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Candidates warn of consequences if rival wins

Associated Press

DADE CITY, Fla.— Donald Trump
could draw the United States into
nuclear war, Hillary Clinton warns.
Clinton would plunge the country into
a constitutional crisis, he says.

As the caustic presidential race
lurches toward the finish line, each
candidate is aggressively casting the
other as a catastrophic choice for the
White House. Making an affirmative
case about their own qualifications and
vision has become a secondary priority.

It’s an ugly conclusion to a contest
featuring two of the most unpopular
presidential candidates in modern
American politics. The sexual assault
accusations that have trailed Trump
in the race’s closing weeks and a
new FBI review into Clinton’s email
habits seem likely to only reinforce the
public’s negative perceptions, leaving
the candidates to essentially argue
to voters that they’re the best of two
unappealing options.

“I would rather be here talking
about nearly anything else,” Clinton
said Tuesday during a rally in Florida
where she leveled a series of attacks
on Trump’s character and preparedness
for the White House. “But I can’t just
talk about all of the good things we
want to do.”

Indeed, Clinton’s speeches in this
final full week of campaigning have
overwhelmingly focused on Trump.
On Monday, she warned against giving
Trump the authority to order a nuclear
attack, bringing along a former nuclear
launch officer to bolster her point.

“Imagine his advisers afraid to tell
him what he doesn’t want to hear,
racing against his legendarily short
attention span to lay out life-and-death
choices too complex to be reduced to a
single tweet,” Clinton said Monday in
Ohio. “Then imagine him plunging us
into a war because somebody got under
his very thin skin.”

After spending much of the summer
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LEFT: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump gestures Tuesday
during a campaign rally at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.
RIGHT: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton gestures Tues-
day during a campaign speech in Dade City, Fla.

and fall tearing Trump down, Clinton
had planned to close the campaign on
a more positive note. She talked about
giving Americans something to vote
for, not just against. And with public
opinion polls showing her with solid
leads in most battleground states, she
started talking about healing divisions
and unifying the country after the
election.

But her advisers say they saw polls
tighten even before the FBI launched
its new email review. The campaign
now believes she needs to make a last
push to define Trump as an unaccept-
able choice in order to seal the deal
with persuadable voters.

On Tuesday, Clinton focused on
Trump’s demeaning and predatory
comments about women, calling him a
“bully.” This time she brought with her
former Miss Universe Alicia Machado.
Trump criticized Machado for gaining
weight after winning the 1996 contest.

Trump’s campaign rhetoric has
always been dark, full of searing
depictions of a crumbling nation,
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and he has not been shy about going
negative on Clinton. He routinely
calls her “Crooked Hillary” and “the
most corrupt person ever to run for the
White House.”

But Trump, too, has stepped up
his broadsides after the last weeks of
October handed him a pair of poten-
tially potent political gifts: the projected
“Obamacare” premium rate hike and
FBI Director James Comey’s letter
revealing that agents are reviewing
emails that may be connected to Clin-
ton’s private server.

His campaign sees the latter in
particular as an opportunity to reinforce
questions about Clinton’s trustworthi-
ness and remind voters that sending
Clinton to the White House could lead
to the return of the scandals that trailed
Bill Clinton’s presidency in the 1990s.

“She would be under protracted
criminal investigation and probably a
criminal trial, I would say,” Trump said
during a rally in Michigan on Monday.
“So we’d have a criminal trial of a
sitting president.”
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North Dakota
officials borrow
$4M, slam feds on
protest cost

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP)
— North Dakota leaders
agreed Tuesday to borrow
an additional $4 million to
cover the escalating costs
of policing protests at the
Dakota Access pipeline
and slammed the federal
government for not chipping
in part of the funding.

The state has now run up
a $10 million line of credit
for law enforcement costs
after an emergency spending
panel headed by Gov. Jack
Dalrymple voted to borrow
the additional funds from the
state-owned Bank of North
Dakota.

Dalrymple said officials
have asked for contributions
from the federal government,
the pipeline company, an
American Indian tribe, “and
any entity we can think of.”
So far, North Dakota and the
local governments it backs
have shouldered most of the
law enforcement expenses
— even paying for officers
from other states that have
assisted North Dakota during
the protests.

More than 400 people
have been arrested at the
North Dakota portion of the
pipeline, which also crosses
through South Dakota, lowa
and Illinois.

American Indians and
others who oppose the
construction of Dallas-based
Energy Transfer Partners’
$3.8 billion pipeline have set
up an encampment on U.S.
Army Corp of Engineers

4 quarters!)

land without a permit;
federal officials have said
they wouldn’t evict them
due to free speech reasons.
Opponents worry about
potential effects on drinking
water on the Standing Rock
Sioux tribe’s reservation
and farther downstream on
the Missouri River, as well
as destruction of cultural
artifacts.

Iraqi forces edge
into Mosul, urban
warfare lies ahead

BAZWAYA, Iraq (AP) —
Iraq’s special forces fought
their way into the outskirts
of Mosul on Tuesday, taking
its state television building
despite resistance by Islamic
State group fighters that is
only likely to stiffen when
combat reaches the inner
city.

It was the first time Iraqi
troops have set foot in the
city, Iraq’s second-largest,
in more than two years.

The advance was the start

of what is likely to be a
grueling and slow operation
for the forces as they

fend off booby traps and
ambushes in difficult, house-
to-house fighting expected to
take weeks, if not months.

Troops entered Gogjali, a
neighborhood inside Mosul’s
city limits, and later the
outskirts of the more built-up
Karama district, according
to Maj. Gen. Sami al-Aridi
of the Iraqi special forces.
As the sun went down, a
sandstorm blew in, reducing
visibility to only 100 meters
and bringing the day’s
combat to an end.
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