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In this Jan. 16, 2007, file photo, Donald Trump, center,
the billionaire and developer and producer of NBC’s
“The Apprentice,” is honored with a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles.

Trump rides
chutzpah to victory
in presidential race

WASHINGTON (AP) —
He felt it in the breeze.

Nearing the end of his
long, improbable journey to
victory in the presidential
race, Donald Trump, the
candidate of so much tumult
and bluster, waxed nostalgic
about how he got there.

“I had great parents, great
parents,” Trump told the
crowd at a rally in steamy
Orlando, Florida. “I just felt
that nice breeze, so they’re
helping us out.”

The candidate who for
more than a year had unapol-
ogetically demonstrated he
would say anything sensed it
was time to rein it in.

“Stay on point, Donald,
stay on point,” he publicly
admonished himself just
days before the election. “No
sidetracks, Donald. Nice and
easy.”

It was a rare glimpse of
internal dialogue in the man
whose whole life has been
one long battle to prove
himself  bigger, louder,
richer, smarter, brassier than
the next guy.

Trump’s unbounded
confidence — and obsession
with winning — have been a
lifelong constant, evident in
ways large and small.

Growing up as one of
five children in a well-to-do
Queens real estate family,
Donald was the brash one, a
fighter from the start.

“We gotta calm him
down,” his father would say,
as Trump recalls it. “Son,
take the lumps out.”

For good or ill, it’s advice
Trump rarely embraced.

Military school helped

channel his energy, but
Trump’s rebellious streak
remained.

Trump followed his father
into real estate but chafed
within the confines of Fred
Trump’s realm in New
York’s outer boroughs.

He crossed the East River
to Manhattan and never
looked back.

“He’s gone way beyond
me, absolutely,” an admiring
Fred marveled. His son had
hit it big well before he hit
40.

So successful at such a
young age, Trump never did
have to smooth out those
lumps his father had warned
about.

“He was at the top of his
own pyramid,” says Stanley
Renshon, a political psychol-
ogist at the City University
of New York who is writing a
book about Trump. “Nobody
was going to say, ‘Donald,
tone it down.””

Trump admitted as much
in a 2005 “Access Holly-
wood” hot-mic video when
he talked about making
predatory moves on women
and declared, “When you’re
a star, they let you do it. You
can do anything.”

Trump stresses his Ivy
League education, yet revels
in juvenile jabs, labeling
his adversaries “stupid,”
“dumb,” “bad” and “sad.”

“I have the best words,”
he declared at a December
campaign rally. “But there’s
no better word than ‘stupid,’

“He was at the top of
his own pyramid.”

— Stanley Renshon,
Political psychologist at
City University of New York

right?”

With no one to shush or
second-guess him, Trump
made brashness his way,
along with his trademark
glitz and flash. (Flash, in
Trump’s lexicon, registers a
level below glitz.)

Through years of boom,
bust and more than a decade
of reality-TV celebrity on
“The Apprentice,” the deals
kept coming and the price
tags (and, often, the debt)
kept growing — as did the
hype. Always the hype.

Trump, visiting Scotland
in 2012 to fight the govern-
ment’s proposed wind farm
off the shore of his new golf
resort there, was asked during
a parliamentary inquiry to
provide evidence for his
claim that the “monstrous
turbines” would hurt tourism.

“ am the evidence,”
Trump answered in all
seriousness, drawing
laughter from the galleries.
“I am a world-class expert in
tourism.”

He’s not all chutzpah,
though.

Ivanka Trump tells of
her “incredibly empathetic”
father reaching out to help
strangers he sees mentioned
in the news whose stories of
adversity touch him.

A Mississippi  man
remembers Trump picking
up the phone to call when the
man’s father wrote to ask for
a loan to build a hotel back
in 1988. Trump didn’t offer a
loan to the Indian-American
small businessman but did
give him a pep talk and some
advice.

“Trump inspired my
father to the fullest when he
told him that Dad’s immi-
grant story was wonderful,”
Suresh Chawla wrote in a
2015 letter to The Clarks-
dale (Mississippi) Press
Register.

For all the protesters who
roil his rallies, Trump himself
has been the heckler of our
time. No one is immune. Not
senator and war hero John
McCain, not the disabled,
not Mexicans, not Muslims,
not even those people who
make up a majority of the
country (and the electorate):
women.

Vanquished rivals learned
to their peril that to criticize
Trump was to set off the
nuclear option in response.

Trump calls it having a
little fun.

Aubrey Immelman, a
political psychologist at Saint
John’s University in Minne-
sota who has developed a
personality index to assess
presidential candidates, puts
Trump’s level of narcissism
in the “exploitative” range,
surpassing any presidential
nominee’s score in the past
two decades.

“His personality is his best
friend, but it’s also his worst
enemy,” says Immelman.
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Hillary Clinton appears to be on pace
to win the popular vote, an ironic twist
in an election in which her opponent
repeatedly said the system was rigged
against him.
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presidential

businessman
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Many states count votes after Elec-
tion Day, so Clinton isn’t guaranteed
to keep her lead.

However, most of the outstanding

Electoral
College is a disaster for a democracy.”
it turns out,
Electoral College, Trump probably
wouldn’t be the president-elect.

A day after Election Day, Clinton
held a narrow lead in the popular
vote, according to unofficial results
tallied by The Associated Press. With
nearly 125 million votes counted,
Clinton had 47.7 percent of the vote
and Trump had 47.5 percent.

That’s a lead of about 236,000

without the

State,

votes appear to be in Democrat-
ic-leaning states, making it very
likely she will become the second
Democratic candidate for president
this century to win the popular vote
but lose the presidency.

The biggest chunk of uncounted
votes is in California. Washington
New York, Oregon and
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Clinton on pace to win popular vote, despite losing election
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59,814,018 votes

Maryland also have large numbers
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has no

of uncounted votes. Clinton won all
those states, and if the trends continue,
she will pad her lead by more than 1
million votes.

There are also votes to be counted
in Arizona and Alaska, two Repub-
lican-leaning states. But they are far
outnumbered by uncounted votes in
Democratic states.

Under

the

vote in Congress.

It takes 270 Electoral College votes

Electoral
system, each state gets one vote for
each member of Congress repre-
senting the state. California has the
most, with 55. Seven states have only
three. The District of Columbia has
three, even though the nation’s capital

Hillary Clinton, Democrat
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Donald Trump, Republican

59,611,678 votes
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New Hampshire and Arizona too
close to call.

There have been occasional calls
to scrap the Electoral College, with

winning the popular vote.
Any calls to scrap the Electoral
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no success. The latest push came
after the 2000 presidential election,
in which Democrat Al Gore lost to
Republican George W. Bush, despite

College aren’t likely to go anywhere
this time, either, with Republicans
controlling both the
Senate.
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