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Golf

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

NASSAU, Bahamas — 
Not only did Tiger Woods 
return to golf Thursday, he 
returned to being Tiger.

Just not for long.
Hardly looking like a 

player who had not competed 
in 466 days, Woods ran off 
three straight birdies with a 
variety of shots and was tied 
for the lead in the Hero World 
Challenge as he approached 
the turn.

Three shots in the bushes, 
one shot in the water and 
a few fits of anger sent him 
toward the bottom of the 
pack. A pair of double bogeys 
over the final three holes 
ruined an otherwise impres-
sive return, and Woods shot 
40 on the back nine at Albany 
Golf Club and had to settle 
for a 1-over 73.

He was in 17th place in 
the 18-man field. Only Justin 
Rose had a higher score.

Even so, Woods has 
reason to be encouraged. 
After taking off 15 months 
to recover from two back 

surgeries, he felt no pain or 
limitations. His misses were 
not big, just costly. And he 
was playing again.

“It could have been some-
thing really good,” Woods 
said. “I got off to a nice, solid 
start and made a few mistakes 
there. I didn’t play the par 5s 
very well in the middle part of 
the round and consequently, 
got it going the wrong way. 
... But all in all, I feel pretty 
good. I’m looking forward to 
another three more days.”

He was nine shots behind 
J.B. Holmes, who opened 
with an 8-under 64 and 
had a one-shot lead over 
Hideki Matsuyama, with 
U.S. Open champion Dustin 
Johnson at 66.

Curiosity was greater than 
expectations for Woods, who 
was coming off the longest 
hiatus of his golfing life. 
Plagued by back problems 
since 2013 when he was No. 
1 in the world, he finally shut 
it down after tying for 10th in 
the Wyndham Championship 
on Aug. 23, 2015, and then 
going through two back 
surgeries.

He was in so much pain 
last year there were times he 
wondered he had played his 
last tournament.

With high anticipation, he 
tugged his opening tee shot 
into the rough on the left edge 
of a bunker and gouged that out 
to 15 feet for par. Just like that, 
it all started to feel as though 
he had never been away.

“By the time I hit my tee 

shot on the second hole, I had 
already gotten into the flow 
of the round,” Woods said. 
“That’s something that for 
me, when I’ve taken layoffs 
and taken breaks, it’s how 
quickly can I find the feel of 
the round? To not play in 15, 
16 months and get it on the 
second hole is nice.”

He also knew that with 
only a stiff tropical wind 

behind him on three of the 
par 5s, scores would be low.

For a short time, Woods 
seemed up to the task. He hit 
a 5-iron from 231 yards just 
over the green and passed 
his first test, a 30-yard pitch-
and-run and that checked 
slightly and rolled out to a 
few feet from the hole for 
a birdie . He faced a more 
difficult pitch up the slope on 
the next hole and hit a chunk-
and-run to 3 feet.

His confidence kept 
building — the flop shot 
from 40 yards to 5 feet for 
birdie on the par-5 sixth, the 
wedge to 5 feet for birdie on 
the seventh, and a 6-iron he 
struck so well on the par-3 
eighth that he was asking for 
perfection. “One yard! One 
yard!” he said as the ball was 
in the air, and then settled 2 
feet away.

At that point he was tied 
with Holmes.

But he flubbed a pitch 
on the par-5 ninth and made 
bogey. Two holes later, he 
flared an iron from the sandy 
waste area into a bush and 
had to take a penalty shot, 

making another bogey on 
a par 5. Woods was still 
hanging around in the middle 
of the pack when he hit 7-iron 
to 12 feet on the par-5 15th 
and two-putted for birdie.

And then it all fell apart.
Froom the middle of the 

16th fairway, he pulled his 
approach and dropped the 
club as it sailed into a bush. 
He had to play that backward 
to the fairway, pitched a 
wedge some 30 feet by and 
made double bogey. And 
then on the 18th, he pulled 
his driver and immediately 
slammed the club into the turf 
as he watched for the splash.

His pitch hit the pin — it 
was too strong, anyway — 
and he missed from 20 feet 
for another bogey.

“Just made some really 
silly mistakes, mistakes 
I don’t normally make,” 
Woods said. “But I haven’t 
played in a while. Unfortu-
nately, I made those mistakes. 
I can clean that up. We’ve 
got three more days. Wind 
is supposed to pump on the 
weekend, and I’ll be playing 
a little bit better.”

Tiger Woods returns with mixed bag and a 73
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Tiger Woods wipes his face as he prepares to putt on 
the 10th hole during the first round at the Hero World 
Challenge golf tournament, Thursday, Dec. 1, 2016, in 
Nassau, Bahamas. Woods is one-over-par for the round. 

MLB

By RONALD BLUM
Associated Press

NEW YORK — The 
Los Angeles Dodgers, Latin 
American teenagers and 
Cubans approaching their 
mid-20s were losers in base-
ball’s new labor contract, 
which includes stiffer penal-
ties for high-spending teams 
and a hard cap on signing 
bonuses for international 
amateurs.

The Oakland Athletics 
also came up short, with 
the team’s ability to receive 
revenue-sharing money to 
be trimmed in stages and 
eliminated in 2020.

Mid-tier free agents were 
winners, with management 
agreeing teams will no longer 
forfeit first-round draft picks 

for signing players who turn 
down qualifying offers. But 
top-tier free agents could 
wind up as losers if potential 
bidders back off because of 
the steeper tax for exceeding 
the payroll threshold.

Players and owners 
agreed to the five-year 
deal Wednesday, subject 
to ratification, and details 
were provided by several 
people familiar with the 
negotiations who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because the sides had not yet 
released specifics.

The luxury tax threshold, 
which was $178 million in 
2011 and $189 million this 
year, will rise to $210 million 
by 2021. That represents an 
18 percent rise over a decade, 
well below the rate of increase 

in baseball’s revenue.
And the highest tax 

bracket will rise, with two 
levels of new surtaxes.

The Dodgers’ luxury-tax 
payroll this year was about 
$256 million, down from a 
record $297 million last year, 
leaving them on track to owe 
a tax of approximately $34 
million — a 50 percent rate 
assesses on the amount over 
the threshold.

If the new rules were fully 
implemented this year, they 
would pay $41,825,000: a 
base tax of $30.5 million (50 
percent of the amount above 
$195 million), a surtax of 
$2.4 million (12 percent of 
the $20 million-$40 million 
amount over the threshold) 
and a second surtax of 
$8,925,000 (42.5 percent 

of the amount above $40 
million).

However, the new rules 
transition in next year and 
don’t have a full impact until 
2018.

While management failed 
to gain the international draft 
it wanted, players did agree 
to a hard cap on international 
signings, which eliminates 
deals such as Yoan Monca-
da’s $31.5 million signing 
bonus with Boston in 2015. 
The signing pool limit will be 
$4.75 million for the signing 
period that begins July 2. The 
pool rises to $5.25 million 
for teams with competitive 
balance round A draft picks 
and $5.75 million for clubs 
with round B selections.

Eight teams have spent 
more than $4.75 million in 

the current signing season, 
led by San Diego at $34.6 
million (plus a $31.3 million 
tax) and Atlanta at $15.6 
million (plus an $11.1 
million tax). Because of the 
new limits, teams that had 
tentative deals in place with 
15-year-old Latin players 
that were set to be finalized 
next summer could be forced 
to back out.

Players who left Cuba 
also are impacted by the 
changes. Under the old rules, 
Cubans didn’t count against 
a team’s signing bonus pool 
if they were at least 23 and 
played in a professional 
league for at least five 
seasons. Because of that, 
Lourdes Gourriel waited 
until after his 23rd birthday 
last month to finalize a $22 

million, seven-year contract 
with Toronto.

Under the new deal, the 
age is raised to 25 — which 
would reduce the amount 
spent on Cubans who are 
younger.

Oakland has been a 
special case when it comes 
to baseball’s revenue-sharing 
plan. The old collective 
bargaining agreement 
disqualified teams in the 
15 largest markets from 
receiving revenue sharing 
funds but also stated the A’s 
will remain eligible as long 
as their ballpark situation 
was unresolved. The new 
deal cuts the team’s revenue 
share receipts to 75 percent 
next year, 50 percent in 
2018 and 25 percent in 2019 
before eliminating it entirely.

Dodgers, Latin American players losers in MLB labor deal

PENDLETON - $169,900
NEW! Nice 1,1816 sf(m/l) home
on .36 acre. Large country
kitchen, family room. Cozy living
room w/pellet stove & fireplace. 2
(possibly 3) bdrooms, 2 baths.
Great shop, overhead door. RV
parking, garden area.
#16430009  Call Marge Lapp

Pendleton 
Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

PENDLETON - $152,000 
3 bdrm 2 1/2 bath. 2028 sqft.
Two car garage. Fenced yard.
Central gas heat. Large family
room. MLS #16413663
“Our office is wherever you are”

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

541-379-8690

PENDLETON - $139,900
Reduced $10,000-North Hill
Home. 1714sf(m/l), 3bedrooms,
2baths. Formal dining, breakfast
room. Unfinished attic with
dormers. 1490sf(m/l) of
unfinished basement.
Garage/patio. Vicki 541-969-
9441cell.  #16432857

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale 100

PENDLETON - $129,000 
Bring an Offer! 3 bdrm, 1 bath
Victorian home with small rental
home. Lots of improvements
have been made to this home.
Additional lot can be purchased
for $17,000 directly behind
home. Call Cathy for more info
541-215-0103 RMLS #16032038

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

PENDLETON - $118,000
3bdrm, 1.5ba, 1759 sqft (m/l)
w/city view. Large stone
fireplace, spiral staircase. All
appliances including
washer/dryer. New exterior paint,
H2O tank, tool shed. Marsha
541-377-5152cell #16104609

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

OVER 1200 Homes 
For Sale

eastoregonrealestate.com

CURRENT LOW Inventory is
providing a good time to sell! Call
Matt Vogler (The Weekend and
After Hours Realtor) to receive a
Fee Comparative Market
Analysis specific to your home.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Homes for Sale 100

MILTON-FREEWATER-$114,900
2BDM home w/great country
feel! New roof, flooring, paint.
Storage shed, greenhouse, and
oversized garage/shop features
a large bonus room above. Molly
541-969-4188 #16074283

Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

MEACHAM - $159,950
64231 MAIN ST. NEWER
TRIPLE WIDE WITH 3 BDRM,
2BATH, BEAUTIFUL DECKS,
LOTS OF STORAGE. CALL KAL
RMLS #15074859

Garton & 
Associates

(541) 276-0931

Pendleton-Reduced Now Just
$172,900!! MOTIVATED! -
GREAT LOCATION!! 4
bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
MLS#15032837 CALL:MARGE
LAPP

Pendleton 
Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

Homes for Sale 100

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

COLLEGE VIEW - $239,000
Fabulous  4 bd, 3 ba townhomek
with top of North Main views.
Featuring high-end finishes, satin
nickel fixtures, granite
countertops, solid doors vaulted
ceilings, detailed molding. Call
Matt Vogler MLS 16221871

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Homes for Sale 100

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.
Available on Short Notice,
Special Financing Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

BLUE JEANS REALTY.
Residential, Commercial,
Mountain properties. Call us
today to sell your home or buy
your new property.
“Our office is wherever you are”

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

541-379-8690

Homes for Sale 100

Email or Call Terri or Dayle
classifieds@

eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF

PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing
for multiple days. Thank you!

Special Notices 10

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian

3pm the day prior to 
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

AUSTRALIA ARE you ready to
go Down Under April 2017? Now
taking adventurers Call Kerry
541-377-6855 to sign up by Nov.
30 for an Escorted Tour-
Rainforest, the Wildlife, the
Outback, the Great Barrier Reed-
15 days of exploring and fun.

TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL

(541) 377-6855

Special Notices 10

REWARD
$500

For the backhoe bucket stolen
last week from corner of Punkin
Center Rd & Sunshine.

Call 541-720-0317

Lost & Found 5

Reach the buyer
you're looking for

with a low cost, effec-
tive classified ad.

BUY IT! SELL IT!
FIND IT!

East Oregonian Classified

1-800-962-2819

CLASSIFIED INDEX
003 First Look 125 Homes with Acreage 245 Storage Units 340 Summer Youth Jobs 435 Good Things to Eat
600 Recreational Vehicles 004 Bargain Bin! 135 Lots & Acreage 255 Roommates Wanted 350 Wanted Employment
515 Musical 005 Lost & Found 140 Commerical Property 260 Want to Rent 400 Horse and Tack
450 Round-Up 530 Garage Sales- Pendleton 710 Auto Parts 010 Special Notices 150 Real Estate Wanted
302 Statewide Classified 415 Livestock 470 Auctions 535 Garage Sales- Pilot Rock 720 Trucks
155 Out of Area Property for Sale 310 Business Opportunities 420 Feed and Seed 475 Fuel and Heating 540 Garage Sales- Hermiston
740 Trailers 015 Holiday Happenings 200 Rentals 325 Education/ Schools 425 Farm Equipment
485 Miscellaneous 545 Garage Sales- Athena/ Weston 800 Business/ Service Directory 020 Personals 240 Office Space Available
330 Child/ Adult Care 430 Lawn and Garden 490 Household Items 555 Garage Sales- Other 900 Legal Notices
705 Automobiles 445 Pets 335 Employment 500 Antiques 012 Round-Up
100 Homes For Sale 505 Wanted to Buy 100 Homes For Sale

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ east oregonian.com or fax: 541-278-2680

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over Eastern Oregon

EAST OREGONIAN • HERMISTON HERALD • BLUE MOUNTAIN EAGLE • WALLOWA COUNTY CHIEFTAIN

Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication

We accept:
211 S.E. Byers Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

333 E. Main St.

Hermiston, OR 97838

East Oregonian
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marketplace


