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Anti-Trump protesters damage businesses, face pepper spray

Jim Ryan/The Oregonian via AP

Protesters march on their way to Waterfront Park in Portland on the third day of pro-
testsThursday over the results of the 2016 U.S. presidential election. President-elect
Donald Trump fired back on social media after demonstrators in both red and blue
states hit the streets for another round of protests, showing outrage over the
Republican’s unexpected win. For more on Oregon’s reaction, see Page 1C.

Who are the Trump protesters? Students, immigrants, anarchists and more

PORTLAND (AP) —
Donald Trump says the
thousands of men and women
taking to the streets to protest
his election are “professional
protesters incited by the
media.” But who are they
really? The answer varies
from state to state. The
crowds include high school
students, immigrants and
even anarchists.

“There’s no professional
protesters  here,”  said
Jennie Luna, a 40-year-old
professor of Chicano studies
at California State Univer-
sity-Channel Islands, just
north of Los Angeles.

The day after the election,
she organized what she calls
a “self-care circle of courage”
on campus for students who
needed an outlet for their
distress over Trump’s win.
The event morphed into a
rally and march that lasted
several hours.

“I am fearful for what will
happen to the undocumented,
I’m fearful of losing my repro-
ductive rights,” she said. “And

I’'m fearful of the unknown.”

America’s new president
has made many promises
about changes to “make
America great again,” such as
undoing some regulations on
companies, for example.

He has also made
pronouncements that have
struck fear within certain groups
of Americans women,
Latinos, people with disabilities
and racial minorities, among
them. The protests that have
spread across the nation are
against Trump, but more
pointedly, they are expressions
of concern about how personal
lives could change.

Isadora Clemente Zurie,
21, was among those at a
Thursday night protest in Salt
Lake City, Utah, riding in her
wheelchair with the crowd.

“I’'m disabled and I'm
LGBT. I've been bullied all
my life,” she told The Salt
Lake Tribune. “Now I’'m in a
world where for just being me,
I could lose my entire life.”

College students whose
parents moved to the United
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States illegally are worried that
Trump will follow through
with his threat to rescind
President Obama’s executive
order that protects young
immigrants from deportation.

At a Thursday night protest
in Philadelphia, 23-year-old
Jeanine Feito held a sign that
read “Not 1 More Deporta-
tion.”

Protest organizers are
using a tool that Trump made

PORTLAND (AP) — An
anti-Trump protest in down-
town Portland escalated
after some demonstrators
smashed windows, spray-
painted buildings and lit a
dumpster fire, culminating
with officers firing rubber
baton rounds and arresting at
least 26 people who refused
to disperse.

Police declared Thursday
night’s protest of about 4,000
people a riot after “extensive
criminal and  dangerous
behavior.”  Demonstrators
threw glass bottles and a
trash can at officers, whose
repeated orders to leave were
ignored. Police then fired
rubber baton rounds and
pepper spray at the group.

Officers took several
protesters to the ground and
arrested them. Police had
warned on Twitter that those
taken into custody could face
a felony riot charge.

What started as a peaceful
demonstration turned
destructive  when  some

such effective use of — social
media. Tweets and Facebook
posts have called people to
protests across the country.
Trump’s election spawned
a popular new hashtag:
“NotMyPresident.”

Some of the protests are
occurring in cities with a
history of political activism
such as Portland. In the 1990s,
the staff of then-President
George H.W. Bush dubbed
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protesters caused significant
damage to vehicles at a car
dealership, police said.

Some also used rocks
and baseball bats to smash
the windows of businesses
and start small fires as they
moved through the city’s
Pearl District, a showcase
neighborhood and site of
many boutiques and art
galleries.

A woman threw laundry
detergent at  protesters,
sparking an altercation.

“Many in crowd trying
to get anarchist groups to
stop destroying property,
anarchists refusing,” police
tweeted.

Police told those who
wanted to peacefully demon-
strate to head back to Pioneer
Courthouse Square and said
at 10 p.m. that protesters who
had not returned were under
arrest. Soon after, a crowd
marched through the streets.

Protest organizer Gregory
McKelvey  decried  the
vandalism in a statement

the city “Little Beirut”
because of the demonstra-
tions his visits provoked.

In Louisville, Kentucky,
after  Trump’s  election
victory 23-year-old activist
Mallie Feltner looked online
for an event to vent her frus-
tration but found none. So
she decided to organize her
own. The call spread through
social media and more
than 1,000 people showed

early Friday. He apologized
to businesses that suffered
damage and said the group
planned to help clean up.

“We made it very clear
that ours was a movement
born out of love, infused by
peace and inhospitable to
those that would put us all
at risk in the name of actions
that are  inflammatory,
divisive and strategically
ill-conceived,” he said. “That
remains our goal.”

The Oregon Department
of Transportation intermit-
tently closed portions of
Interstates 5 and 84 in the
area as a precaution during
the protest. Officials urged
travelers to watch for people
in unexpected places on
roads.

Portland Mayor Charlie
Hales said earlier in the day
that he supports peaceful
protest by people exercising
their constitutional rights but
cautioned that walking on
freeways and blocking light
rail lines is dangerous.

up for the Thursday night
protest. They chanted about
women’s rights, gay rights,
the rights of immigrants and
African-Americans.

“My focus is showing
solidarity to all of the people
who felt disheartened and
afraid like I did Wednesday
morning,” she said. “I want
them to feel heard. I want
them to know I’m not going to
become complicit in it.”
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