
road.”

Stanton drove his
command vehicle to help
and found the emergency
hauler teetering on the edge
of steep ditch, its rear wheels
over the embankment and the
passenger side front tire about
a foot off the ice-covered
road.

The ambulance was ready
to roll over.

Amazon makes
first drone
delivery

ATLANTA (AP) —
Drone delivery has begun.
On Dec. 7, a bag of

popcorn, along with
an Amazon Fire TV
stick, left a Cambridge
warehouse in the U.K.
and 13 minutes later,
both were accepted by an
Amazon customer, one of
two who had agreed to be
part of the test program.
A video posted by
Amazon shows a fully
autonomous drone, no
humans involved, taking
off from the warehouse and
flying over fields to deposit
the package just outside the
customer’s home.
Amazon, with drones,
aims to make deliveries
in 30 minutes or less.
Packages must weigh
five pounds or less and
can only be delivered
during the day and
in clear weather. The
Seattle-based company
plans to expand the trial
to hundreds of users.

Stanton said he tried to use
his vehicle’s winch to right
the ambulance, but the effort
did not pan out.

“We had to get a full tow
truck to get them on the road,”
he said.

The wvehicle sustained
minor damage, he said, but
after swift repairs the rig was
ready to go.

Stanton said slide-offs and
the like don’t happen often to
emergency vehicles. Many
have four-wheel drive, he
said, and the fire district also
relies on tire chains. Crews
lay those out ahead of time as
the weather dictates and can
take 20 minutes to wrap them
around tires.

Ambulance and  fire
engine drivers also undergo a
16-hour driving class, he said,
and about every other year
the Oregon Department of
Public Safety Standards and
Training brings out a “skid
avoidance truck” to continue
driver training.

That vehicle, according
to department information, is
a 20,000 pound Ford F-650
crew cab truck with a tire rack
and attachment for pulling
a trailer all inside wheeled
frames to help simulate
dangerous road conditions.

“It’s an amazing prop,”
Stanton said. “A lot of our
drivers have been through
that training, too.”

Stanton said from a
first-responder point of view,
speed is the deciding factor
in most crashes in winter
weather. Sure, a snow storm
can reduce visibility and the
winter means more hours of
darkness, he said, but all of
that adds up to a need to slow
down.

LOAN: Data center project
considering options in obtaining
enough power to run facility
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Patterson estimates it would
cost between $250,000 and
$350,000 — a lack of which
recently prevented a trucking
distribution warehouse from
locating in Pendleton, city
manager Robb Corbett said.

“What the state has told us
time and time again is having
the infrastructure there is
worth much more than a
promise that we’ll build it,”
he said.

North of the airport, the
city’s master plan also calls
for utility extensions for an
unmanned aerial systems
industrial park, but that will
have to wait until the city can
get a separate environmental
assessment for compliance
with the Federal Aviation
Administration, which would
cost an additional $169,825.

Corbett delivered utility
news of a different sort to
the council, giving them an
update on Makad Corp.’s
data center project on Airport
Road.

The city manager said
Makad is still considering its
options in obtaining enough
power to run the facility.

“There’s a  minimum
amount of power that is

available to them, which is
roughly 20 percent of what
the overall build-out of the
data center could be,” he said.
“There’s a path forward for
them to be able to expand, but
even then, they have to make
enhancements to the area. ... [
think the cost, without adding
additional power to the city,
is several million dollars.”

According to Corbett,
Makad is looking at other
options like a natural gas
generator that could supply
power.

“If it’s 2 (megawatts) or
less, (Pacific Power) absorbs
that cost,” Patterson said. “If
you're going for more than
2 (megawatts), they request
financial assistance and a
five-year payback for those
costs. Which is why the data
center is a real struggle. They
need almost three and a half
times more power than is
available right now in the
system.”

Otherwise, Corbett said
Pacific Power has enough
electricity to provide energy
to 90 percent of Airport
Road’s future demand.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0836.
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Trump tells anxious tech leaders:
‘We’re here to help’

NEW YORK (AP) — President-elect Donald Trump,
who faced fierce opposition from some Silicon Valley
leaders during the election campaign, strove to assure the
titans of tech on Wednesday that his administration is “here
to help you folks do well.”

Trump, still savoring his election victory, convened a
summit at Trump Tower for nearly a dozen tech leaders,
whose industry largely supported Democratic nominee
Hillary Clinton. Many in the industry are worried that
Trump will stifle innovation, curb the hiring of computer-
savvy immigrants and infringe on consumers’ digital

He immediately tried to allay those fears.

“We want you to keep going with the incredible
innovation. Anything we can do to help this go on, we
will be there for you,” Trump said. “You’ll call my people,
you’ll call me. We have no formal chain of command
around here.”

The CEOs who filled the table in Trump’s 25th floor
conference room included Apple’s Tim Cook, Alphabet’s
Larry Page, Google’s Eric Schmidt, Microsoft’s Satya
Nadella, Amazon’s Jeff Bezos, Tesla’s Elon Musk, IBM’s
Ginni Rometty, Oracle’s Safra Catz and Cisco Systems’
Chuck Robbins. Facebook’s chief operating officer, Sheryl
Sandberg, attended instead of its CEO, Mark Zuckerberg,
who is one of many tech executives who have expressed
misgivings about Trump’s pledge to deport millions of
immigrants who are in the country illegally.

BRIEFLY

Energy Department

Perry would bring oil industry ties to

WASHINGTON (AP) — Rick Perry, President-elect
Donald Trump’s choice for energy secretary, has close
ties to the Texas oil industry and corporate roles in two
petroleum companies pushing for government approval of

the proposed 1,200-mile crude oil pipeline that has stoked

mass protests in North

Dakota.

Perry’s current position as board director at Energy
Transfer Partners LP and also at Sunoco Logistics Partners
LP, which jointly developed the controversial Dakota
Access Pipeline project, is a strong indicator of the
pro-oil industry sentiment that will likely take root at the

Energy Department under his oversight. The former Texas
governor is close to Texas energy industry executives, and

his political campaigns, including two failed presidential
bids, benefited substantially from their donations.

Perry would not have authority to intervene directly after
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ decision last month to

delay the pipeline to allow talks with the Standing Rock

Sioux and other project opponents. The Army will decide
whether to grant an easement near the Sioux reservation in
North Dakota, and the departments of Energy, Interior and
Justice and the Environmental Protection Agency have had
lesser supporting roles.
Trump announced his choice of Perry on Wednesday,

calling him “one of the most successful governors in
modern history, having led Texas through a sustained
period of economic growth and prosperity by developing

the state’s energy resources and infrastructure.”
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