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Nall carries Oregon State to Civil War victory

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

CORVALLIS — Ryan Nall
was 10 years old the last time
the Beavers beat the Ducks in
the Civil War rivalry game.

So that made Saturday’s
34-24 Oregon State victory all
the more sweet for the soph-
omore tailback, who finished
with 155 yards rushing and
four touchdowns. The win
snapped an eight-game losing
streak for the Beavers in the
long-running series.

“To be a part of our first
win in such a long time, it’s
truly an amazing feeling,”
said Nall, an Oregon native. “I
can’t believe it.”

Marcus McMaryion threw
for 101 yards and another
score as the Beavers finished
their second season under
coach Gary Andersen at 4-8

overall and 3-6 in the Pac-12.

Afterward, fans stormed
the field at Reser Stadium
and someone hoisted up Nall
in victory.

“All of the sudden I’'m in
the air,” he said. “I was just
taking in that moment. It was
amazing.”

Oregon (4-8, 2-7) will end
its disappointing season in the
basement of the Pac-12 North,
a dramatic fall for a team that
just two seasons ago played
in the first College Football
Playoff championship game.

True  freshman  Justin
Herbert, starting in his seventh
game after taking over for
graduate  transfer Dakota
Prukop, threw for 180 yards
and a touchdown for the
Ducks, who won’t play in the
postseason for the first time
since 2004. Royce Freeman,
who had seen mention as a
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preseason Heisman candidate,
ran for 106 yards.

Afterward, Ducks coach
Mark Helfrich was asked
about his job security.

“Nobody’s job is safe in
college football,” he said.
“That’s just the nature of the
beast.”

Oregon was boosted
going into the Civil War by
a 30-28 upset of then-No. 11
Utah last weekend, a win that
momentarily silenced talk
about Helfrich’s future. The
victory was sealed by Justin
Herbert’s touchdown pass to
Darren Carrington with two
seconds left.

The Beavers had
momentum, too, coming
off a 42-17 victory over
Arizona at Reser Stadium
last Saturday night.

Oregon State opened the
scoring on Nall’s 12-yard
touchdown run. The Ducks
answered on the next series
with Tony Brooks-James’
3-yard TD run, then pulled
ahead on receiver Jalen
Brown’s reverse pass to
Carrington for a 33-yard
touchdown.

The  Beavers  pulled
even at 14 on McMaryion’s
6-yard pass to Ricky Ortiz.
McMaryion was pressed into
duty as a starter for the Beavers
earlier this season after both
Darell Garretson and backup
Conor Blount were injured.

The Ducks were efficient
to start the second half, taking
the lead on Herbert’s 23-yard

touchdown pass to Charles
Nelson. Aidan Schneider’s
46-yard field goal extended
the lead for the Ducks.

But then the rain started
coming down hard and the
Beavers turned almost exclu-
sively to running the ball,
at one point running on 21
straight plays.

Nall scored on a 14-yard
run to narrow it for the
Beavers, then added a 6-yard
touchdown with 9:40 left in
the game. His fourth, a 2-yard
dash, came with just under two
minutes to go. Nall finished the
season with 14 touchdowns
despite being hampered by a
foot injury.

It was his fourth game
this season with 100 or more
yards.

“Ryan is a workhorse,”
Andersen said. “You keep
pounding the ball, good things

are going to happen.”

Herbert appeared to
connect with Johnny Mundt
in the end zone with 41
seconds to go, but Mundt
dropped the ball, ending the
Ducks’ last chance.

“We knew we were going
to win,” Beavers safety Devin
Chappell said.

“Definitely,” added corner-
back Treston Decoud.

It was the first sellout at
Reser Stadium since the 2014

Civil War.
PLAYERS WEIGH IN:
Freeman said the Ducks

player want to see Helfrich
return, and they believe he
can return the team to national
prominence.

“He’s done a lot of great
things here,” Freeman said.
“A lot of positivity coming
from him, and the players
feed off that.”

Beavers make more progress
in Andersen’s second year

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

CORVALLIS With
a victory — finally — over
rival Oregon in the Civil
War, the Oregon State
Beavers took a meaningful
step in their evolution under
coach Gary Andersen.

The Beavers finished
4-8 overall, a two-game
improvement  over last
season, and won three Pac-12
games after going winless in
the conference last year.

But perhaps the most
positive indicator of where
the Beavers are going came
when they snapped an eight-
game losing streak to the
Ducks. Already out of post-
season contention — it was
essentially Oregon State’s
bowl game — the team was
both tough and persistent.

“This is a big, big state-
ment for us to be able to get
ourselves back in a position
to grow as a football team
and football  program,”
Andersen said.

The Beavers rallied from
a 24-14 third-quarter deficit
with three straight touch-
down runs from sophomore
tailback Ryan Nall, appropri-
ately nicknamed “Wrecking
Nall,” to win it 34-24 .

Nall finished the game
with four touchdowns, most
for a Beaver since Jacquizz
Rodgers ran for three and
caught  another  against

Washington in 2010. Steven
Jackson had the last game with
four rushing TDs in 2003.

Nall, a native Oregonian
who played at Portland’s
Central Catholic High School,
was named the Pac-12 offen-
sive player of the week for the
effort. He finished the season
with 951 yards rushing and 13
touchdowns on the ground,
and also caught a pair of TD
passes. He had four 100-yard
rushing games.

It was the second straight
victory for Oregon State,
which also beat Arizona
42-17 at home a week before
the season finale. It was the
first time since 2013 that the
Beavers had won consecu-
tive conference games.

For senior left tackle Sean
Harlow, it was the perfect
way to end his college career.

“That one has a little extra
something special to it,”
Harlow said after the Civil
War win. “To be able to get
one last one, a home game
in our place against them of
all people, and to run the ball
physically and force our will
on them all game — there’s
nothing better.”

And they did it despite
numerous key injuries.

The Beavers lost starting
quarterback Darell Garretson
midway through the season
to a broken ankle. Backup
Conor Blount injured his
knee in the same game —
essentially thrusting soph-
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omore Marcus McMaryion
into the starting role for the
Beavers’ final six games.

McMaryion threw for
1,286 yards and 10 touch-
downs, but also threw five
interceptions. Five of those
touchdown passes came in
the victory over Arizona.

Sophomore receiver
Seth Collins, arguably the
most dynamic player on the
Beavers’ offense, missed
the final two games with a
serious illness that put him
in the hospital for nearly
two weeks. The nature of
the illness was not disclosed
because of privacy rules.

Collins, the Beavers’
former quarterback, had 36
catches for 418 yards and
a touchdown this season
before falling ill. He was
named an honorary captain
for the Civil War.

Beavers’” H-back Noah
Togiai was lost early this
season with a knee injury,
while outside linebacker
Bright Ugwoegbu, the team’s
top pass rusher, was lost late
in the season to an ankle
injury. In all, the Beavers lost
15 players to season-ending
injuries this year.

“They got knocked down a
lot but the battled and got back
up and all of a sudden you have
some good things happen to
you, it’s absolutely got to help
your growth and your program
and it should help recruiting,
t00,” Andersen said.
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Disappointing season provides
few bright spots for Ducks

By ANNE M. PETERSON
Associated Press

EUGENE Oregon’s
run as one of the nation’s elite
teams came crashing to a halt
this season.

Now the question is, was
the year just an anomaly?

The Ducks, who just two
seasons ago were playing
in the first College Football
Playoff championship game,
wrapped up a season to forget
with a 34-24 loss to the Oregon
State Beavers in the 120th
Civil War. The loss snapped
an eight-game winning streak
in the series.

It was one of many streaks
that would fall this season.
Oregon finished 4-8 overall
and at the bottom of the
Pac-12 North standings at
2-7 — snapping a run of nine
straight winning seasons in
conference play.

The final loss meant that
Oregon wouldn’t be making
a postseason appearance for
the first time since 2004. The
Ducks had finished every
season ranked in the AP Top
25 since 2007.

It also threw coach Mark
Helfrich’s future with the
team in doubt, as well as the
direction of the program. Just
moments after the Ducks
left the field at Oregon State,
Helfrich was asked about his
job security.

“Nobody’s job is safe in
college football,” he said.
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“That’s just the nature of
the beast.”

Oregon hasn’t fired a head
coach since 1976 when Don
Read was let go after three
seasons.

At the final media avail-
ability of the season, the
morning after the Civil War
loss, Helfrich said he had
called athletic director Rob
Mullens to inquire about his
status. The two were going to
meet this week.

Helfrich tried to be posi-
tive, but conceded it was out
of his control.

“We needed to win more
games this year and I get that,”
he said. “There are a lot of
factors involved there but all
that stuff is up for debate and
determination by people that
aren’t me. I think we’ve got
a great team coming back, a
very talented team coming
back, and that’s exciting.”

The Ducks started the
season with promise, ranked
No. 24 in the preseason AP
poll. For the second straight
season, Oregon brought in an
experienced graduate transfer at
quarterback — this time Dakota
Prukop from Montana State.

The Ducks also hired a
new defensive coordinator,
former  Michigan  coach
Brady Hoke, who installed
a 4-3 scheme. Matt Lubick
was promoted from within
to replace departed offensive
coordinator Scott Frost, and
David Yost was named quar-

Her

terbacks coach.

The defense appeared
shaky but the Ducks nonethe-
less won their first two games,
against UC Davis and Virginia.
A 35-32 loss at Nebraska
started a five-game slide — the
longest for the Ducks in 20
years — which finally ended
at home with a 54-35 victory
over Arizona State on Oct. 29.

While mired in the losing
streak, the Ducks benched
Prukop in favor of freshman
Justin Herbert, who in the end
was one of the few bright spots
in an otherwise dismal season.

Herbert’s first start was
a daunting one, against No.
5 Washington. The Huskies
routed the Ducks 70-21 to snap
a 12-game losing streak in the
series. But Herbert would go
on to finish the season ranked
fourth on Oregon’s all-time
list for completion percentage
at 63.5 percent. He threw for
1,936 yards and 19 touch-
downs with four interceptions
in nine appearances.

Junior Royce Freeman,
mentioned as a Heisman
Trophy hopeful at the start
of the season, rushed for 945
yards and nine touchdowns
but was slowed by injury. A
possible NFL draft prospect,
Freeman said after the Civil
War that he had not made a
decision on whether to return
for another college season.

Oregon didn’t lead the
Pac-12 in rushing for the first
time in 10 seasons.
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AUSTRALIA ARE you ready to
go Down Under April 20177 Now
taking adventurers Call Kerry
541-377-6855 to sign up by Nov.
30 for an Escorted Tour-
Rainforest, the Wildlife, the
Outback, the Great Barrier Reed-
15 days of exploring and fun.

TURN HERE REALTY &

TRAVEL
(541) 377-6855

Reach the
buyer you’re
looking for
with a low
cost, effective
classified ad.
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3pm the day prior to
publication
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10am Tuesday
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD
ON THE FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to make any
necessary correction, we cannot
be responsible for errors appearing

for multiple days. Thank you!

Personals 20

Email or Call Terri or Dayle
classifieds@
eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2619
to place your
classified ad!!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise any preference,
limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or an intention to make any
such preference, limitation, or
discrimination."  Familial  status
includes children under the age of
18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women, and
people securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby
informed  that  all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

BUY IT! SELL IT!
FIND IT!

East Oregonian Classified

1-800-962-2819

today to sell your home or buy
your new property.

“Our office is wherever you are”
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
541-379-8690

CALL THE “Weekend & After
Hours Realtor” to view homes
at a convenient time for you.

Available on Short Notice,
Special  Financing  Program
Information! Call Matt Vogler,

541.377.9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Pendleton-Reduced Now Just
$172,900!! MOTIVATED! -
GREAT LOCATION!! 4
bedrooms, 3 bath located near
new hospital, lab, school &
restaurants. Hardwood floors,
dining area, large carpeted family
room addition. Newer roof, AC
etc. Covered patio, fenced yard.
MLS#15032837 CALL:MARGE
LAPP

Pendleton
Southgate Realty
(541) 276-1957

Reach the buyer
you're looking for
with a low cost, effec-
tive classified ad.

Featuring high-end finishes, satin
nickel fixtures, granite
countertops, solid doors vaulted
ceilings, detailed molding. Call
Matt Vogler MLS 16221871
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

MEACHAM - $159,950
64231 MAIN ST. NEWER
TRIPLE WIDE WITH 3 BDRM,
2BATH, BEAUTIFUL DECKS,
LOTS OF STORAGE. CALL KAL
RMLS #15074859
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

MILTON-FREEWATER-$114,900
2BDM home w/great country
feell New roof, flooring, paint.
Storage shed, greenhouse, and
oversized garage/shop features
a large bonus room above. Molly
541-969-4188 #16074283
Coldwell Banker Whitney
(541) 276-0021

OVER 1200 Homes
For Sale
eastoregonrealestate.com



