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¢ knew we would
be witnessing an
unprecedented

election result, regardless
of who won the presidency.
There were millions of
Americans who believed
they would be telling their
daughters after this election,
“See? You can be president,
too.”

Obviously, that’s not the
conversation we’re having.

Instead, for those whose
children have heard their
president-elect talk about
their ethnicity, religion or
race in the worst possible
way, the conversations are
very hard. For parents who
are teaching their children
the importance of being
kind, respectful and honest,
we might be struggling for
the words to explain how
a candidate who embodied
none of those traits won a
contest to lead the country.

I know I’'m not the only
parent who saw fear in my
children’s faces and heard
confusion in their voices

PARENTS TALK BACK

How half the country explains the election to their kids

it is hard for us to
process, it is even
harder for them.
This is an
important reality
check moment for
our country. And
the takeaway for
parents is that we
will have to model
the behavior and
reactions we want
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are still millions

of sexist and racist
people. And that
many of our fellow
countrymen still
promote those ugly
ideas. We have to be
able to acknowledge
and recognize

the depth of our
country’s racism and

our children to have.

We teach them to
respond to bullying and
name-calling by standing
up for ourselves and our
friends.

We teach them resilience
by being stronger. We teach
them how to cope with
scary unknowns by being
brave.

This is what parents have
done in the darkest chapters
of our country’s history. We
raise our heads. We draw
our allies closer. We find
ways to survive and protect
the ones we love.

And we also level with
our children — no matter

sexism. It’s okay
to admit that you
misjudged the character of
the country. It’s important
to tell them that the best
person for the job doesn’t
always get the job.

It doesn’t mean we lose
hope. The morning after
the election, I hugged both
my children very tightly
before I sent them off to
school. I asked them how
they would respond to the
talk in school. We discussed
acceptable responses to
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what people might say.

I told my daughter: “I

love you, and you need to
know that I will always do
everything in my power to
protect you, your brother
and your father. I'm still the
boss of this family.”

She smiled and said,
“Well, you can’t really
argue with that.”

[ wanted to see that
smile despite the ache in
my own heart. I wanted
to reassure them despite
my own uncertainty. [ am
heartbroken because a
divisive message of hate
and fear was more powerful
than one of acceptance,
respect, civility and love.
I’'m sad for our children

my emails, heard it in my
voicemails and saw it in

people’s behavior.

I did not underestimate

racism and sexism.
That said, I am not
afraid.
I am an American

Muslim woman living in a

red state. The state can

to curtail my rights. The

extreme right can try to
threaten and intimidate

The economy may tank,
and we may see a lot more

racist violence.

protect us

trust in a Greater Power to

all.

I reached out to my

said, “We
together.”

closest friends and

are all in this
And they

responded, “Of course we

2

are.

try

Millions of people
worked hard for their vision
of a united America, and

millions will keep working

me. toward it.

Despite the

election result, that work
was not in vain. Nothing

done from love is ever in

But I am in control of
my own mind and heart and
soul. And I refuse to live in
fear in my own country.

I will work to make
it a more just and

and our country’s future.
But, I am not surprised. I
saw how people changed

once their

were validated. I read it in

worst impulses

compassionate place and
do my best to protect my
family. I will continue to
believe in the goodness
of the people I know and

10 Am | 10:30 | 11 Am | 11:30

vain.

Remember, light shines

brightest in the darkness.
[

Aisha Sultan is a St.
Louis-based journalist who
studies parenting in the
digital age while trying to
keep up with her tech-savvy
children. Find her on
Twitter: @AishasS.
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meeting. (Jackie McCauley 541-
481-9252).

HEPPNER CITY COUNCIL,
7 p.m., Heppner City Hall, 111 N.
Main St.

HERMISTON CITY COUN-
CIL, 7 p.m., City Hall, 180 N.E.
Second St.

IRRIGON FIRE DISTRICT, 7
p.m., Irrigon Fire Department, 705
N.E. Main Ave.

MILTON-FREEWATER CITY
COUNCIL, 7 p.m., Milton-Free-
water Public Library Albee Room,
8 S.W. Eighth Ave.

PILOT ROCK FIRE DIS-
TRICT, 7 p.m., 415 N.E. EIm St.

chambers, 143 W. Main St..
STANFIELD CITY COUNCIL,

7 p.m., Stanfield City Hall council

chambers, 150 W. Coe St.

The EO publishes a list of
meetings daily. These sessions are
open to the public. Meetings should
be submitted well in advance to
Meeting Calendar, c/o East Orego-
nian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendle-
ton, 97801, or Renee Struthers at
rstruthers@eastoregonian.com.
Please include the dates, times,
specific addresses of the meetings
and person to contact for each or-
ganization.

LOTTERY

Wednesday, Nov. 9
Megabucks
01-07-20-24-32-48
Estimated jackpot: $6.1

million
Powerball
01-25-28-31-54
Powerball: 2
Power Play: 2
Estimated jackpot: $236
million
Win for Life
42-63-68-77

Lucky Lines

02-07-10-13-FREE-19-23-
26-31

Estimated jackpot: $18,000

Pick 4

1 p.m.: 8-3-2-6

4 p.m.: 8-56-3-9

7 p.m.: 4-9-1-9

10 p.m.: 1-9-0-7

Thursday, Nov. 10
Pick 4
1p.m.: 2-2-3-7
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““WE ARE PROUD
OF YOU!”

Sergeant §i
Kari Jones|

National Guard

SOUND
. ADVANTAGE

HE AR CENTER
Hermiston:
405 N. 1st, Suite #107  541-567-4063
Pendleton:

246 SW Dorion * 541-215-1888

Oregon

www.soundadvantagehearing.com
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FX 65 |% *% xXx ('02, Act) Vin Diesel. ) Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Vin Diesel. ]Movie
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STZ ENC |644|Movie [:40 % **** Close Encounters of the Third Kind [:50 % *** Made of Honor
HBO 518|% %% National Treasure |Vice News |% %% 300 ('06, Epic) Gerard Butler. |Bi|| Maher (N) T.Ullman |BiII Maher
—~ HBO2 520 |:05 Making /:20 % %% Poltergeist Westworld % %% Jurassic World (15, Adv) Chris Pratt.  [:05 Boxing Classics
— HBO3 521|% Freeheld Ellen Page. |:20 % %% Love Potion #9 Tate Donovan. % Sisters ('15, Com) Amy Poehler, Tina Fey. % The Forest
4 MAX 549|% %% Wildcats Goldie Hawn.  [:45 % % We Are Marshall Matthew McConaughey. % %% Friday Night Lights Billy Bob Thornton.
ml sHow 578|% %% Home of the Brave % % Black Hawk Down (‘01, Act) Eric Bana, Josh Hartnett. |Bert Kreischer (N) :10 Shameless
STARZ  |621:05 % The Brothers Grimsby :35 Insider /:45 % %% Brooklyn's Finest Richard Gere. Ash/Evil ]Blunt Talk |% %% The Ringer
NIGHT OWL
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I”Y Gokepr | 2 [S- Colbert |:35 James Corden :35Paid  [:05Paid  |Paid Spaces Paid Traveler |Paid Morning Saturday (N)
(%1 KOIN 19 |S. Colbert |:35 James Corden :35 Insider [:05 Paid  |OurWorld |Paid Paid CBS This Morning Saturday (N)
I®] =5knDu| 6 [Tonight [:35 Seth Meyers :35 C. Daly [:05 Today Show Mad Money 1st Look [Am Athlete|Paid Today (N)
= KGW 8 [Tonight |:35 Seth Meyers :35 C. Daly [:05 Steve Harvey Mad Money 1st Look |Paid Paid Paid
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(4 590PB | 13 |PBS NewsHour W.Week [BBC News |Lincoln C "Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater” [Young Stars of Ballet |Business [BBC News




