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I
n the days following the 
Dec. 7, 1941, attack on 
Pearl Harbor by Japanese 

forces, tensions were 
understandably heightened 
on the Pacifi c Coast. Even 
before the fateful attack, 
cities like Portland staged 
practice blackouts to prepare 
citizens for a possible attack 
on U.S. soil.

Pendleton staged a 
15-minute blackout trial 
run on Dec. 10 to judge the 
speed at which Pendleton 
could plunge itself into total 
darkness. The downtown 
fi re siren and the whistle 
at Harris Pine Mills gave 
two fi ve-minute-long blasts 
at 7:30 p.m. to signal the 
blackout, and within three 
minutes virtually 100 
percent of the city had gone 
dark. Mayor C.L. Lieuallen 
revealed that only 30 people 
out of a population of about 
12,000 had to be warned 
by wardens to turn out their 
lights.

From nearby hills, 
observers commented that 
the blackout was so quick 
and complete that it looked 
as if the city had dropped 
into an abyss. But cars 
approaching Pendleton 
ringed the blacked-out 

town, and even though 
drivers were required to 
turn out their headlights 
when entering the city 
limits, offi cials admitted 
it was an issue that would 
require further thought. 
Blue cellophane placed over 
headlights did little to mask 
them, lighting up the street 
for several blocks, and even 
a carelessly lit match or the 
burning end of a cigarette 
stood out like a beacon.

Pendleton residents took 
pride in the success of the 
blackout practice, even 
chastising their neighbors 
when lights were not snuffed 
promptly. And the only two 
people who gave wardens 
an argument about turning 
off their lights were said to 
be under investigation “to 
determine whether or not 
they are good Americans.”

The blackout ended at 
7:45 p.m. when street lights 
were turned on as a signal 
that the practice run was 
over.
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OUT OF THE VAULT

Today is the 331st day of 
2016. There are 35 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Nov. 26, 1941, U.S. 
Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull delivered a note to 
Japan’s ambassador to the 
United States, Kichisaburo 
Nomura, setting forth U.S. 
demands for “lasting and 
extensive peace throughout 
the Pacifi c area.” The 
same day, a Japanese naval 
task force consisting of 
six aircraft carriers left 
the Kuril Islands, headed 
toward Hawaii.

On this date:
In 1789, Americans 

observed a day of thanks-
giving set aside by President 
George Washington to mark 
the adoption of the Consti-
tution of the United States.

In 1864, English 
mathematician and writer 
Charles Dodgson presented 
a handwritten and illus-
trated manuscript, “Alice’s 
Adventures Under Ground,” 
to his 12-year-old friend 
Alice Pleasance Liddell; 
the book was later turned 
into “Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland.”

In 1933, a judge in 
New York ruled the James 
Joyce book “Ulysses” was 
not obscene and could be 
published in the United 
States.

In 1942, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 
ordered nationwide gasoline 
rationing, beginning Dec. 1. 
The Warner Bros. motion 
picture “Casablanca,” 
starring Humphrey Bogart 
and Ingrid Bergman, had its 
world premiere at the Holly-
wood Theater in New York.

In 1944, a month and a 
day following her Carnegie 
Hall recital, New York 
socialite and self-styled 
soprano Florence Foster 
Jenkins died at age 76.

In 1950, China entered 
the Korean War, launching 
a counteroffensive against 
soldiers from the United 
Nations, the U.S. and South 
Korea.

In 1965, France 
launched its fi rst satellite, 
the 92-pound Asterix, into 
orbit.

In 1973, President 
Richard Nixon’s personal 
secretary, Rose Mary 

Woods, told a federal court 
that she’d accidentally 
caused part of the 18-1/2-
minute gap in a key Water-
gate tape.

In 1976, the Sex Pistols’ 
debut single, “Anarchy in 
the U.K.,” was released by 
EMI.

In 1986, President 
Ronald Reagan appointed 
a commission headed by 
former Senator John Tower 
to investigate his National 
Security Council staff in 
the wake of the Iran-Contra 
affair.

In 1990, Japanese busi-
ness giant Matsushita Elec-
tric Industrial Co. agreed to 
acquire MCA Corp., owner 
of Universal Studios, for 
$6.6 billion.

In 1991, the Stars and 
Stripes were lowered for the 
last time at Clark Air Base in 
the Philippines as the United 
States abandoned one of its 
oldest and largest overseas 
installations, which was 
damaged by a volcano.

Today’s Birthdays: 
Impressionist Rich Little is 
78. Singer Tina Turner is 
77. Singer Jean Terrell is 72. 
Pop musician John McVie is 
71. Actress Marianne Muel-
lerleile is 68. Actor Scott 
Jacoby is 60. Actress Jamie 
Rose is 57. Country singer 
Linda Davis is 54. Actor 
Scott Adsit is 51. Blues 
singer-musician Bernard 
Allison is 51. Country sing-
er-musician Steve Grisaffe 
is 51. Actress Kristin Bauer 
is 43. Actor Peter Facinelli 
is 43. Actress Tammy Lynn 
Michaels Etheridge is 42. 
DJ/record label executive 
DJ Khaled is 41. Actress 
Maia Campbell is 40. 
Country singer Joe Nichols 
is 40. Contemporary Chris-
tian musicians Randy and 
Anthony Armstrong (Red) 
are 38. Actress Jessica 
Bowman is 36. Pop singer 
Natasha Bedingfi eld is 35. 
Country singer-musician 
Mike Gossin (Gloriana 
Rock) is 32. Rock musician 
Ben Wysocki (The Fray) is 
32. Singer Lil Fizz is 31. 
Singer Aubrey Collins is 29.

Thought for Today: 
“Better to trust the man who 
is frequently in error than the 
one who is never in doubt.” 
— Eric Sevareid, broadcast 
journalist (born this date in 
1912, died 1992).
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