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Biologists hope to capture, re-collar wolf

By MARK FREEMAN The pack last month attacked crest in late October, becoming
Mail Tribune and killed four steers in Klamath  the first wolf in western Oregon
County’s Wood River Valley. since 1937. On Nov. 13,

MEDFORD — State and The traps are checked each 2011, he crossed into Jackson

federal biologists are setting out
traps nightly in hopes of catching
and collaring gray wolf OR-7 or
his mate so they can regain the
tracking capabilities that allowed
the world to watch his long
journey for a mate.

Biologists are using padded
foot-hold traps and baiting them
with a foul-smelling concoction
to capture one of the wolves so
they can attach a GPS-emitting
radio collar before heavy cold
sets in.

John Stephenson from the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
says he sets four traps daily in
areas of western Klamath County
where OR-7 and his Rogue Pack
were photographed by a trail
camera as recently as Oct. 23.

“It’s not really the number of
traps that matter,” Stephenson
says. “It’s finding out where
they’re going to be and getting
the traps out there before they
get there.

“It’s a waiting game,” he says.

Once a collar has been
reattached, Stephenson can regu-
larly check their whereabouts,
enabling Dbiologists to alert
ranchers when the pack nears
their field stock.

morning. If captured, the wolf
will be tranquilized, fitted with
the new collar and released,
Stephenson said. When tempera-
tures dip low enough to put a
trapped wolf at risk, he will stop
for the season, he says.

“If we’re  unsuccessful,
we’ll have to wait until spring,”
Stephenson says.

Stephenson says he would
prefer to collar OR-7 or his mate,
because they are more likely to
remain with the Rogue Pack,
while pups could leave to find
territory of their own.

The trapping effort coincides
with the five-year anniversary of
OR-7’s trek from northeastern
Oregon to northern California
before he returned to southern
Oregon and settled in eastern
Jackson and western Klamath
counties to start his pack.

OR-7 was a young member
of Oregon’s Imnaha pack in the
far northeast corner of the state
when he was collared in February
2011, eight months before he left
the pack in a “dispersal” trek in
search of a mate and new terri-
tory.

He traveled south and west
until he crossed the Cascade

County for the first time from
Klamath County, then ventured
to northern California, where
he was the Golden State’s first
known wolf since 1924.

OR-7 eventually found his
mate and in 2014 fathered the
first wolf pack in southwestern
Oregon in more than six decades.

He and his mate have had
seven pups, and one was
discovered last week to have
left Oregon and found a mate
in northern California’s Lassen
County.

A second pup that had an
injured front right paw has not
been seen of late and is believed
to be dead.

That would put the Rogue
Pack at up to seven wolves.

Even though OR-7’s GPS
collar has not worked since
summer 2015, the wolf’s where-
abouts continue to draw interest
from around the world.

“That first story went all over
the place, and people are still
interested in him,” says Michelle
Dennehy, spokeswoman for the
Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife’s Wolf Program. “He’s
the most well-known wolf in
Oregon.”
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Police and fire officials work to rescue Gregory Morrow from a badger
hole in Malheur County Thursday.

Man rescued from badger hole after fleeing police

ONTARIO (AP) — An
Oregon man who evaded
police for hours was captured
after he fell into a large badger
hole.

State police Capt. Bill
Fugate says two men and a
dog went onto U.S. Bureau of |
Land Management land after
fleeing from a traffic stop in

As police approached,
the dog fled into the badger
hole and would not come
out. After getting the dog
out, police heard the suspect
screaming. Fugate says
Gregory Morrow was stuck
8 feet underground and could
not move.

It took police 90 minutes

-

Ontario. One suspect was
later found on foot.

Police eventually saw the vehicle in
aravine. Tracks were followed for more
than a mile before the dog was spotted.

Fa
Morrow

to dig him out and arrest
him.
Fugate says Morrow would have
likely died from exposure if police
had not come along.
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We Would Like To Thank The Following For
Their Help With The Halloween Carnival

Wildhorse Resort & Casino
Pendleton Convention Center

Altrusa, Pendleton Rotary Club,
One Main Financial

Pendleton Quickly Lube, Wheatland Insurance,
McLaughlin’s Landscaping, Shari’s Restaurant
Great Pacific Wine & Coffee Company
Stan & Marjorie Prowant, Dee Santo

Volunteers:

Baha'i Faith, Norton Construction LLC, City Staff Volunteers, Helix
Key Club, Kiwanis Club, Les Schwab Tires, PHS FFA, PHS
Leadership, PHS National Honor Society, BMCC Ambassadors, VFW
Auxiliary & VFW, ASTRA.

Pendleton Parks & Recteation
541-276-8100

www.pendletonparksandrec.com

f Like us
on Facebook!

Thanks to over 105 Volunteers serving more than
1343 people through our doors.

IMAGINATION YOGA REGISTRATION OPEN
FORTEN WEEK SERIES CHILDREN AGES 5-12
Limited to 15 People

WHAT: Ten Week Session of Imagination Yoga
WHEN: Starting Thursday, December 1st  TIME: 4:30-5:15pm

WHERE: Wellness Wave on the Umatilla Indian Reservation,
46440 Kussi Road (next to Subway)

COST: $100 per child ($50 per child for three children or more)
*Space Limited to first 15 who register

REGISTRATION: Register online at wellnesswave.org or
mail check to: Wellness Wave, LLC
46326 Tutuilla Church Road « Pendleton, Oregon 97801
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CusterShows.com 509.924.0588

21st Annual Christmas

TSs-
CRAFTS

SHOW

OVER 150 NORTHWEST ARTISANS

FINE ART | HAND CRAFT | SPECIALTY FOODS

TRAC Cent Friday  10am—8pm
Pasco, WAen o Saturday 9am—6pPM
FREE PARKING Sunday 10av—4pm

Admission *7 | Kids 12 and under free!




