Page 6A East Oregonian

TV TI

ME

Friday, November 18, 2016

New college
activism

Editor’s note:
There are offensive
lyrics in the second
paragraph that some
readers may find
objectionable

best-selling
African-
merican

writer and speaker

AISHA

SuLTan
Parents Talk Back

have are mine! Stop
being a victim!” is a
common response,
Ross said.

In an online
review of Ross’
book, a white
professor said that
the “us versus them”
debates framed
around affirmative

stood in front of
nearly a thousand St.
Louis University students
and broke into song.

“There will never be a
n*gg*r in SAE. There will
never be a n*gg*r in SAE.
You can hang him from
a tree, but he can never
sign with me. There will
never be a n*gg*r in SAE,”
Lawrence Ross sang.

The audience of mostly
white students looked
uncomfortable.

Ross acknowledged that
he opened his talk with
that racial slur because
he didn’t want to shield
students from the ugliness
of the word. He sang the
same lyrics that Sigma
Alpha Epsilon members
from the University of
Oklahoma were caught on
video singing last year. The
university later shut down
the chapter.

Ross also showed slide
after slide of other racist
acts that have surfaced since
the SAE incident — white
students in blackface, others
dressed in white hoods and
still others wearing Obama
masks with nooses.

The SLU fraternity
and sorority leadership
invited Ross, author of
“Blackballed: The Black
and White Politics of Race
on America’s Campuses,”
to tell their members about
the racist legacy of America,
its colleges and their own
Greek organizations. He
gave them a 90-minute
history lesson, current
events briefing and
encouragement about the
ways they can improve
their campus in their own
spheres.

The way young people
look at the world — and
their role in making it a
better place — recently has
been shook, as my teenage
daughter would say. College
students are talking about
race in a way that hasn’t
been heard in decades.

After the protests of the
Civil Rights movement,
the biggest fights for equal
treatment and access
happened through the courts,
not on college campuses.
Now, a new generation has
found its political voice
and muscle. For example,
since Ferguson, there have
been widespread protests on
campuses — more than 100
of them. Ross showed the
students the multicultural
alliances that cut across
racial groups and stand
against bigotry.

Ross’ mission goes
beyond shining a light on
problems that have been
festering for years. He has
a more ambitious goal: Get
those who are oblivious to
racism to see where it exists
— even on their sheltered
and protective campuses
— and to recognize how
they’ve personally benefited
from institutions predicated
on giving whites privilege
above everyone else.

What makes this
endeavor particularly
difficult is that everyone
wants to believe what
they’ve achieved comes
from their own talents or
hard work. The backlash
to challenging this idea
can be rage. “The things I

action hurt race
relations. Getting
students to recognize their
own advantages is always
a struggle. For example,

if he asked white students
how they got their first job,
he wrote, some may have
had a parent or relative who
helped get them a foot in
the door — an internship, a
entry-level job or even an
interview.

“In other words,
through no skill of their
own, someone acted
‘affirmatively’ to give that
person a leg up,” wrote the
reviewer. “But many white
students don’t see it that
way. They see that sort of
advantage as a birthright
and not the advantage of
nepotism or connection.”

Additionally, most
Americans are generally
great at personal interactions
with friends of different
backgrounds, Ross said.
We like to believe that
our friendships with a
diverse group of people
proves our lack of racism.
But our understanding of
institutional racism, its
historical origins and lasting
impacts, is weak, Ross said.
He points out that 98 percent
of FHA loans were given
to white people from the
1930s to the “60s, creating
a white middle class and
all the advantages that
arose from that. He shares
the data about educational
segregation that still exists,
and the connection between
race and educational
opportunities.

Ross spoke to the
students at SLU, a private
Catholic university, as an
insider: He is a Catholic,
educated by Jesuits, and
values the bonds he made at
his own fraternity in college.
He believes in students’
power to make the world
better.

They responded to his
message as powerfully
as he delivered it. They
asked questions about
how to reconcile political
differences, how to increase
diversity in their own
organizations and how to
support their classmates.

Ross’ work with college
students is more than an
academic pursuit for him.
His own son will be leaving
for college next year.

“I don’t bombard
him with a whole bunch
of things about white
supremacy,” Ross said with
a laugh, in an interview. He
suspects his son will go to
college and will try to make
sense of the world and find
his own way of responding.

Chances are good he will
find a community struggling
with the same questions and
galvanized to find better
answers.

He encouraged the
students at the SLU
gathering not to be afraid
to try.

They may stumble along
the way, but so hopeful is
their march.

]

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @Aishas.

MONDAY, NOV. 21

WEST EXTENSION IRRIGA-
TION DISTRICT, 9 a.m., Irrigon
Fire Department, 705 N.E. Main
St., Irrigon. An executive session
will be held at 11:30 a.m. at the
district office, 840 E. Highway 730,
Irrigon, to discuss union negotia-
tions. (Lisa Baum 541-922-3814)

UMATILLA-MORROW
COUNTY HEAD START, 11:30
a.m., Head Start office, 110 N.E.
Fourth St., Hermiston. (Kerry
Tassie 541-564-6878)

LOWER UMATILLA BASIN
GROUNDWATER MANAGE-
MENT AREA, 1 p.m., Stafford
Hansell Government Building, 915
S.E. Columbia Drive, Hermiston.
(Janet Greenup 541-676-5452
ext. 109)

ECHO SCHOOL DISTRICT,
6 p.m., Echo Community School,
600 Gerone St., Echo. (541-376-
8436)

HELIX CITY COUNCIL, 7
p.m., Helix City Hall, 119 Columbia
St., Helix. (541-457-2521)

PENDLETON YOUTH COM-
MISSION, 7 p.m., Intermountain
ESD office, 2001 S.W. Nye Ave.,
Pendleton. (541-276-6711)

TUESDAY, NOV. 22

PILOT ROCK CITY COUN-
CIL, 7 p.m., Pilot Rock City Hall
council chambers, 143 W. Main
St., Pilot Rock. (541-443-2811)

STANFIELD CITY COUNCIL,
7 p.m., Stanfield City Hall council
chambers, 160 S. Main St., Stan-
field. (541-449-3831)

Friday Morning

Trump offers Flynn national security adviser job

NEW YORK (AP) —
President-elect Donald
Trump  offered  former
military intelligence chief
Michael Flynn the job of
national security adviser
as he began to build out
his national security team
Thursday, according to
a senior Trump official.
The move came as Trump
made his most direct foray
into foreign policy since
the election, meeting with
Japan’s prime minister.

Flynn, who served as
the director of the Defense
Intelligence Agency, has
advised Trump on national
security issues for months.
As national security adviser,
he would work in the White
House and have frequent
access to the president. The
post does not require Senate
confirmation.

The official wouldn’t say
whether Flynn had accepted
the job, which left open the
possibility that the arrange-

STATION |

ment was not finalized. The
official was not authorized
to discuss the offer publicly
and insisted on anonymity.
Flynn, 57, built a reputa-
tion in the Army as an astute
intelligence professional and
a straight talker. He retired
in 2014 and has been a fierce
critic of President Barack
Obama’s White  House
and Pentagon, taking issue
with the administration’s
approach to global affairs
and Islamic State militants.
Trump is a foreign policy
novice and his early moves
on national security are
being closely watched by
U.S allies and adversaries
alike. He’s said to be consid-
ering a range of officials
with varying degrees of
experience to lead the State
Department and Pentagon.
The president-elect held
his first face-to-face meeting
with a world leader since
winning the presidential
election, huddling privately

with Japan’s Shinzo Abe.
While Trump made no
comments following the
meeting, Abe said the pres-
ident-elect was “a leader
in whom I can have great
confidence.”

Trump also consulted
with former Secretary of
State Henry  Kissinger
and sat down with South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley,
a potential contender to lead
the State Department.

In  Washington, Vice
President-elect Mike Pence
huddled with Republican
leaders in Congress. He then
met with House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi and
Sen. Chuck Schumer, the
newly elected leader of the
Senate Democrats, seeking
to convey respect as Demo-
crats prepare for Republican
rule of both chambers and
the White House for the first
time in a decade.

“We look forward to
finding ways that we can
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find common ground and
move the country forward,”
Pence said outside Schum-
er’s Senate office.

In a separate gesture
of  reconciliation = with
establishment Republicans,
Trump planned to meet with
2012 Republican presiden-
tial nominee Mitt Romney,
who lambasted Trump as a
“conman” and a “fraud” in a
stinging speech last March.
Trump responded by repeat-
edly referring to Romney as
a “loser.”

The two began mending
fences after Trump’s victory
when Romney called with
congratulations. They are
to meet this weekend, a
transition  official  said,
speaking on condition of
anonymity  because  he
wasn’t authorized to discuss
Trump’s schedule publicly.
Campaign manager Kelly-
anne Conway said they
were still “working on” the
meeting.
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